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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
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Average Soil Temperature (°F 4-Inch Bare) 
March 29 - April 4, 1998 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 4, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 4, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 4, 1998 





NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMP, °F | PRECIP. 





TEMPERATURE °F 1 PRECIPITATION 





STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
eseeeoeo oe sc co = o of GREATESTIN 
S2EBVSSSBRB LP2tHOur, In 
TOTAL, IN., 
PCT. NORMAL 
= SINCE Mar 1 
= «& ZETOTAL IN, 
B B RPSINCE Jan's 
_. =. « [| PCT. NORMAL 
& & 3 8B SESINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 
.50 INCH 
OR MORE 





TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
SCRANTON 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 


fea 
Bas 


> 
N 


w 
~% 


8 & S&B EPAVERAGE 
Py 
3 2&8 8 SitoraL wn 
Sd 
2 


BEBRL Seg gpEXTREME 


PoOhAS Ho ao BG 
S6écthodood 
FIREARBS 


S8SIVssgaa 


RSASSSesenseae 
eseseeesees 5 apivenice 


SBSESLSESS 


aa 
a 


a) 
Ss} 
eeeecoeo ec eoac eee ce oc of 90 ANDABOVE 


eooeooH- ==) = @ = 0 co o of B2AND BELOW 


“~O@O-NO NV FOOD ATW W = wD 
oo---$—-ocOCcCCOCCOCO--o0 


fez) 
N 


S; SRBBRSsS*RoAS 
3 rs 


oi! 
_ 
—- |! 


s 
BESER 


a 


BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRIST! 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 


SELRSSSLRFGSSTILSSLSLSSSR, SESHSSKSBTaRERs SPE 
NSSESBBRBBSEE ARB 


SSRSERLLKKSLHSRASVSBSKSSES, B28 
NANNN=|"NDOHNANDCBOOs Os BNaOe 
eonooooeoeeceoeeoeeoeeeeoceocococnc . 
e-ccocecooeowoceoeoeoeoanamaoococnc., 
“~=-SCSCONN=$"CNHNHO LA HOWHHWHWHAWNDAD, 
ecoooco-=-CONNNN==00-- 42NNEN, 


~ 
a 

w 

~~ 


FBS, 
=a8i 


3 
BSl28hBZ, 
6 


a88a 
“~@-o-o0o NWN! 
o 


“ 
Ls) 


SSSe8 
SSSEtSESSRSFSESSESE, SSSESFSASERVaRKS 


RES28E8 


SEIIGRSLSRSFSLSLFLILSRSL; BAKRKSFEKBSKKSKKRLSRSELBKBSRRSZ, RKB 
g 


BSBaARLBSSSARSARSL 
Sr~z=wkhewHH =! 


~ 


69 
307 
156 

220 65 

106 70 

0.31 48 d 62 
42 

67 

64 


PSSSELCLELSEVELBS2ESRERSB 


BENSESERB 


24 105 


24 1.41 . 279 186 
27 0.41 0.11 1.16 11 
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SNOTEL Basin-Average Percent of Normal Snow Water Content 
On April 1, 1998 
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March Weather and Crop Summary 








Weather 





March's weather featured an impressive cold outbreak (about 150 
daily-record lows from March 7-13) followed by a summer-like 
warm spell (about 200 daily-record highs and more than 20 
monthly record highs from March 22-31). The Arctic outbreak 
produced the coldest weather of the season in many locations 
across the Central and Southeastern States in an otherwise mild 
winter. Snow cover protected winter wheat on the central and 
northern Plains, but in the Southeast, tender vegetation and peach 
blooms were damaged by three consecutive freezes (March 11- 
13). March temperatures ranged from 2 to 7°F below normal on 
the Plains to as much as 5°F above normal in the Great Lakes and 
Northeastern States. Monthly readings averaged within 2°F of 
normal in California and the Southwest, although sharply cooler air 
arrived at month's end, in conjunction with a renewed series of 
storms. 


In California, a month-long stretch without torrential rain--which 
allowed for recovery from the February deluge--was replaced by 
cold, wet conditions toward month's end. Monthly rainfall totaled 
more than 200 percent of normal across parts of southern 
California, the Southwest, and the southern Plains. In California, 
Bakersfield's seasonal (July 1, 1997, to date) rainfall reached an 
all-time-record 11.82 inches, breaking their 1977-78 standard of 
11.73 inches. Rainfall of 7.34 inches in Tulsa, OK was their third- 
highest March total on record, and greatest since 11.94 inches fell 
in 1973. Wet conditions were also noted across the upper 
Midwest and much of the East. March precipitation records were 
established in Alpena, MI (7.32 inches), Madison, WI (5.46 
inches), and Sioux Falls, SD (4.08 inches). Alpena also tallied a 
March-record snowfall (46.6 inches). 


An active storm track across the Central and Midwestern States 
helped to provide abundant snowfall. Monthly totals of 13.6 
inches in Wichita, KS and 12.3 inches in Norfolk, NE represented 
more than 50 percent of their respective season-to-date totals. On 
March 8, Des Moines, IA received 11.0 inches of snow, their 
greatest calendar-day total on record in March. Little more than a 
week later, on March 17-19, another storm dumped 40.1 inches in 
Coal Creek Canyon, CO, west of Denver. The storm helped to lift 
monthly snowfall to 17.5 inches in Colorado Springs, CO and 18.5 
inches in Dodge City, KS. Snow returned to the Western and 
North Central States toward month's end, helping to boost monthly 
snowfall to 35.8 inches in Flagstaff, AZ and 21.4 inches in Sioux 
Falls, SD. On southern California's Mt. Laguna, the snow depth 
reached 19 inches on March 29. The last two weather systems 
also produced a wide variety of severe weather, including several 
tornadoes. On March 20, a total of 15 people were killed in 
Georgia and North Carolina. Nine days later, two people in 
Minnesota died in separate tornadoes. 


During a 96-hour period early in the month (March 4-8), 4 to 12 
inches of rain inundated parts of the Southeast. The downpours, 


a culmination of a 5-month wet spell, sent rivers to near-record 
levels in parts of Alabama, Georgia, and western Florida. In 
southeastern Alabama, the Pea River at Elba crested at 9.20 feet 
above flood stage on March 9, 2 days after overwhelming a levee 
and flooding much of the town. The crest was Elba's third highest 
on record, 10 inches above the July 1994 (Tropical Storm 
Alberto) level. Other gauging points that approached record 
stages included the Apalachicola River at Blountstown, FL (third 
highest on record), the Withlacoochee River at Valdosta, GA 
(fourth highest), and the Choctawhatchee River at Newton, AL 
(fourth highest). In addition, severe flooding occurred along parts 
of Georgia's Flint River. Meanwhile in Virginia, a continuation of 
wet conditions through most of the month resulted in record 
January-March precipitation in locations such as Roanoke (21.17 
inches; 232 percent of normal) and Richmond (19.33 inches; 193 
percent). 


On March 9, streaks of above-normal temperatures ended at 47 
days in Moline, IL and 53 days in Milwaukee, WI. During the 
Arctic outbreak of March 7-13, monthly records were established 
in Rawlins, WY (-23°F on the 8th) and Hastings, NE (-15°F on the 
11th). On the 11th in South Dakota, Rapid City's low of -18°F 
was their second-lowest reading in March, behind -21°F on March 
8, 1996. Other lows included -27°F in Valentine, NE and 
-28°F in Williston, ND. March-record barometric readings were 
established in Wichita, KS (30.91 inches), Des Moines, IA (30.90 
inches), St. Louis, MO (30.81 inches), and Columbia, MO (30.80 
inches). A day later in Iowa, lows of -24°F in Bedford and Guthrie 
Center ranked as the State's fourth-lowest March readings. In 
Omaha, NE, a low of -11°F represented the latest occurrence of 
the season's lowest temperature. Kansas City, MO posted a low 
of -7°F, their latest sub-zero reading during any winter season. 


Across the Southeast, a 3-day spell of damaging cold commenced 
on March 11. Total durations of sub-28°F cold reached 10 to 34 
hours across northern Georgia and the northwestern half of South 
Carolina. By March 13, sub-freezing readings were noted as far 
south as the Florida cities of Gainesville (29°F) and Ocala (30°F). 
Other minima in the Southeast included 20°F at both Augusta, GA 
and Columbia, SC. 


In the East, the late-month record warmth came just a few days 
after a significant snowstorm. On March 22, 5.0 inches fell in 
New York's Central Park, boosting the season-to-date snowfall to 
5.5 inches. Nine days later, the Park posted a March-record-tying 
high of 86°F. Other totals during the March 21-22 storm included 
13 inches in Conway, NH and 16 inches in Essex, VT. But on the 
last 4 days of the month, highs soared to March-record levels in 
more than 20 locations. On the 31st, highs reached 89°F in 
Boston, MA, Concord, NH, Albany, NY, and Hartford, CT. In 
Portland, ME, a high of 88°F on the 31st was not only a monthly 
record, but also represented a March-record 84-degree swing from 
their low of 4°F on the 13th. 
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Monthly temperatures ranged from 1 to 14°F above normal in Alaska. Especially 
mild readings were observed across the western half of the State, but very stormy 
conditions prevailed in the extreme west and south. Departures reached +12.6°F 
in Nome, second only to March 1981, and +10.5°F in McGrath, the third-highest 
March value on record. Juneau posted a March-record high of 61°F on the 21st. 
Kodiak netted March-record precipitation (12.73 inches, or 275 percent of 
normal), fueled by daily-record totals on the 7th, 13th, 16th, 17th, and 19th. Their 
24-hour rainfall of 2.28 inches on March 16-17 represented a March record. In 
the Aleutians, Cold Bay clocked wind gusts at or above 40 mph on the last 10 
days of the month, including a March-record gust to 88 mph on the 23rd. In 
contrast, Anchorage marked their second-driest March on record (only a trace fell 
in 1983), receiving only 0.07 inches of precipitation. 


Serious drought continued in Hawaii through March. On Oahu, Honolulu 
experienced their third-driest March (0.03 inches; 1 percent of normal) and 
January-March (1.01 inches; 13 percent) periods on record. At the major 
reporting stations, 6-month rainfall ranged from 4.86 inches (28 percent of 
normal) in Honolulu to 16.68 inches (59 percent) in Lihue. Hilo received 37.47 
inches (47 percent of normal) from October to March, but only 6.21 inches (18 
percent) since January 1, 1998. 








Fieldwork 








March-Record Highs (°F) 





Location 
Concord, NH 
Blue Hill Obs., MA 
Atlantic City, NJ 
Harrisburg, PA 
Allentown, PA 
Wilmington, DE 
Scranton, PA 
Binghamton, NY 
Flint, MI 
Boston, MA 
Concord, NH 
Albany, NY 


High/Date Former Record/Date 
86 on March 28 85 in March 1977 

86 on March 28 85 on March 29, 1945 
87 on March 30 87 on March 29, 1945 
87 on March 30 86 on March 29, 1945 
87 on March 30 86 on March 29, 1945 
86 on March 30 86 on March 21, 1948 
84 on March 30 84 on March 29, 1905 
82 on March 30 82 on March 30, 1977 
79 on March 30 79 on March 28, 1945* 
89 on March 31 86 on March 29, 1945 
89 on March 31 86 on March 28, 1998 
89 on March 31 86 on March 30, 1986 


Hartford, CT 
Union Village, VT 
Portland, ME 
Williamsport, PA 
Central Park, NY 
Scranton, PA 
Massena, NY 
Burlington, VT 
Worcester, MA 
St. Johnsbury, VT 
Binghamton, NY 
Montpelier, VT 


89 on March 31 
88 on March 31 
88 on March 31 
87 on March 31 
86 on March 31 
85 on March 31 
85 on March 31 
84 on March 31 
84 on March 31 
83 on March 31 
82 on March 31 
80 on March 31 


87 on March 30, 1977 


not available 


86 on March 29, 1946 
87 on March 30, 1986 
86 on March 29, 1945 
84 on March 30, 1998* 


not available 


84 on March 29, 1946 
84 on March 29, 1946 


not available 


82 on March 30, 1998* 


not available 


* The record also occurred on at least one earlier occasion. 


Cold weather slowed winter wheat development in 
the central Great Plains and Southeast early in the 
month. Considerable leaf burn resulted from a 
mid-month blast of cold air that brought sub-zero 
temperatures as far south as Kansas. However, 
permanent damage from the strong winds and 
freezing temperatures was expected to be minor. 
Farther north, snow cover helped protect the crop 
from the windy, cold conditions. As the cold air 
retreated, growth resumed, accelerating late in the 
month when record-high temperatures pushed 
northward into the High Plains. By the end of the 
month, over half of the crop had reached the 
jointing stage in Oklahoma, and the crop was 
beginning to head in Texas and Louisiana. 


Warm, dry weather during the last week of the 
month allowed farmers in the Corn Belt and 
northern Plains to begin spring tillage operations. 
Some oats were seeded in Illinois, and Colorado 
producers made good progress on their small grain 
seedings. In the Southeast, rain caused flooding, 
delaying corn planting and keeping farmers out of 
their fields until late in the month. In Georgia, a 
few cotton and soybean fields remained 
unharvested from last year’s crop. Corn planting 
accelerated during the final week of the month, but 
remained behind normal. A sugarcane plant in 
Florida expected to remain in operation until April 
to finish processing the late-harvested crop. 


Peach orchards suffered frost damage when sub- 
freezing temperatures reached the Gulf coast and 
northern Florida for three straight nights. Blooms 
were killed on some early varieties. Strawberry 
and blueberry growers also struggled to save their 
crops. In Texas, some pecan trees lost blooms to 
the cold weather. 


The Pacific Coast States began the month with a 
continuation of below-normal temperatures, but the 
earlier stormy pattern abated in California and 
allowed fieldwork to resume in most areas. Most 
small grain and alfalfa fields recovered from earlier 
flooding, but some low-lying wheat and barley 
fields remained wet and growth was stunted. 
Sunny weather assisted pollination of almonds and 
stone fruits. Some cotton was planted in the San 
Joaquin Valley, but soil temperatures were still too 
low in most areas. 
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY 
March 1998 
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AVERAGE 
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DEPARTURE 


STATES 
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STATIONS 
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PRECIP. 





DEPARTURE 


DEPARTURE 








BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 
NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
PRESCOTT 
TUCSON 
YUMA 


CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 

GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 

MIAMI 

ORLANDO 
TAMPA 
VALPARAISO/EGLIN 
WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 

HILO 

HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 

UHUE 

BOISE 

LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 

PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
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CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 


BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 
TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
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SCRANTON 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 

SAN JUAN 
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National Agricultural Summary 





March 30 - April 5, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Continued warm weather enabled farmers in the South 
to complete much-needed fieldwork. Winter wheat 
benefited from generally good soil moisture and mild 
temperatures. Corn Belt farmers attempted to prepare 


fields for the planting season, but sporadic rains 
limited their efforts. Acool, wet pattern returned to the 
Southwestern States, delaying many farming activities, 
especially in California. 





Winter wheat: The mild winter left the crop in mostly 
good condition, and nearly a fifth of the crop was rated 
excellent. In Kansas and Oklahoma, 86 percent of the crop 
was in good or excellent condition. Soil moisture and 
temperatures were generally favorable for crop 
development in most States. As a result, jointing was 
ahead of normal in many areas of the southern Plains, 
Southeast, and eastern Corn Belt. Development in Kansas 
and Georgia was less advanced, with jointing progress 
approximately a week behind normal. Heading 
development was progressing at a normal pace, with 2 
percent of the crop at that stage. In California, nearly a 
third of the crop was headed, well ahead of the 5-year 
average. 


Corn: Favorable weather allowed planting to progress 
quickly in Texas and Georgia, where farmers typically have 
about half of their corn crop planted by this date. Good 
progress was also made in the Bootheel of Missouri and in 
North Carolina. In recently planted Texas corn fields, 
seedlings were emerging, aided by warm weather. In the 
major Corn Belt States, soils were wet and cold. Muddy 


Soe tenia RRR 


GOES-8 IR 
Aprik 1, 1998 
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fields limited spring tillage operations, particularly in Iowa, 
where virtually no fieldwork was done. However, field 


preparation delays have not affected the planting schedule 
so far. 


Cotton: Warm, dry weather arrived in the Gulf Coast 
States just as the planting season began, allowing Southern 
cotton growers to begin their planting on schedule. 
Nationally, planting progress was slightly behind the 5-year 
average. Farmers in the Southwest cotton regions 
experienced frequent delays caused by repeated storms that 
kept most fields too wet to plant. Cold soils were also 
blamed for planting delays. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting has been delayed by wet 
fields in most of the Southern States except Texas, where 


farmers continued planting on schedule. Nationally, 
progress is only slightly behind the S-year average. Rice 
growers made good planting progress, with 10 percent of 
the crop seeded, equal to the 5-year average. Farmers in 
Idaho have planted 21 percent of their spring wheat in spite 
of intermittent showers. 


After several days of record warmth in 
the East, showers, thunderstorms, and 
cooler conditions return to the region. 

Across the western Com Belt, meanwhile, 
a low-pressure system drops additional 
precipitation on already saturated soils. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending April 5, 1998 











Winter Wheat Percent Headed Cotton Percent Planted Oats Percent Planted 
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These 9 States produced 54% of 


last year's oat acreage. 
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These 19 States produced 92% of 
last year's winter wheat acreage. 








Corn Percent Planted 


These 14 States produced 99% of 
last year's cotton acreage. 


Rice Percent Pianted 








Aprs 
1998 


Prev 


Week 


Prev 
Year 








Sorghum Percent Planted 


AR 


0 





CA 


0 


0 





LA 


37 





Aprs 
1996 


Prev 
Week 


Prev 
Year 





MS 


4 


10 
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32 


2 





AR 


NA 
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16 


11 


10 





co 


NA 








IL 


NA 


These 5 States produced 97% of 


last year's rice acreage. 
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KS 


NA 
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NA 
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NA 
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NA 


NE 
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Winter Wheat Crop Condition 
by Percent 
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These 17 States produced 90% of 
last year's corn acreage. 











These 12 States produced 99% of 
last year's sorghum acreage. 
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Spring Wheat Percent Planted 
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These 5 States produced 96% of 
last year's spring wheat acreage. 
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EX - Excellent 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 8% short, 
77% adequate, 15% surplus. Acreage prepared 46%, 49% 1997, 
47% avg. Com planted 55%, 50% 1997, 41% avg. Wheat headed 
22%, 39% 1997, 23% avg. Wheat 1% very poor, 2% poor, 25% 
fair, 64% good, 8% excellent. Livestock 1% very poor, 9% poor, 
35% fair, 49% good, 6% excellent. Other activities included general 
care of livestock, poultry, catfish. 





ARIZONA: Cotton 15% planted, 23% 1997, 16% avg. Harvest 
activity 34% not being harvested, 4% light, 32% moderate, 30% 
active. Alfalfa 1% poor, 17% fair, 86% good, 14% excellent. Small 
grains, 38% headed, 52% 1997, 48% avg. Small grain 1% very 
poor, 6% poor, 25% fair, 57% good, 11% excellent. Range, 
pasture feed 1% very poor, 7% poor, 20% fair, 48% good, 24% 
excellent. High elevation pastures mainly good to excellent. Lower 
elevations primarily good, while mid-elevation pastures mixed. 
Livestock fair to good. Soil moisture, stock water adequate. Insect 
damage minimal. Central growers shipped artichokes, broccoli, 
cabbage, Caloundra, dill, green onions, iceberg, leaf, romaine 
lettuce, kale, mixed greens, parsley, spinach, Swiss chard. 
Westem growers shipped anise, broccofiower, broccoli, cabbage, 
cauliflower, celery, endive, escarole, flowering kale, leeks, salad 
Savoy, speciality leaf, spinach. Western lettuce included boston, 
iceberg, leaf, romaine. Central citrus harvested valencies, 
grapefruit; western harvest included lemons, valencies. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Topsoil 1% short, 
72% adequate, 27% surplus. Livestock are reported good. Main 
farming activities: Planting preparation, planting of row crops, 
fertilizing pastures, wheat. Other activities: Field preparation for 
tomatoes, spraying of peach orchards for diseases, spraying 
pastures for weed, applying burn-down herbicides. 





CALIFORNIA: Steady rains, wind continued to cause more small 
grain lodging in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Wheat, barley 
head development was ongoing in central, southern counties. 
Where conditions permitted, aerial applications of fertilizers, 
herbicides were still being done in wheat fields. Ground preparation 
for planting corn, cotton and dry beans was at a virtual standstill 
until soils dry. A few early seeded corn fields were emerging in 
southern counties. Cotton planting was delayed by the rain, cool 
soil temperatures in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Many 
previously seeded cotton fields will be reseeded, due to poor 
germination caused by low soil temperatures, excessive moisture. 
Desert area cotton planting was completed. Sugar beets were 
thinned, hand weeded. Rice fields were still too wet to cultivate in 
the Sacramento Valley. Alfalfa, sudan grass and winter forages 
were Cut for hay or green chopped before the storms. Growers 
continued work in orchards, vineyards when weather permitted. 
Unfavorable weather hampered pollination of late tree fruit and 
walnuts. Herbicide, fungicide application continued in tree, vine 
crops. Late varieties of stone fruit were blooming. Walnut orchards 
were blooming, grapes were budding. Almond growers reported 
set lighter than last year. Oranges, tangelos, lemons were 
harvested. Now that most navel oranges have been picked, 
handlers were moving to valencies. Olive, citrus pruning continued 
as weather permitted. Field activities delayed in the San Joaquin, 
Sacramento Valleys, due to wet weather. Asparagus harvest 
ended in the Imperial, Coachella Valleys, as harvest progressed in 
the coastal, San Joaquin Valleys. Broccoli, cauliflower were 
harvested in the coastal area. Spring lettuce was weeded, thinned, 
sprayed for mildew control. Spring melons progressed in the 
Imperial, Coachella Valleys. Cantaloupe, honeydew melon harvest 
began in the desert valleys. Rain halted sweet potato planting in 





Merced County. Sweet corn was planted; previously planted fields 
were doing well. Garlic, onion crops were growing well. Harvesting 
of artichokes continued along the coast. Cabbage was harvested 
in the Imperial, San Joaquin Valleys. Other crops harvested were 
potatoes, cilantro, parsley, mushrooms, Carrots, onions, radishes. 
Pasture, rangeland were in excellent condition throughout most of 
the State. Weather conditions were perfect for the growth of 
pasture, rangeland vegetation. Range animals made good weight 
gains on abundant forage. Cold, muddy conditions continued to 
stress dairy animals. Bees were pollinating cherry orchards. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 2% very 
short, 17% short, 73% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 1% very 
short, 18% short, 77% adequate, 4% surplus. Spring barley 70% 
seeded, 32% 1997, 24% avg. Oats 32% seeded, 43% 1997, 26% 
avg. Dry onions 55% planted, 54% 1997, 43% avg. Sugar beets 
9% planted, 22% 1997, 23% avg. Spring wheat 21% planted, 20% 
1997, 12% avg. Winter wheat 7% pastured, 5% 1997, 6% avg. 
Cows 65% calved, 70% 1997, 70% avg. Ewes 78% lambed, 67% 
1997, 72% avg. Livestock in mostly fair to good. 





DELAWARE: Wet ground continues to delay pea, potato 
planting. Some low lying small grain field may suffer damage due 
to standing water. Fruit crop was doing well, may be a couple of 
weeks ahead of schedule, making it susceptible to a late freeze. 
Livestock, poultry fair to good. Wet feed lots presented some 
problems with livestock. Hay, feed good. Activities: Spreading 
chicken manure, top-dressing small grains, broadcasting fertilizer 
for row crops, planting of peas, potatoes. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil in Panhandle, northern Peninsula mostly short 
to adequate. Central Peninsula, soil moisture adequate to surplus, 
with southern Peninsula mostly adequate with scattered areas of 
short moisture. Dry, warm weather reduced flooding. Sugarcane 
growth normal. Sugarcane mills closing for season. Tobacco 
transplanting winding down. Corn planting active. Wheat looks 
good. Field preparations for spring planted crops active. Warmer 
temperatures are boosting vegetable growth, aiding recovery from 
recent adverse weather. Vegetables harvested during week include 
snap beans, cabbage, carrots, celery, sweet corn, cucumbers, 
eggplant, endive, escarole, lettuce, parsley, peppers, potatoes, 
radishes, squash, strawberries, tomatoes. In citrus areas, warm 
temperatures, little rain most of week until 3rd night, 4th morning. 
Abundant new growth, new full open bloom. Valencia orange 
harvest very active all areas. Grapefruit harvest most active lower 
east coast for both fresh, process use. Temple, Honey tangerine 
movement slowing. Caretakers cutting cover crops, post bloom 
spraying, with hedging, topping continuing. Dry, warm weather has 
helped flood waters to recede. Warm temperatures helped warm 
season pastures green up, but there has not been much growth 
yet. In many areas, cattle are on short grass so supplemental 
feeding active. in Panhandle, some pastures in need of rain. 
Pasture feed very poor 15%, poor 5%, fair 50%, good 30%. Cattle 
poor 15%, fair 50%, good 35%. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 6% 
short, 76% adequate, 18% surplus. Corn 7% poor, 22% fair, 63% 
good, 8% excellent; 56% planted, 76% 1997, 60% avg.; 29% 
emerged. Cotton 1% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Hay 1% very 
poor, 6% poor, 39% fair, 48% good, 6% excellent. Peanuts 0% 
planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Tobacco 1% poor, 31% fair, 61% 
good, 7% excellent; 27% transplanted, 68% 1997, 43% avg. 
Wheat 2% very poor, 9% poor, 32% fair, 49% good, 8% excellent; 
81% jointing, 97% 1997, 92% avg.; 43% boot, 77% 1997, 50% 
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avg.; 7% headed, 48% 1997, 19% avg. Onions 9% poor, 29% fair, 
58% good, 4% excellent. Watermelons 1% poor, 39% fair, 52% 
good, 8% excellent; 44% planted, 69% 1997, 50% avg. Apples 2% 
very poor, 5% poor, 37% fair, 55% good, 1% excellent; 36% 
blooming, 43% 1997, 20% avg. Peaches 17% very poor, 18% 
poor, 34% fair, 26% good, 5% excellent; 99% blooming, 100% 
1997, 97% avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 6% poor, 35% fair, 
50% good, 7% excellent. Activities: Fieldwork progressed well. 
Rain in some parts of the State was beneficial to planted corn. 
Tobacco transplanting. Wheat development improving. 
Watermeion planting. Farm activities: Applying fertilizer to pastures, 
hayfields; spraying for weeds. Disease, insect threat on vegetables, 
tobacco have some farmers spraying crop protectants. Other 
activities: Spraying pecan trees, setting out vegetables, general 
livestock work. 


HAWAII: Weather conditions variable for agriculture. High 
pressure systems north of State dominated weather. Gusty winds 
associated with high pressure system brought windward showers 
on all islands. Warm days, cool nights. Mostly sunny and dry in 
leeward areas. Irrigated crops made favorable growth. Non- 
irrigated crops in need of rain. Soil moisture low to adequate. 
Banana orchards improved with rains, some leaf shredding. 
Papaya harvesting seasonally light. Dry conditions affecting some 
leeward Hawaii macadamia nut orchards. 








IDAHO: Day suitable for fieldwork 3.6. Topsoil 3% very short 
65% adequate, 32% surplus. Calving is 79% complete, lambing 
80%. Field preparation throughout State was slowed by 
intermittent rain showers. South-central areas halted fieldwork due 
to a late-winter snow storm. Stone fruits commence bloom, 
apricots post bloom. Hay, roughage supply 10% surplus, 85% 
adequate, 5% short. Irrigation supply 46% excellent, 54% good. 
Dry peas planted 10%, 1997 3%, avg. 3%. Lentils planted 2%. 
Oats planted 10%, 1997 4%, avg. 6%. Onions planted 48%, 1997 
81%, avg. 53%; emerged 4%, 1997 6%, avg. 3%. Potatoes 
planted 2%, 1997 2%, avg. 1%. Barley planted 12%, 1997 14%, 
avg. 16%; emerged 3%, 1997 3%, avg. 3%. Spring wheat 
emerged 5%, 1997 4%, avg. 5%. Sugar beets planted 25%, 1997 
37%, avg. 25%; emerged 4%, 1997 6%, avg. 2%. Activities: 
Planting small grains, dry peas, lentils, onions, sugar beets, 
shipping seed potatoes, calving, lambing, feeding livestock, 
branding calves, fertilizing, disking, repairing machinery. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3. Topsoil 1% short, 56% 
adequate, 43% surplus. Wet conditions across the State last week 
made it difficult for farmers to begin spring fieldwork. When 
weather conditions cooperated, activities included planting oats, 
applying nitrogen to the wheat crop, spreading manure. Muddy lots 
were a problem throughout the State, making it difficult to tend 
livestock. Fruit trees are beginning to bloom, and there is some 
concern over the amount of damage caused by the late frost. 
Other farm activities included preparing field equipment, hauling 
grain. Alfalfa hay 1% very poor, 1% poor, 11% fair, 77% good, 
10% excellent. Pasture range 1% very poor, 4% poor, 20% fair, 
61% good, 14% excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 1% short, 53% 
adequate, 46% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 10% short, 69% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Winter wheat 25% jointed, 2% 1997, 2% 
avg. The mild winter has left the wheat in good condition and about 
1 to 2 weeks ahead of normal maturity. Range, pasture 5% poor, 
37% fair, 49% good, 9% excellent. Activities: Spreading fertilizer, 
marketing grain, livestock, repairing machinery, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.2. Topsoil short 1%, 
adequate 43%, surplus 56%. Subsoil very short 1%, short 8%, 
adequate 55%, surplus 36%. 1998 row crops primary seedbed 
preparation completed (includes fall tillage) 54%, 40% 1997, 41% 
avg.; fertilizer application completed (includes fall application) 50%, 
45% 1997, 42% avg. Oats planted 1%, 26% 1997, 21% avg. 
Winter wheat 3% poor, 37% fair, 51% good, 9% excellent. Percent 
crop lost to winter kill 1% winter wheat, 4% alfalfa hay, 3% red 





clover hay. Cooler than normal, mud a major problem for calving. 
Above-avg. Calf losses due to mud, scours. 


KANSAS: Topsoil 1% short, 50% adequate, 49% surplus. 
Subsoil 2% short, 69% adequate, 29% surplus. Wheat jointing 
18%, 42% 1997, 24% avg. Wheat wind damage 1% moderate, 
5% light, 94% none. Wheat freeze damage 1% moderate, 7% 
light, 92% none. Oats seeded 67%, 100% 1997, 83% avg. Winter 
wheat mostly good to excellent. Insect infestations were light, with 
a few reports of army cutworms, winter grain mites. Disease 
infestations were also light, with some reports of leaf rust, speckled 
leaf blotch, wheat streak mosaic. Field activities were limited due to 
wet fields. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 4% poor, 22% fair, 65% 
good, 8% excellent. Major livestock activities calving, lambing, 
moving cattle off wheat pastures. Muddy conditions persist. 








KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil 9% short, 
85% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 12% short, 77% adequate, 
11% surplus. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 12% poor, 31% fair, 46% 
good, 10% excellent. Above-average temperatures were felt 
throughout the State for the first week of April. Land was being 
prepared for corn planting, tobacco beds were being seeded. 
About 60% of tobacco beds were seeded and corn planting was 
underway in the western part of the State. Clean up sales for burley 
are being held the week of April 6. Producers reported a 15% loss 
in winter wheat, barley acreage due to winter kill. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 1% 
very short, 7% short, 81% adequate, 11% surplus. Corn 96% 
planted, 82% 1997, 81% avg.; 71% emerged, 50% 1997, 50% avg. 
Corn planting is nearing completion. Rice 20% emerged, 19% 
1997, 14% avg. Rice planting progressed well, with good stands 
reported. Spring plowing 71% plowing, 44% 1997, 59% avg. 
Sugarcane 5% poor, 20% fair, 57% good, 18% excellent. Wheat 
3% very poor, 7% poor, 35% fair, 53% good, 2% excellent,; 73% 
headed, 49% 1997, 35% avg. Livestock 8% poor, 37% fair, 51% 
good, 5% excellent. Vegetables 2% very poor, 13% poor, 33% fair, 
49% good, 3% excellent. Vegetable planting has begun although 
high winds have reportedly damaged some transplanted crops. 
Pasture 7% poor, 34% fair, 53% good, 6% excellent. 


MARYLAND: Drier weather aided the advance of field 
preparation for spring planting. Farmers were busy with nitrogen 
applications, field preparations for corn planting. Warmer than 
normal temperatures, overall mild winter has fruit trees blooming 
ahead of normal, making them susceptible to a late freeze. The 
hay, feed supply for the Lower Eastern shore rated good, however 
for the upper Eastem shore, the Western shore, hay supplies rated 
very poor to fair. Pastures have made good progress which may 
alleviate some short hay supplies. In general the small grain crops 
are in fair to good condition. Activities: Fertilizing small grains and 
plowing fields(when condition allows). 


MICHIGAN: Wheat has come through the winter in good 
condition. Frozen ground in early March allowed farmers to top 
dress wheat fields. Mild temperatures in late March accelerated 
wheat growth and fruit development. With the mild weather, 
farmers are looking to an early sugar beet planting. Feed is in good 
supply. Major activities for the month were repairing equipment, 
planning for spring, hauling manure, spreading fertilizer, and caring 
for livestock. 











MINNESOTA: Parts of southern State spent the week recovering 
from the tornadoes that occurred 29th. Precipitation continued 
early in the week, which hampered the clean-up efforts of those 
devastated by the strong storm. Also, significant snowfall was 
received in western and central regions of the State. Much of the 
state enjoyed above-normal temperatures, drier conditions during 
the latter part of the week. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Soil moisture 2% 
short, 67% adequate, 31% surplus. Corn 52% planted, 54% 1997, 
42% avg.; 19% emerged, 21% 1997, 17% avg. Rice 4% planted, 
10% 1997, 7% avg. Wheat 76% jointed, 79% 1997, 78% avg.; 
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10% heading, 17% 1997, 8% avg.; 3% very poor, 7% poor, 47% 
fair, 41% good, 2% excellent. Watermelons 16% planted, 30% 
1997, 21% avg. Cattle 1% very poor, 5% poor, 25% fair, 53% 
good, 16% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 11% poor, 30% 
fair, 45% good, 13% excellent. Activities: Planting corn, applying 
fertilizer, preparing fields, feeding cattle. 


MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Topsoil 35% 
adequate, 65% surplus. Extremely wet weather across the State 
prevented most early fieldwork operations from being performed 
during the month of March. Corn intended acreage is 5% in the 
ground. Com planting progress was made in the Bootheel, where 
22% is planted, all other areas are still too wet for fieldwork. 
Condition winter wheat ranges from about 41% good to excellent 
in the southeast to 50% or more in all other districts. Oats sown 
20%, 55% 1997, 48% avg. Ground tilled for spring crops 40%, 
50% 1997, 49% avg. Precipitation for the past week averaged 1.53 
in. and for the month of March averaged 5.93 in. This has been the 
wettest March in over 10 years. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 7% 
poor, 23% fair, 49% good, 17% excellent. 


MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Fieldwork in 
progress 79% none, 18% just started, 3% well underway. Fields in 
some areas remain too wet to work in. At the end of the week, 
topsoil 9% very short, 22% short, 64% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Subsoil 12% very short, 36% short, 50% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Winter wheat emergence 15% still dormant, 54% greening, 31% 
green and growing. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 8% poor, 34% 
fair, 53% good, 4% excellent. Winter wheat wind damage 1% 
heavy, 5% moderate, 36% light, 58% none. Freeze, drought 
damage to winter wheat 1% heavy, 16% moderate, 24% light, 59% 
none. Seeding of spring wheat 1% complete, barley 2% complete, 
oats 1% complete, sugar beets 1% complete. Livestock good to 
excellent, with minimal calving and lambing losses. Mild winter has 
left feed supplies in good shape. Calving is 63% complete, lambing 
is 42% complete. Supplemental feeding continues with 96% of 
cattle and calves and 92% of sheep and lambs receiving 
supplemental feeding. 











NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 1.5. Topsoil 1% very 
short, 6% short, 61% adequate, 32% surplus. Subsoil 8% short, 
81% adequate, 11% surplus. Fieldwork was limited last week due 
to snow, rainfall across most of the State. Winter wheat 1% very 
poor, 5% poor, 25% fair, 55% good, 14% excellent; army cutworms 
Panhandle, southwestern counties; southwest producers spraying 
for control. Oats 14% seeded, 33% 1997, 24% avg. Pasture feed 
3% poor, 24% fair, 66% good, 7% excellent. Calving 76% 
complete. Activities: Limited oats seeding, spring tillage, stalk 
shredding, spring equipment preparation, grain marketing, tax, Ag 
census paperwork, livestock care. 





NEVADA: Cool, rainy weather prevailed throughout the week 
across most of State. Record snowpack in the Sierra was further 
bolstered. Rains delayed fieldwork, cool temperatures deterred 
range, crop growth. Flood potential remains for small streams, low- 
lying areas along the eastern Sierra as warmer rains threaten to 
accelerate snow melt. Spring grain planting was interrupted by 
rainfall in central valleys, yet to begin in the north. Cooler weather 
slowed hay growth, while crop good. Calving was underway, some 
livestock were being moved to spring pasture. Lambing, shearing 
were underway. Sod was being cut in the extreme south. Weed 
burning underway. Main farm, ranch activities: Ditch repair, 
cleanup, working livestock, grain planting, field leveling. 


NEW ENGLAND: Heavy thunderstorms in northern areas 
combined with snowmelt from well-above-normal temperatures on 
31st caused flooding in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. 
Maple production winding down. Farmers in southern New 
England preparing ground for plantng. Beef cows starting to calf. 
Major farm activities: Plowing fields; fixing fences; caring for 
livestock. 








NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Farmers are active 
plowing, discing, caring for livestock, preparing, organizing records 





for tax, census purposes. Harvesting of spinach, dandelion, 
cilantro, leeks occurring. Planting of potatoes, peas, cabbage, 
romaine and Boston lettuce reported in areas of southern areas. 
Planting of sweet com beginning in certain areas of southern areas. 
Peach trees are in full bloom. Apple trees buds are beginning to 
swell. Greenhouse workes are preparing vegetable plants for 
transplant. Nursery workers are digging,shipping plant material. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Temperatures 
again dropped below average statewide as State continued to be 
hit by winter storms. A powerful late-winter storm that moved 
across the State early in the week was followed by a second winter 
system late ist, 2nd. Precipitation was reported at most stations, 
except extreme south, southeast portions of the State. High winds 
produced from storm systems continued to hamper fieldwork, 
Causing light-to-moderate wind damage. Light-to-moderate freeze 
damage again reported to fruit trees. Alfalfa 1% poor, 50% fair, 
44% good, 5% excellent. Chile 12% fair, 80% good, 8% excellent; 
60% planted. Lettuce 20% fair, 60% good, 20% excellent. Onions 
2% fair, 50% good, 48% excellent. Cattle, sheep mostly fair to 
good condition. Pasture feed, range 6% poor, 36% fair, 54% good, 
4% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Rain during the middle of the week improved soil 
moisture. Temperatures were seasonable. Fieldwork progressed 
where soils allowed. Northern maple syrup producers are still 
collecting sap. Recent above-normal temperatures have put fruit 
trees in a precarious situation by accelerating bud development. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Another 
great week helped farmers recover from the lack of dry days earlier 
in the planting season. Significant progress was made in planting 
corn, preparing tobacco beds. Soil moisture 1% short, 74% 
adequate, 25% surplus. Activities included: Planting Irish potatoes, 
com; transplanting cabbage; preparing and tending tobacco beds; 
tending livestock; repairing equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Majority of the State was still too wet for 
fieldwork, despite above-normal temperatures, below-normal 
precipitation. Statewide average starting date for fieldwork is 
expected to be April 17. This compares with last year’s late start of 
May 3 and the 5-year (1993-1997) average of April 26. Before the 
weekend's rain showers, there were limited reports of anhydrous 
pplications along with tillage operations. No plantings were 
reported as of April 5, same as last year and the 5-year average. 
Livestock were generally in good condition and the mild winter did 
not deplete feed supplies. The wet, muddy conditions have also 
caused some scour problems in newbom calves. Calving was 55% 
complete, while lambing was 61% complete. Cattle condition: 1% 
poor, 17% fair, 76% good, 6% excellent; calves: 1% poor, 18% fair, 
74% good, 7% excellent; sheep: 1% poor, 13% fair, 76% good, 
10% excellent; lamb: 2% poor, 14% fair, 73% good, 11% excellent. 
Supplemental feeds were fed to 99% of the sheep, 97% of the 
Cattle. Hay, forage supplies 1% very short, 5% short, 90% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Grain and concentrates 2% short, 95% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Pastures still 95% dormant but 79% were 
open for grazing. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 5% short, 76% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Corn, potato planting is under way. Oats 
planted 3 points ahead of last year. Tobacco beds 42% seeded, 
8% plants up. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 2% poor, 14% fair, 56% 
good, 27% excellent. Hay 2% poor, 16% fair, 58% good, 24% 
excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 2% poor, 18% fair, 55% 
good, 24% excellent. Apples 1% very poor, 1% poor, 24% fair, 
63% good, 11% excellent. Peaches 4% very poor, 7% poor, 22% 
fair, 57% good, 10% excellent. Activities: Applying fertilizer; top 
dressing winter wheat; spreading lime; hauling manure; applying 
pre-emergence herbicides, spraying burn down applications; 
plowing, discing, chiseling; repairing, preparing machinery for 
planting; repairing, building new fences; fixing buildings; installing, 
repairing tile; moving cattle; selling grain; burning brush; picking 
rocks. Northwestern district, growers planting carrots. 
Northeastem district, growers digging nursery stock. In Ashtabula, 
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grapes starting to bloom. Southeastern district, growers are 
planting cabbage transplants, sweet corn. Reporters also 
mentioned peaches, pears, plums, cherries are starting to bloom. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil 2% short, 
82% adequate, 16% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 83% adequate, 
16% surplus. Drier weather led to an increase of fieldwork activity. 
Wheat 82% jointing, 81% 1997, 64% avg. Oats 28% jointing, 55% 
1997, 29% avg. Corn 60% seedbed prepared, 83% 1997, 77% 
avg.; 15% planted, 16% 1997, 14% avg.; 0% up-to-stand, 3% 
1997, 2% avg.; Sorghum 22% seedbed prepared, 18% 1997, 25% 
avg. Soybeans, 26% seedbed prepared, 24% 1997, 36% avg.; 1% 
planted, 3% 1997, 2% avg. Peanuts 18% seedbed prepared, 37% 
1997, 39% avg. Cotton 37% seedbed prepared, 52% 1997, 48% 
avg. Livestock 4% poor, 24% fair, 68% good, 4% excellent. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 1% short, 
77% adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 79% adequate, 
20% surplus. Winter wheat 2% poor, 6% fair, 42% good, 50% 
excellent. Range, pasture feed 19% fair, 77% good, 4% excellent. 
Barley planted 60%, 69% 1997, 39% avg. Activities: Western 
grain crops greening up, growing well after fertilizer, weed sprays 
applied. No winter damage apparent. Spring oats seeded. 
Eastern areas fieldwork, fertilizing underway. Conditions good for 
spring seeding activity, barley planting completed in some areas. 
Mint being planted Mid-Columbia. Sugar beets being planted 
Malheur County. Nurseries shipping, lifting, planting nursery stock. 
Bareroot activity nearing end. Greenhouse crops in good 
condition, shipment of plants to garden centers underway. 
Weather excellent for planting Christmas trees. Eastern onions 
being planted and potato planting underway. Willamette Valley 
planting early salad crops. Onion and processing vegetable fields 
need to dry out. Green peas planted. Willamette Valley: 
strawberries and caneberries greening up. Pears and peaches 
blooming. Cherries and apples showing first stages of blooming. 
Rogue River Valley: peaches and pears in bloom and grapes 
budding. No frost damage evident. South coast cranberry grower 
applying fertilizer materials. Hood River Valley: pruning being 
finished in upper valley, early pear bloom showing in lower valley. 
Mid-Columbia cherries starting bloom. Statewide warm weather 
needed for pollination. Livestock came through winter good and 
spring calving underway in all parts of the State. Western pastures 
growing rapidly, still too wet to pasture heavily. Supplement feeding 
reduced but still needed. Eastern pastures growing, but cold 
weather and nights limiting growth to lower elevation pastures. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for field work 4.1. Soil moisture 
5% short, 80% adequate, 15% surplus. Plowing 23% complete, 
17% 1997, 9% avg. Com planted 0% complete. Oats planted 20% 
complete, 14% 1997, 7% avg. Tobacco beds planted 95% 
complete, 79% 1997. Wheat 1% heading or headed. Wheat crop 
condition is not yet available. Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures stand 5% 
poor, 25% fair, 55% good, 15% excellent. Timothy clover stand 2% 
poor, 20% fair, 65% good, 13% excellent. Peaches 35% pink; 15% 
full bloom or past. Cherries 20% pink, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Apples 
10% pink, 1% 1997, 0% avg. Activities: Planting small grains; 
spreading lime; plowing fields; machinery maintenance; hauling 
manure; Caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Soil moisture 1% short, 62% adequate, 
37% surplus. Cantaloupe 18% planted, 20% avg. Corn 55% 
planted, 74% 1997, 49% avg; 3% poor, 22% fair, 75% good. 
Cucumbers 50% planted, 39% 1997, 29% avg. Hay 10% 
harvested, 24% 1997, 6% avg. Oats 10% headed, 49% 1997, 
16% avg.; 3% very poor, 6% poor, 38% fair, 53% good. Peaches 
1% very poor, 9% poor, 35% fair, 46% good, 9% excellent. Rye 
24% headed, 49% 1997, 10% avg.; 5% very poor, 6% poor, 46% 
fair, 41% good, 2% excellent. Snap beans 40% planted, 34% 
1997, 36% avg. Tobacco 11% transplanted, 9% 1997, 6% avg. 
Watermelons 47% planted, 64% 1997, 40% avg. Winter wheat 7% 
headed, 39% 1997, 9% avg.; 2% very poor, 14% poor, 46% fair, 
35% good, 3% excellent. 








SOUTH DAKOTA: Producers believe that fieldwork will begin 
April 15, 1998, except in some isolated areas of the State where 
spring wheat planting is 3% complete. Other major activities 
include calving, lambing and general maintenance. Winter wheat 
condition was rated 4% poor, 16% fair, 60% good, and 20% 
excellent. Statewide 81% of the winter wheat acreage has broken 
dormancy along with 46% of the winter rye acreage. Topsoil 
conditions were rated as 3%, short, 57% adequate and 40% 
surplus, while subsoil was 1% very short, 5% short, 60% adequate, 
and 28% surplus. Livestock rated 1% poor, 8% fair, 66% good, 
and 25% excellent. Calving and lambing season are well under 
way, with lambing 54% complete and calving 43% complete. Calf 
deaths were rated 24% below normal, 71% normal and 5% above 
normal. Lamb deaths were rated 21% below normal, 77% normal 
and 2% above normal. Producers have moved 18% of the cattle 
to pasture. Feed supplies were rated 4% short, 86% adequate, 
and 10% surplus. Stock water supplies were 2% short, 82% 
adequate, and 16% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: With 4 days suitable for fieldwork, farmers took 
every opportunity between showers to plant corn and seed tobacco 
beds. Producers were able to plant 13 percent of the State’s corn 
acreage last week, which is a few days ahead of normal. Tobacco 
bed seeding is on pace with the 5-year average and plant growth 
is responding well to adequate moisture and warm temperatures. 
Development of the winter wheat crop is 2 to 3 weeks ahead of 
pace with 86 percent jointed. Wheat growers have top dressed 
over 90 percent of the acreage with nitrogen. Apple and peach 
trees are developing ahead of schedule, but the trees suffered 
moderate-to-severe freeze damage in mid-March. As of Friday 
evening, topsoil moisture levels were rated 1 percent short, 68 
percent adequate, and 31 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture levels 
pee rated 2 percent short, 78 percent adequate and 20 percent 
surplus. 





TEXAS: Wam, windy conditions continued all areas allowing field 
activity to make good progress. High winds depleted soil moisture 
in Plains, as result, irrigation increased. Warm weather improved 
emergence on recent planted fields most areas. Increased growth, 
greening on native pastures during week further decreased need 
for supplemental feeding many areas. Livestock conditions 
remained good across State. 

Crops: Corn: Planting got underway few fields in High Plains, 
with more planting expected next week as soil temperatures 
increase. Planting increased North Central fields during week. 
Planting winding down Blacklands where emergence of newly 
planted fields good under warm conditions. Excellent emergence 
reported Central, along Upper Coast. High winds continued cause 
some problems to young plants. Cotton: Planting began few fields 
Central Texas by late week. Planting continued along Upper Coast, 
was winding down Coastal Bend. Emergence good most fieids 
under warm temperatures. Land preparations winding down in 
Plains where planting expected to begin soon. Grain Sorghum: 
Planting operations underway North Central fields during week. 
Planting winding down most Blacklands, with good emergence 
occurring. Planting operations winding down Coastal Bend, along 
Upper Coast. Some cultivating activity occurred during week. 
Land preparations winding down Plains. Rice: Planting activity 
made rapid increase last week along Upper Coast under ideal 
conditions, with flushing occurring some fields. Soybeans: Planting 
underway in Blacklands during week, with early fields emerging 
good stands. Early varieties emerging to good stands along Upper 
Coast. Planting operations increased during week. Small Grains: 
High winds in Plains depleted soil moisture, irrigation increased 
some fields. Most fields look very good at this time. Fields 
continued to head many Central, Southern areas. Progress good 
for week these areas. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, progress good on 
most vegetables. San Antonio- Winter Garden, wind damage 
continued show up on young watermelon plants with some 
replanting necessary. Other vegetables made good progress for 
week. East, bedding for sweet potatoes continued. Planting 
activity other vegetables increased after several weeks wet 
conditions. High Plains, onion planting continued. Land 
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preparations continued for other crops. Trans Pecos, chilies 
emerging, with some problems reported from high winds. Pecans: 
Trees leafing out Central, Southern groves. Buds swelling in Trans 
Pecos. Peaches: Damage to East crop may not have been as 
heavy as earlier thought some groves. Trees blooming in Hill 
Country. Fruit setting Central groves. 

Range and Livestock: Ranges, pastures all areas showed 
increased greening, growth for week. Supplemental feeding activity 
slowed many areas. Spring calving, lambing activity continued 
without many problems reported. Livestock condition good all 
areas although flies becoming a probiem. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 2. Top soil moisture 1% short, 
56% adequate, 43% surplus. Subsoil moisture 46% adequate, 
54% surplus. Winter wheat: condition 9% fair, 37% good, 54% 
excellent; freeze damage 51% none, 49% light. Fall barley: 
condition 4% fair, 75% good, 21% excellent; freeze damage 53% 
none, 43% light, 4% moderate. Pasture, range condition 12% 
poor, 29% fair, 51% good, 7% excellent. Spring wheat: planted 
73%, 41% 1997, 37% avg; emerged 22%, 14% 1997, 15% avg. 
Barley: planted 65%, 44% 1997, 37% avg; emerged 15%, 32% 
1997, 15% avg. Oats: planted 11%, 14% 1997, 16% avg; emerged 
10%. Apricots full bloom or past 80%. Cows calved 65%, 49% 
1997, 57% avg. Ewes lambed: on farm 55%, 44% 1997, 60% avg; 
on range 19%, 9% 1997, 25% avg. Sheep sheared: on farm 36%, 
33% 1997, 46% avg; on range 14%, 4% 1997, 27% avg. Major 
farm, ranch activities were: spring planting, spring tillage, spraying 
fruit, pruning fruit, shearing sheep, lambing, and calving. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 51% 
adequate, 49% surplus. Subsoil moisture 52% adequate, 48% 
surplus. Corn 6% planted, 2% 1997, 2% avg. Tobacco 
greenhouses 98% seeded, 100% 1997, 100% avg; 4% fair, 67% 
good, 29% excellent. Tobacco plantbeds 96% seeded, 95% 1997, 
94% avg; 5% poor, 26% fair, 61% good, 8% excellent. Winter 
Wheat 1% very poor, 6% poor, 27% fair, 55% good, 11% excellent. 
Barley 4% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 13% excellent. Summer 
potatoes 88% planted, 80% 1997, 74% avg. Apples 8% fair, 72% 
good, 20% excellent. Peaches 1% poor, 28% fair, 71% good. 
Livestock 1% poor, 14% fair, 76% good, 9% excellent. Pasture 3% 
poor, 18% fair, 66% good, 13% excellent. Alfalfa 1% poor, 18% 
fair, 59% good, 22% excellent. Unseasonably warm temperatures 
earlier during the week, aided in drying down many fields. As the 
condition of previously saturated fields improved, many producers 
were able to continue preparing their soils as well as other field 
activities. Some localities received scattered rainfall on Wednesday, 
putting a halt to field activities. Widespread rains were received by 
most localities over the weekend. Standing water and muddy field 
conditions continue to hinder field activities in some eastern and 
southeastern localities. Some small grains that were seeded in 
early October, over-fertilized, or had high levels of residual nitrogen 
were damaged by a late frost last month. Other producers reported 
thin stands in their late seeded small grains, as reduced yields are 
anticipated. Some wheat producers are treating for cereal leaf 
beatles as well as powdery mildew. Warmer weather have caused 
good growth in pastures and hay in most localities, although some 
are stunted from excessive moisture. Peaches were in full bloom 
and are in mostly good condition. Other farming activities included 
land preparation for vegetables, bedding sweet potatoes, spraying 
for alfalfa weevils, tending to livestock. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Planting and 
field preparation were about 7-10 days ahead of normal. Topsoil 
moisture 10% short; 70% adequate and 20% surplus; subsoil 10% 
short, 80% adequate, and 10% surplus. Winter Wheat, dryiand 





10% fair, 60% good, and 30% excellent; irrigated 30% good and 
70% excellent. Overall conditions of the wheat crop were good with 
some early grass weed problems reported. Spring wheat 35% 
planted, 25% 1997, 27% avg; 15% emerged, 9% 1997, 8% avg. 
Temperatures dropping into the 20's were not expected to impact 
spring crops other than slowing emergence. Spring Wheat, 
drfiand 5% fair, 95% good; irrigated 30% good and 70% excellent. 
Barley 30% planted, 13% 1997, 21% avg.; 10% emerged, 4% 
1997, 7% avg. Potatoes 15% planted, 16% 1997, 14% avg. Hay 
and other roughage supplies, 10% short, 70% adequate, 20% 
surplus. Range and pasture, 20% fair, 78% good and 2% 
excellent. Grazing began on some ranges and early pastures. 
West of the Cascades, raspberry fields were pruned and tied, 
blueberry fields were sprayed, Christmas tree growers fertilized, 
early rhubarb was harvested and daffodil harvest neared 
completion. East of the Cascades fruit blossoms continued 7-10 
days ahead of normal. Apricots were nearly done blooming, 
peaches and nectarines were just beginning to bloom, cherry 
bloom should start this week, and apple full bloom was predicted to 
start by April 21. Some frost did light damage in the coldest areas, 
but no significant damage was reported on fruit crops. Potato, 
sweet corn, onion and carrot planting continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Dry conditions allowed producers to get into 
fields, but warmer weather and more rain needed to promote crop 
progress. Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 3% 
short, 87% adequate, 10% surplus. Wheat 4% fair, 60% good, 
36% excellent. Apple condition 100% fair. Peach condition 100% 
fair. Hay 10% poor, 32% fair, 50% good, 8% excellent. Intended 
acreage pepared for spring planting 27%, 34% 1997 and 25% 5- 
year avg. Corn planted 1%, 0% 1997 and 1% 5-year avg. Oats 
planted 15%, 26% 1997 and 13% 5-year avg; Oats emerged 0%, 
1% 1997 and 2% 5-year avg. Tobacco beds seeded 51%, 74% 
1997 and 58% 5-yr avg. Tobacco beds emerged 7%, 15% 1997 
and 16% 5-yr avg. Cattle 3% poor, 18% fair, 73% good, 6% 
excellent; 75% calved. Sheep 44% fair, 54% good, 2% excellent; 
76% lambed. Hay and roughage supplies 5% very short, 11% 
short, 80% adequate, 4% surplus. Feed grain supplies 2% short, 
61% adequate, 37% surplus. Activities: Field preparation, 
spreading manure, checking and repairing fences, calving, lambing 
and general maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.1. Soil moisture: 1% 
short, 37% adequate, and 62% surplus. Spring tillage 2% 
complete, 2% 1997, 3% avg. Abundant rains and soggy fields over 
most of Wisconsin were keeping many tractors in the shed. 
Reporters were generally optimistic about the winter wheat and hay 
crops surviving the winter. Overall, maple syrup production was 
average, although an observer in Chippewa County reported a 
disappointing season. Honey bees in Juneau County survived the 
winter well with little no loss by the end of March. Lime and fertilizer 
spreading was going strong in potato and vegetable fields in 
Portage County. Other activities included spreading manure and 
some last-minute equipment maintenance. 





WYOMING: Precipitation received across most of State. Farm 
flock ewes lambing and shearing ahead of last year and the 5-year 
pace. Topsoil moisture supplies 13% short, 54% adequate, 33% 
surplus. Range and pasture conditions slipped slightly to 23% fair, 
66% good, 11% adequate. Stock water supplies 95% adequate, 
5% surplus. Statewide 3 days suitable for fieldwork. Statewide 
small grains planted; barley 26%, oats 7%, spring wheat 13%. 64% 
of spring calves bom. Calf loses 25% light, 72% normal, 3% heavy. 
Lamb loses 9% light, 91% normal. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Milder weather in southern winter grain areas enabled 
crops to begin breaking dormancy. 


EUROPE: Rain in the west benefited winter grains, especially in Spain, but 
slowed spring crop plantings. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Despite light showers across the region, 
more rain was needed for reproductive winter grains. 


AUSTRALIA: High temperatures aided summer crop dry down as scattered 
showers returned to the east. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Light rain lingered over the corn belt but seasonable 
warmth favored immature corn. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers benefited main-season rice in Java, while 


scattered showers provided some drought relief across the eastern 
Philippines. 


EASTERN ASIA: Widespread rain favored vegetative winter wheat across 
the North China Plain. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In southern Brazil, showers continued to slow soybean 


harvesting. Dry weather benefited summer crop harvesting in central 
Argentina. 
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COUNTRY CITY 


NORWAY OSLO 
SWEDEN STOCKHOLM 
FINLAND HELSINKI 
UKINGDO GLASGOW 
EDINBURGH 
BIRMINGHAM 
LONDON 
IRELAND DUBLIN 
ICELAND REYKJAVIK 
DENMARK COPENHAGEN 
LUXEMBO LUXEMBOURG 
SWITZERL ZURICH 
GENEVA 
FRANCE PARIS/ORLY 
STRASBOURG 
BOURGES 
BORDEAUX 
TOULOUSE 
MARSEILLE 
VALLADOLID 
MADRID 
SEVILLE 
PORTUGA LISBON 
GERMANY HAMBURG 
BERLIN 
DUSSELDORF 
LEIPZIG 
DRESDEN 
STUTTGART 
NURNBERG 
AUSTRIA VIENNA 
INNSBRUCK 
CZECHRE PRAGUE 
POLAND WARSAW 
LODZ 
KATOWICE 
PRZEMYSL 
HUNGARY BUDAPEST 
YUGOSLA BELGRADE 
ROMANIA BUCHAREST 
BULGARIA SOFIA 
ITALY MILAN 
VERONA 
VENICE 
GENOA 
ROME 
NAPLES 
GREECE THESSALONIKA 
LARISSA 
ATHENS 
TURKEY ISTANBUL 
ANKARA 
CYPRUS LARNACA 
ESTONIA TALLINN 
LITHUANI KAUNAS 
BELARUS MINSK 
RUSSIA KAZAN 
MOSCOW 
YEKATERINBURG 
OMSK 
NOVOSIBIRSK 
BARNAUL 
KHABAROVSK 
VLADIVOSTOK 
SARATOV 
VOLGOGRAD 
ASTRAKHAN 
KRASNODAR 
ORENBURG 
KAZAKHS TSELINOGRAD 
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COUNTRY CITY 


KARAGANDA 
GEORGIA TBILISI 
UZBEKIST TASHKENT 
TURKMEN! ASHKHABAD 
SYRIA DAMASCUS 
ISRAEL JERUSALEM 
PAKISTAN KARACHI 
INDIA AMRITSAR 
NEW DELHI 
AHMEDABAD 
INDORE 
CALCUTTA 
VERAVAL 
BOMBAY 
POONA 
BEGAMPET 
VISHAKHAPATNAM 
MADRAS 
MANGALORE 
HONGKO KINGS PEAK 
N KOREA PYONGYANG 
S KOREA SEOUL 
JAPAN SAPPORO 
NAGOYA 
TOKYO 
YOKOHAMA 
KYOTO 
OSAKA 
PHETCHABUN 
BANGKOK 
KUALA LUMPUR 
HANOI 
HARBIN 

HAMI 
LANCHOW 
BEWING 
TIENTSIN 
LHASA 
KUNMING 
CHENGCHOW 
YEHCHANG 
HANKOW 
CHUNGKING 
CHIHKIANG 
WU HU 
SHANGHAI 
NANCHANG 
TAIPEI 
CANTON 
NANNING 
LAS PALMAS 
CASABLANCA 
MARRAKECH 
ALGER 
BATNA 
TUNIS 
NIAMEY 
TIMBUKTU 
BAMAKO 
MAURITAN NOUAKCHOTT 
SENEGAL DAKAR 
CHAGOS DIEGO GARCIA 
LIBYA TRIPOLI 
BENGHAZi 
CAIRO 
ASWAN 
ETHIOPIA ADDIS ABABA 
KENYA NAIROBI 
TANZANIA DAR ES SALAAM 
GABON LIBREVILLE 
TOGO LOME 
BURKINA OUAGADOUGOU 
COTE D'l ABIDJAN 
MOZAMBI MAPUTO 
ZAMBIA = LUSAKA 
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COUNTRY CITY 


ZIMBABW HARARE 
S AFRICA PRETORIA 
JOHANNESBURG 
BETHAL 
DURBAN 
CAPE TOWN 
TORONTO 
MONTREAL 
WINNIPEG 
REGINA 
SASKATOON 
LETHBRIDGE 
CALGARY 
EDMONTON 
VANCOUVER 
GUADALAJARA 
MEXICO CITY 
ACAPULCO 
BERMUDA ST. GEORGES 
BAHAMAS NASSAU 
JAMAICA KINGSTON 
P RICO SAN JUAN 
GUADELO RAIZET 
MARTINIQ LAMENTIN 
BARBADO BRIDGETOWN 
TRINIDAD PORT OF SPAIN 
COLOMBI BOGOTA 
VENEZUE CARACAS 
F GUIANA CAYENNE 
BRAZIL RECIFE 
BELO HORIZONTE 
FRANCA 
RIO DE JANEIRO 
LONDRINA 
SANTA MARIA 
PORTO ALEGRE 
PERU LIMA 
BOLIVIA LAPAZ 
CHILE SANTIAGO 
ARGENTIN IGUAZU 
FORMOSA 
CERES 
CORDOBA 
RIO CUARTO 
ROSARIO 
BUENOS AIRES 
SANTA ROSA 
TRES ARROYOS 
NOUMEA 
NAUSORI 
PAGO PAGO 
PAPEETE 
DARWIN 
BRISBANE 
PERTH 
CEDUNA 
ADELAIDE 
MELBOURNE 
WAGGA 
CANBERRA 
INDONES! DJAKARTA 
PHILIPPI MANILA 
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TUNISIA 





EUROPE 





Widespread, locally heavy rain (10-50 mm or more) swept into the 
west, boosting moisture reserves for winter grain development but 
hampering fieldwork for spring and summer crops. The moisture was 
especially welcomed in Spain, where amounts generally totaled 5 to 
25 mm. However, a pocket of heavier rain (50 - 100 mm or more) 
was centered over the border with northern Portugal, possibly causing 
some localized flooding. Heavy rain (SO mm or greater) also fell in 
sections of western France. In contrast, a mostly dry pattern 
continued to dominate eastern Europe, although light showers (5-15 
mm) were scattered across Poland and its neighbors. Temperatures 
averaged near to above normal across Europe, with warmth moving 
from west to east as the week progressed. The exception was Greece, 
which remained cooler than normal but became favorably drier for 
cotton planting. By week’s end, very warm weather (highs in the mid 
20's C) had moved into the southeast, likely necessitating additional 
moisture as winter grains become more active in their growth cycle. 





FSU-WESTERN 








A warming trend over the western and southern winter grain areas 
ended a cold snap that had prevented crops from breaking dormancy. 
Temperatures averaged 2 to 5S degrees C above normal across Ukraine 
and Moldova, although sub-freezing lows were common at many 
locations. Mostly light, scattered precipitation (1-19 mm) kept 
topsoils moist in these countries but likely allowed some spring 
planting, especially in the warmer locations near the Crimean 
Peninsula. Elsewhere, temperatures averaged near to below normal 
over Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics, although winter cold (minimum 
temperatures of -2 to -12 degrees C) kept winter grains dormant and 
precluded spring field activities. A band of moderate precipitation 
(10-25 mm) stretched from Latvia and Lithuania southeastward to the 
Caspian Sea, with somewhat heavier amounts (25-45 mm) centered 
over the Lower Volga. In cotton regions of south-central FSU, mostly 
dry weather favored early fieldwork in the warmer, southerly 
locations. Moderate precipitation (exceeding 10 mm) in northeastern 
sections boosted irrigation reserves. 





NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 





Despite variable showers across the region, more rain was needed to 
stabilize crop prospects for reproductive winter grains. Showers (5-25) 
brought some relief to reproductive winter grains across Morocco. 
Drought continued in the western and central winter grain areas of 
Algeria, causing further declines in crop conditions. Rain (5-30 mm) 
favored winter grains in extreme eastern Algeria and Tunisia. Hot 
weather (temperatures averaging 2-5 degrees C above normal) 
increased moisture demands for already stressed crops in these 
regions. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 





Drier weather returned to the region, with most of the corn belt 
receiving less than 10 mm. Moderate showers (25-35 mm) were 
confined to north-coastal sections of Kwazulu-Natal, keeping 
sugarcane well watered but impeding early harvests. Temperatures 
(highs in the mid- to upper-20's C) favored development of corn and 
other summer crops, especially those planted after the Christmas 
rains. The average dates of the first autumn freeze for traditionally 
cooler sections of North West and Free State are just a few weeks 
away. Elsewhere in southern Africa, warm, dry weather remained 
entrenched over Zimbabwe and surrounding countries, aiding summer 
crop maturation but further reducing moisture reserves. 





SOUTH AMERICA 





CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER NOAA 


Moderate to heavy showers (30-100 mm) continued to slow soybean 
harvesting in Rio Grande do Sul and Parana, Brazil. Late-week dry 
weather helped to reduce disease problems for mature soybeans. 
Elsewhere in southern Brazil, scattered showers (10-50 mm) caused 
only minor harvesting delays. According to reports as of April 2, 
Brazilian soybean harvesting was 39 percent complete compared with 
49 percent last year. In northern Argentina, isolated heavy showers 
(70-100 mm) slowed early cotton harvesting, but late-week dry 
weather eased wetness. Dry weather favored summer crop harvesting 
in central Argentina. According to reports as of March 27, Argentine 
cotton, soybean, and corn crops were 5, 5, and 21 percent harvested, 
respectively. 





AUSTRALIA 














Scattered, mostly light showers (2-29 mm) covered Queensland’s 
southern crop areas. The rain came too late to benefit maturing 
sorghum and cotton and was generally not heavy enough to cause 
widespread concern for crop quality. Moderate showers (25 mm or 
greater) extended southeastward into the sugarcane region of northern 
New South Wales. The remaining sugarcane areas were mostly dry, 
except for northern locations that experienced locally heavy tropical 
showers (50-100 mm). Temperatures remained unseasonably warm 
throughout the east, with highs ranging in the mid-30's C across 
interior crop areas. Warm, dry weather dominated the southern winter 
grain belts. In New Zealand, moderate rain (25 mm or more) fell over 
south-central North Island, but other primary pasture locations 
received only light, scattered showers. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Widespread rain (10-40 mm) benefited 
vegetative winter wheat across the North China 
Plain. Cool weather (minimum temperatures 
near freezing) burned back some wheat growth. 
Heavier showers (20-60 mm) fell across the 
Yangtze Valley. Mostly dry weather (less than 
10 mm) favored early double-crop rice 
transplanting across extreme southern China. 
Dry weather favored spring wheat planting 
across Manchuria. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 


In Java and southern Sumatra, seasonal showers 
(10-60 mm) continued to benefit main-season 
rice and replenish long-term moisture supplies. 
Scattered, light showers (10-40 mm) provided 
some drought relief to the eastern Philippines. 
Typically across the Philippines, April is the 
month when the Northeast Monsoon ends and the 
Southwest Monsoon starts, auguring the 
beginning of main-season rice planting. In 
eastern Malaysia, showers (74-140 mm) 
Vee: benefited plantation crops in Sarawak but 
sistema: a ae drought continued in Sabah. Below-normal 
i t rainfall the past few weeks has reduced moisture 

We * 3 ‘ \\ supplies for oil palm across peninsular Malaysia. 
a > ~Y Scattered showers (5-60 mm) and near-normal 
2 “ies 5 temperatures increased moisture supplies in 


f ~ 18s Thailand. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Early in the week, readings dipped nearly to the freezing mark 
as far south as southern California, setting nearly a dozen daily- 
record lows. On March 29-30, consecutive daily-records were 
established in Chatsworth (34 and 33°F) and Simi Valley (36 and 
33°F). Prior to the arrival of the coldest air, Sacramento (in 
central California) reported a trace of snow on March 28, their first 
flakes since February 27, 1996. At the 6,220-foot level on Mt. 
Laguna, snow accumulated to a depth of 19 inches by Sunday 
afternoon. By month's end, season-to-date (since July 1, 1997) 


rainfall reached 11.82 inches in Bakersfield (207 percent of their 
annual normal), surpassing their record of 11.73 inches, set in 1977- 
78. 


Farther inland, storm-total (March 28-30) snowfall topped 3 feet on 
parts of Arizona's Mongollon Rim. Mt. Lemmon, near Tucson, 
recorded 36 inches during a 48-hour pericd ending Monday afternoon. 
On Sunday, a high of 53°F in Phoenix was their lowest in March since 
March 10, 1935. In the storm's wake, Flagstaff, AZ tallied a daily- 
record low of 1°F on Monday. Heavy snow also fell in the central 
Rockies, and rain changed to snow across the upper Midwest. In 
South Dakota, the last day of March featured snowfall of 12.8 inches 
in Huron and 9.3 inches in Sioux Falls. The storm lifted monthly 
precipitation to March-record levels in Sioux Falls (4.08 inches), 
Madison, WI (5.46 inches), and Alpena, MI (7.32 inches). In 
Minnesota, seven tornadoes struck on Sunday, only the seventh March 
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outbreak in State history. One of the twisters had a path length of 62 
miles across parts of five counties. 


Meanwhile, record warmth continued to expand across the eastern 
half of the Nation. On Sunday in Indiana, Indianapolis experienced 
their earliest occurrence of 80-degree warmth since March 8, 1974. 
A day later, March records were tied or broken in locations such as 
Atlantic City, NJ (87°F), Harrisburg, PA (87°F), Wilmington, DE 
(86°F), and Flint, MI (79°F). The final day of the month featured 
Vermont's highest March reading on record (88°F in Union Village), 
breaking a standard that had stood since March 29, 1946 (84°F in 
Burlington). Highs soared to 89°F in Concord, NH, Boston, MA, 
Albany, NY, and Hartford, CT, establishing March records. In 
Maine, Portland registered 88°F on the 31st, higher than their former 
March record (86°F in 1946), April record (85°F), and highest reading 
during the summer of 1996 (86°F). Sharply cooler air arrived in the 
East after midweek, however, accompanied by rain. 


Severely dry conditions continued in Hawaii. On Oahu, Honolulu 
netted only 0.03 inches (1 percent of normal) during the month, their 
third-driest March on record. Elsewhere, March rainfall totaled 0.18 
inches (7 percent of normal) in Kahului, 1.87 inches (45 percent) in 
Lihue, and 3.67 inches (26 percent) in Hilo. Farther north, mild 
weather continued in Alaska, with stormy conditions across the 
extreme south. Weekly temperatures averaged 0 to 13°F above 
normal. On Friday, McGrath (51°F) posted a daily-record high. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
April 5 - 11, 1998 


nother strong spring storm traversed the Nation, sparking a 
deadly tornado outbreak across the Southeast and further 
saturating soils across parts of the western Corn Belt. Areas from 
Alabama and Georgia to the northern Mid-Atlantic region 
experienced a second consecutive wet week. Farther west, cool (as 
much as 8°F below normal), showery weather continued across 
California for the second week in a row, slowing fieldwork and 
crop development. Late in the week, warm, windy weather spread 
into the upper Midwest, helping to evaporate excess moisture and 
to boost weekly temperatures as much as 7°F above normal. The 
same late-week conditions spurred winter wheat development on the 
Plains, but began to deplete topsoil moisture in southern areas 
(western Oklahoma and northern Texas), where little rain has 

fallen in the last 3 weeks. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
April 11, 1998 
UPDATED BIWEEKLY 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 
WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY: CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 
WEEK: AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE, 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DIS- 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG. 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS 


LIMITATIONS. ..1S NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 


STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 


DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
April 11, 1998 








(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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2.9 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 
O EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 
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The morning after tornadoes 
across the Southeast left 39 
people dead--31 in Jefferson 
County, Alabama, alone--thun- 
derstorms continue to rumble 
along the East Coast. Mean- 
while, another rainstorm winds 
down across the western Corn 
Belt, where cool, saturated soils 
continue to prevent spring field- 
work and planting preparations. 


April 9, 1998 
45 a.m. CDT 


(Continued from front cover) 

Early in the week, a developing low-pressure system emerged 
from the West, crossing the central Plains. On Sunday, Ely, NV 
(0.41 inches) noted a daily-record rainfall. A day later, Grand 
Island, NE notched their first of two consecutive daily-record 
totals (0.75 inches on April 6 and 1.93 inches on April 7). Storm- 
total rainfall topped 2 inches in a band from north-central 
Kansas to western Iowa. As a result of recent heavy rainfall, 
minor to moderate river flooding developed across much of the 
middle and upper Mississippi River basin. In advance of the 
storm's cold front, a daily-record high was set in Galveston, TX 
(86°F on Wednesday), where March 1 - April 11 rainfall was only 
1.75 inches (57 percent of normal). 


On Tuesday afternoon and evening, the low-pressure system 
produced a rash of severe weather in the Midwest. In central 
Illinois, preliminary reports indicated that 28 tornadoes occurred. 
Twenty-four hours later, numerous tornadoes swept across the 
Southeast, killing 39 people (33 in Alabama, five in Georgia, 
and one in Mississippi). During its 21-mile rampage, a single F5 
(estimated winds in excess of 260 mph) tornado killed 31 people 
in Jefferson County, AL. 


Rainy, windy weather arrived in the East at midweek as the storm 
center drifted eastward across the Great Lakes States. 
Jacksonville, FL posted a daily-record rainfall (1.92 inches) on 
Wednesday, followed a day later by record totals at Harrisburg, 
PA (1.23 inches) and Virginia's Dulles Airport (1.02 inches). 
In New York's Central Park, a 2.15-inch rainfall was 
accompanied by wind gusts to 51 mph. In New England, gusts 
reached 63 mph in Nantucket, MA and 51 mph on Block Island, 





RI. Rain changed to snow at storm's end in higher elevations, 
accumulating 5 inches at New Jersey's High Point. By Saturday 
morning, temperatures dipped into the lower to middle 30's as far 
south as Rome, GA (32°F) and Meridian, MS (36°F), while a 
hard freeze occurred in much of the Northeast. 


Meanwhile, wind and warmth overspread the Plains and upper 
Midwest. On Saturday, daily-record highs were set in locations 
such as Douglas, WY (76°F), Yuma, CO (83°F), and Goodland, 
KS (85°F). On the southern Plains, winds gusted to 48 mph in 
Childress, TX and 46 mph in Boise City, OK. 


With an average high temperature of 66.4°F (12.5° below normal), 
Phoenix, AZ experienced their coolest March 26 - April 8 
daytime readings on record. In California, Fresno reported their 
lowest high temperature on record (53°F on April 11) for the date. 
In addition, seasonal rainfall continued to mount across 
California. Downtown San Francisco observed 42.52 inches 
from July 1 to April 11, their highest total since 45.85 inches fell 
in 1889-90. During a 48-hour period on April 10-12, rainfall 
reached 1.99 inches on southern California's Palomar 
Mountain. 


Mild weather continued in Alaska, where readings ranged from 
near normal across the south to as much as 19°F above normal in 
the north. With an average temperature of 29.9°F, Fairbanks 
wrapped up their warmest March 13 - April 11 period on record. 
Meanwhile in Hawaii, drought continued despite widespread light 
rain showers. With 0.18 inches during the week, Honolulu's year- 
to-date total improved to 1.33 inches (15 percent of normal). 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 11, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 11, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 11, 1998 
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National Agricultural Summary 





April 6 - 12, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Strong thunderstorms across most of the Corn 
Belt continued to delay spring field preparations. 
A combination of rain, soggy soils, and low soil 
temperatures kept farmers in the Southwest 
behind schedule, mostly affecting cotton planting. 


Fieldwork was also limited by rainy weather in the 
Atlantic Coast States. Weather conditions were 
nearly ideal in the Great Plains and Southeast, 
promoting crop development and planting and 
tillage operations. 





Winter wheat: The winter wheat crop was rated mostly good 
as warm weather and adequate soil moisture continued to 
provide nearly ideal growing conditions. Warm weather has 
coaxed most of the crop out of dormancy in the northern Plains 
and allowed the soft red winter wheat crop to develop up to 2 
weeks ahead of normal in parts of the eastern Corn Belt. Insect 
and disease problems were light in the central Plains States, 
where most of the crop had reached the jointing stage. 
Nationally, heading development was progressing at a normal 
pace, with 3 percent of the crop at that stage. The crop is most 
advanced in California, where 40 percent of the crop has 
headed, but that was well behind the 5-year average. Arkansas 
was the only State with heading progress substantially ahead of 
normal. In Texas, rain was needed after high winds quickly 
depleted soil moisture. 


Corn: Nationally, 3 percent of the intended corn crop has 
been planted, equal to the progress normally made by this date. 
Dry conditions allowed Southern corn growers to plant at a 
near-normal pace, but heavy rains kept most Corn Belt farmers 
out of their fields. Planting delays had not occurred, but field 
preparations were at a virtual standstill, especially in the 
western half of the Corn Belt. A few isolated fields were 
reported to be planted in the eastern Corn Belt. In Texas, 
planting moved into the High Plains, and fields farther south 
were emerging with good stands. Georgia farmers advanced to 
75 percent of intended acreage planted. 


Cotton: Nationally, 7 percent of the cotton crop has been 
planted, slightly behind the 5-year average and 2 percent 
behind last year. Dry weather aided farmers in the major 
Southern and Southeastern cotton-producing States, where 
planting proceeded on or ahead of schedule in most areas. 
Cotton planting in the Southwest continued to lag well behind 
normal due to a combination of rain, wet soils from earlier 
storms, and continued cool weather. Plants have been slow to 
emerge due to low temperatures at night. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting was not a high priority, but 
still advanced to 15 percent completed, 3 percent ahead of last 
year’s pace, and equal to the 5-year average. So far progress 
has been limited to the Mississippi Delta States. Rice farmers 
more than doubled their planting progress to 23 percent of the 
intended crop seeded, 6 percent ahead of the 5-year average. 
Four percent of the spring wheat crop has been seeded, 
compared with 1 percent the previous week and 2 percent 
normally seeded by this time. South Dakota farmers made 
excellent progress from the previous week, advancing to 16 
percent planted, well ahead of this time last year and the 5-year 
average. Oats planted progressed to 8 percent, but remained 
behind normal due to muddy conditions that slowed progress 
in Iowa and Nebraska. Progress was more than double the 
normal rate in Ohio. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending April 12, 1998 








Winter Wheat Percent Headed Cotton Percent Planted Oats Percent Planted 
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These 19 States produced 92% of 
last winter wheat 
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These 9 States produced 54% of 
last year's oat acreage. 
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These 14 States produced 99% of 
last year's cotton acreage. 


Rice Percent Planted 
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These 5 States produced 97% of 
last year's rice acreage. 
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These 12 States produced 99% of 
last year's sorghum acreage. 
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These 17 States produced 90% of 
last year's corn acreage. 
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These 5 States produced 96% of 
last year's spring wheat acreage. 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Scattered showers, 
-.ornadoes interrupted farmers' momentum in land preparation, 
planting corn, cotton. Some wheat fields are showing damage from 
cold, wet weather. Peach crop in southern Alabama looks excellent 
despite some damage from weather. Topsoil 7% short, 72% 
adequate, 21% surplus. Acreage prepared 58%, 63% 1997, 58% 
avg. Com planted 57%, 64% 1997, 50% avg. Wheat headed 30%, 
46% 1997, 30% avg. Wheat 1% very poor, 3% poor, 37% fair, 57% 
good, 2% excellent. Livestock 3% poor, 44% fair, 47% good, 6% 


excellent. Other activities included general care of livestock, poultry, 
catfish. 





ARIZONA: Both rain and the lack of continuous warm weather has 
delayed cotton planting. Scattered rains last week slowed alfalfa 
harvest throughout some of the State, but other areas were 
unaffected. Harvest activity was reported 24% not being harvested, 
15% light, 33% moderate, 28% active. Alfalfa 1% poor, 14% fair, 
58% good, 26% excellent. Small grains continued to progress from 
emerged toward headed 74% as of April 12th; this compares with 
87% last year, 5-year avg. 83%; 2% poor, 19% fair, 61% good, 18% 
excellent. Range, pasture 7% poor, 22% fair, 44% good, 27% 
excellent. Central, western Arizona growers continued to ship an 
assortment of vegetables last week, mainly in the Central area 
growers shipped many vegetables including artichokes, broccoli, 
cabbage, carrots, cilantro, dill, green onions, iceberg, leaf, romaine 
lettuce, kale, mixed greens, parsley, spinach, swiss chard, turnips. 
Vegetables harvested in western Arizona inciuded anise, 
broccoflower, broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, celery, flowering kale, 
leeks, salad savoy, speciality leaf, spinach. Lettuce shipped from the 
westem area included Boston, iceberg, leaf, romaine lettuce. Central 
areas groves also shipped valencies, grapefruit while valencies were 
harvested in the west. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil 2% short, 72% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Livestock good with early spring health 
maintenance in progress. Main farming activities: Planting 
preparation, planting of row crops, fertilizing pastures, transplanting 
tomatoes. Other activities include cleaning poultry houses, spraying 
peach orchards for diseases, spraying pastures for weed, applying 
burn-down herbicides. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities were slowed by light rains, wet soils 
from earlier storms in most areas. The persistent wet conditions 
continued to cause lodging in small grain fields in the southern San 
Joaquin Valley. The barley, oat fields were more noticeably affected 
than the wheat fields. A few aerial herbicide applications were still 
ongoing in small grains where conditions permitted. Some oat fields 
were cut for silage between storms. Wheat head development 
continued in the San Joaquin, Imperial and Coastal Valleys, was just 
beginning in the Sacramento Valley. Seedbed preparations for 
planting con, cotton, dry beans, rice were again slowed by the wet 
soils. Emerging corn fields showed signs of stress from excessive 
moisture, some replanting will be necessary. Cotton planting made 
virtually no progress due to the unseasonably cool weather, wet 
fields. Sugarbeets were thinned, hand weeded. Safflower, sugarbeet 
planting were underway on lighter, sandier soils in the Sacramento 
Valley. Sugarbeet harvest began in the Imperial Valley. Cut flowers 
were harvested in Kern County. New alfalfa was growing well in the 
southern San Joaquin Valley. Established alfalfa was treated for 
weevils. Growers continued work in their orchards and vineyards 
where conditions permitted. Apricots and early variety nectarines and 
plums were thinned. Fungicides were applied to stone fruit trees for 
brown rot control, and grapes were treated for powdery mildew. Fig 
trees were leafed out. Navel orange harvest was winding down. 





The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


Valencia orange, grapefruit, lemon and tangerine harvests were 
ongoing. Most vegetable crops were behind schedule due to the 
cold, wet weather. Soggy soil conditions suspended ground 
preparation and vegetable planting operations in northern and central 
counties. Broccoli and cauliflower were harvested in the Coastal and 
San Joaquin Valleys. Head lettuce harvest began in Monterey 
County. Asparagus harvest continued. Spring lettuce was weeded, 
thinned and sprayed to control mildew, loopers and aphids. In the 
Sacramento Valley, planting of tomatoes and beans was halted 
because of the wet conditions. Tomato planting continued in the 
southem counties. Spring melon harvest progressed in the Imperial 
and Coachella Valleys. Sweet com planting continued, and previously 
planted fields were rapidly growing. Cabbage was harvested in the 
Imperial and San Joaquin Valleys. Onions and garlic were growing 
well. Sweet potato seedbed preparation was ongoing in Fresno and 
Merced Counties. Rain continued to slow the spinach harvest. Other 
crops harvested included potatoes, cilantro, parsley, mushrooms, 
Carrots, onions and radishes. Pasture and rangeland were in 
excellent condition in most areas. Weather conditions promoted 
growth of vegetation, although growth was slower at higher 
elevations. Range animals continued to gain weight from abundant 
forage. The cold, muddy conditions continued to stress dairy cattle, 
and milk production was below normal. Bees were active in apple 
and cherry orchards. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 1% very 
short, 12% short, 80% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 
16% short, 78% adequate, 4% surplus. Spring barley 45% seeded, 
37% 1997, 31% avg.; 22% emerged, 13% 1997, 8% avg. Oats 37% 
seeded, 49% 1997, 34% avg.; 21% emerged, 19% 1997, 11% avg. 
Dry onions 69% planted, 64% 1997, 56% avg.; 2% fair, 96% good, 
2% excellent. Sugar beets 23% planted, 42% 1997, 48% avg. Corn 
1% planted, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Summer potatoes 27% planted, 34% 
1997, 13% avg. Spring wheat 32% planted, 33% 1997, 19% avg.; 
15% emerged, 12% 1997, 5% avg. Winter wheat 10% pastured, 5% 
1997, 5% avg.; 9% jointed, 8% 1997, 7% avg.; 2% very poor, 4% 
poor, 16% fair, 46% good, 32% excellent. Cows 76% calved, 77% 
1997, 78% avg. Ewes 83% lambed, 74% 1997, 77% avg. Livestock 
mostly fair to good. 


DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Subsoil 69% 
adequate, 31% surplus. Topsoil 44% adequate, 56% surplus. Winter 
wheat 2% poor, 21% fair, 73% good, 4% excellent. Barley 20% fair, 
74% good, 6% excellent. Potatoes 42% planted, 41% 1997, 33% 
avg. Green peas 36% planted, 58% 1997, 33% avg. Apples 60% 
bloomed, 16% 1997, 4% avg. Strawberries 30% bloomed, 14% 
1997, 7% avg. Peaches 93% bloomed, 80% 1997, 32% avg. Hay 
supplies 28% short, 70% adequate, 2% surplus. Pasture 13% fair, 
80% good, 7% excellent. Activities: Rains received on previous 
weekend slowed up farming activities. Some soil preparations for 
planting. 








FLORIDA: Topsoil in Panhandle, northern Peninsula mostly short 
to adequate, scattered areas very short moisture. Central Peninsula 
topsoil adequate, southern Peninsula mostly short to adequate. Dry, 
warm weather reduced wet field problems. Sugarcane growth 
normal. Sugarcane mills closing for season. Blue mold problems in 
plant beds slowing completion of tobacco planting. Corn planting 
winding down. Wheat looks good at this time. Field preparation for 
spring planted crops active. Vegetable harvesting increased to meet 
holiday demand. Strong winds affected vegetable growth, some 
southeastem, southern Peninsula localities, causing increase in need 
for irrigation. Major crops shipped include snap beans, blueberries, 
cabbage, carrots, celery, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, endive, 
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escarole, lettuce, parsiey, peppers, potatoes, radishes, squash, 
strawberries, tomatoes. Hot, dry week followed by cool, windy 
weekend. Moisture generally adequate; however, some irrigation on 
sand hills, dry groves. Full open bloom this week. Valencia harvest 
very active. Grapefruit movement starting to slow down. Temple, 
Honey tangerine harvest about over. Caretakers cutting cover crops, 
post bloom spraying, irrigating. The dry, warm weather has helped 
flood waters recede. More pastures greening up so supplemental 
feeding of cattle has been reduced. Black flies have been numerous 
this year, causing irritation to livestock. In Panhandle, some pastures 
need rain. Pastures: Poor 15%, fair 50%, good 35%, Cattle: Poor 
10%, fair 45%, good 40%, excellent 5%. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Soil moisture 1% short, 
53% adequate, 46% surplus. Corn 6% poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 
13% excellent; 46% emerged. Hay 1% very poor, 3% poor, 32% fair, 
56% good, 8% excellent. Peanuts 1% planted, 3% 1997, 2% avg. 
Sorghum 1% planted, 4% 1997, 3% avg. Tobacco 4% poor, 24% 
fair, 59% good, 13% excellent; 39% transplanted, 87% 1997, 70% 
avg. Wheat 88% jointing, 98% 1997, 96% avg.; 67% boot, 90% 
1997, 73% avg. Onions 9% poor, 19% fair, 70% good, 2% excellent; 
2% harvested, 9% 1997, 2% avg. Watermelons 2% very poor, 7% 
poor, 30% fair, 56% good, 5% excellent; 56% planted, 82% 1997, 
69% avg. Apples 1% very poor, 4% poor, 13% fair, 75% good, 7% 
excellent; 61% blooming, 81% 1997, 41% avg. Peaches 24% very 
poor, 14% poor, 33% fair, 21% good, 8% excellent. Pasture feed 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 57% good, 11% excellent. Severe 
thunderstorms with heavy rains, damaging hail, tornadoes limited 
fieldwork at midweek. Temperatures cooler, slowing growth. 
Weekend dry, warmer. Conditions improved slightly. Tobacco 
transplanting slow, week behind normal, more than 2 weeks behind 
last year. Wheat development slow, about a week behind normal. 
Activities: Planting corn, cotton, peanuts. Transplanting tobacco. 
Preparing land, applying fertilizer, herbicides. Fertilizing pastures. 





HAWAIl: Weather conditions remained wet, windy. Showers were 
beneficial for agriculture; restoring soil moisture, reservoir levels. 
Gusty winds hampered crop growth, spraying, and bruised exposed 
crops. The wind and rain allowed most crops to make fair progress. 
Soil moisture adequate in most areas. Banana orchards benefited 
from rains, leaf stripping common due to gusty winds. Harvesting 
steady. Papaya harvesting steady. Rainy weather likely to increase 
disease. New plantings started with arrival of rain. Head cabbage 
harvesting heavy. Crop mostly good. Tomato harvesting heaw, 
good. Sweet corn harvesting increasing. Watermelon harvesting 
picking up, good. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. Topsoil 57% adequate, 43% 
surplus. Calving is 88% complete, lambing 91%. Field preparation 
throughout State has been slowed by spoty showers, lingering snow, 
below-normal temperatures. Alfalfa stands, rapeseed fields are 
showing early indications of cutworm damage. Stone fruits in bloom 
or through bloom, cherries pre-bloom. Hay Roughage Supply 15% 
surplus, 71% adequate, 13% short, 1% very short. Irrigation supply 
70% excellent, 30% good. Dry peas planted 19%, 1997 11%, avg. 
7%; emerged none, 1997 2%, avg. 1%. Lentils planted 2%, 1997 
1%, avg. 2%; emerged none, 1997 none, avg. 1%. Oats planted 
14%, 1997 12%, avg. 14%; emerged none, 1997 2%, avg. 3%. 
Onions planted 73%, 1997 96%, avg. 69%, emerged 8%, 1997 24%, 
avg. 15%. Potatoes planted 3%, 1997 4%, avg. 4%. Barley planted 
20%, 1997 20%, avg. 25%; emerged 7%, 1997 5%, avg. 6%. Spring 
wheat emerged 8%, 1997 6%, avg. 9%. Sugarbeets planted 39%, 
1997 58%, avg. 44%; emerged 6%, 1997 9%, avg. 6%. Activities: 
Planting small grains, dry peas, lentils, onions, sugarbeets, shipping 
seed potatoes, calving, lambing, feeding livestock, branding calves, 
fertilizing, disking, preparing machinery irrigation equipment. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Topsoil 1% short, 45% 
adequate, 54% surplus. Rain continued to fall over most of Illinois 
last week, making it extremely difficult for any fieldwork to be done. 
The wet conditions combined with warm temperatures has helped the 
wheat crop grow quickly this year, with a few fields already turning 
dark green. When there was a break in the rain, activities included 
applying fertilizer to wheat fields and seeding oats. Muddy lots are 





making it hard on livestock, especially for cows calving. Other farm 
activities included preparing field equipment, hauling grain, spreading 
manure, picking up seed, chemicals for the planting season. Alfalfa 
hay was rated 1% poor, 17% fair, 66% good, 16% excellent. Pasture 
was 2% poor, 19% fair, 64% good, 15% excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 34% adequate, 
66% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 4% short, 52% adequate, 43% 
surplus. There have been a few isolated reports of corn planting; 
however, less than 1% of the crop has been planted statewide. 
Winter wheat 42% jointed, 11% 1997, 9% avg. The wheat crop is 
about 2 weeks ahead of normal maturity due to mild weather. 
Range, pasture 2% poor, 24% fair, 57% good, 17% excellent. 
Activities: Spreading fertilizer, applying anhydrous, field preparation, 
repairing machinery, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.2. Virtually no fieldwork begun 
due to cold, wet, muddy conditions. Gravel road conditions 
preventing grain movement. Topsoil very short 1%, adequate 43%, 
surplus 56%. Subsoil very short 1%, short 8%, adequate 55%, 
surplus 36%. 1998 row crops primary seedbed preparation 
completed (includes fall tillage) 54%, 40% 1997, 41% avg.; fertilizer 
application completed (includes fall application) 50%, 45% 1997, 42% 
avg. Oats planted 1%, 26% 1997, 21% avg. Winter wheat 3% poor, 
37% fair, 51% good, 9% excellent. Percentage crop lost to winterkill 
1% winter wheat, 4% alfalfa hay, 3% red clover hay. Cooler-than- 
normal weather and mud major problems for calving. Above-avg. 
calf losses due to mud, scours. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Topsoil 2% short, 54% 
adequate, 44% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 72% adequate, 26% 
surplus. Wheat jointing 40%, 49% 1997, 35% avg. Wheat wind 
damage 1% moderate, 9% light, 90% none. Wheat freeze damage 
2% moderate, 7% light, 91% none. Oats seeded 77%, 100% 1997, 
87% avg. Winter wheat mostly good to excellent. Insect infestations 
were light, with a few reports of army cutworms, winter grain mites. 
Disease infestations were also light, with some reports of leaf rust, 
leaf blotch, wheat streak mosaic. Field activities limited due to wet 
fields. Pasture 5% poor, 23% fair, 64% good 8% excellent. Major 
livestock activities included calving, lambing, moving cattle off wheat 
pastures. Muddy conditions persist. Burning of pastures has begun. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Topsoil 3% short, 
70% adequate, 27% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 75% adequate, 19% 
surplus. Pasture 1% very poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 58% good, 10% 
excellent. Return to near-normal temperatures were felt throughout 
the State, with above avg. rainfall except in western part of the State. 
Land, equipment were being prepared for planting season. About 
88% of tobacco beds were sown compared with 84% last year, 77% 
for the avg. Corn planting has spread Statewide but is more 
advanced in the western part where the field conditions were drier. 
Winter wheat 7% very poor, 13% poor, 33% fair, 41% good, 6% 
excellent. Average height for winter wheat was 12 inches. About 
70% of the fruit trees were reported to be budding or in bloom. Wide 
variety of damage to peach crop reported from little to complete loss. 


LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 2% very 
short, 27% short, 67% adequate, 4% surplus. Corn 99% planted, 
84% 1997, 87% avg.; 94% emerged, 67% 1997, 65% avg. Corn 
planting is nearly complete. Rice 46% emerged, 30% 1997, 26% 
avg. Rice planting was active, some fields have already emerged. 
Spring plowing 84% plowing, 57% 1997, 66% avg. Sugarcane 3% 
poor, 14% fair, 61% good, 22% excellent. Wheat 6% poor, 50% fair, 
40% good, 4% excellent,; 88% headed, 69% 1997, 56% avg. 
Livestock 6% poor, 33% fair, 52% good, 9% excellent. Vegetables 
9% poor, 33% fair, 50% good, 8% excellent. Pasture 5% poor, 32% 
fair, 54% good, 9% excellent. 








MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Subsoil moisture 
71% adequate, 29% surplus. Topsoil 68% adequate, 32% surplus. 
Winter wheat 2% very poor, 5% poor, 12% fair, 683% good, 18% 
excellent; 11% headed. Barley 1% very poor, 1% poor, 9% fair, 73% 
good, 16% excellent; 10% headed, 1% 1997. Rye 2% very poor, 2% 
poor, 13% fair, 72% good, 11% excellent; 2% headed. Field corn 6% 
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planted, 7% 1997, 3% avg. Sweet corn 11% planted, 8% 1997, 6% 
avg. Potatoes 80% planted, 89% 1997, 41% avg. Green peas 30% 
planted, 60% 1997, 41% avg. Tomatoes 10% planted, 3% 1997, 1% 
avg. Peaches 76% bloomed, 40% 1997, 21% avg. Apples 44% 
bloomed, 31% 1997, 10% avg. Strawberries 13% bloomed, 22% 
1997, 14% avg. Pasture 1% very poor, 3% poor, 11% fair, 67% 
good, 18% excellent. Hay supplies 25% very short, 37% short, 37% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Activities: Soil being prepared for planting. 
Lower Eastern shore reported delayed planting due to wet weather. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.5. Lingering moisture 
from the previous week, rain in the middle of the week kept farmers 
out of fields over much of the State. Some oats, beets, potatoes, 
carrots were planted before the rain arrived. Wheat was generally 
good. Some wheat fields were sidedressed. Other activities included 
spreading manure, preparing equipment, pruning fruit trees. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.5. Topsoil 1% short, 
60% adequate, 39% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 6% short, 61% 
adequate, 31% surplus. Corn 3% ground prepared. Soybeans 1% 
ground prepared. Spring wheat 1% avg. Oats 1% planted, 2% avg. 
Approximate date fieldwork will begin is April 21st. Precipitation over 
the last few weeks has kept most spririg fieldwork from beginning. 
Soil temperatures are gradually warming up around the State as the 
frost is quickly disappearing, where it still exists. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 13% 
short, 73% adequate, 14% surplus; corn 60% planted, 76% 1997, 
58% avg.; 33% emerged, 43% 1997, 32% avg.; 3% poor, 33% fair, 
53% good, 11% excellent. Rice 26% planted, 24% 1997, 21% avg. 
Wheat 83% jointed, 95% 1997, 87% avg.; 23% heading, 48% 1997, 
24% avg.; 3% very poor, 10% poor, 46% fair, 38% good, 3% 
excellent. Watermelons 21% planted, 40% 1997, 33% avg.; 3% 
poor, 36% fair, 59% good, 2% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 6% 
poor, 30% fair, 51% good, 12% excellent. Pasture 2% very poor, 5% 
poor, 34% fair, 47% good, 12% excellent. Activities: The main 
farming activities for the week were preparing land, planting corn, 
rice, watermelons. Producers were also applying fertilizer, weed 
control, feeding cattle. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Topsoil 46% adequate 
54% surplus. Continued wet weather across the State delayed 
progress with spring planting, fertilizer application. Corn planting 
progress was in the southern third of State, with the Bootheel most 
advanced at 33%. Fields in the northern two-thirds of the State are 
Still too wet to plant. Condition winter wheat ranges from nearly 50% 
good to excellent in the northeast, southeast to over 80% in the 

, southeast districts. Oats sown 27%, 73% 1997, 62% avg. 
Ground tilled for spring crops 41%, 56% 1997, 56% avg. 
Precipitation for the past week avg. 0.32 inch. Pasture 1% very poor, 
5% poor, 24% fair, 57% good, 13% excellent. 





MONTANA: There were 3.2 days suitable for fieldwork. Fieldwork 
60% none, 35% just started, 5% well underway. At the end of the 
week, topsoil moisture was rated 4% very short, 22% short, 67% 
adequate, 7% surplus, subsoil 9% very short, 38% short, 48% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Winter wheat emergence 5% still dormant, 
44% greening, 51% green, growing. Winter wheat wind damage 1% 
heavy, 7% moderate, 55% light, 37% none. Freeze, drought damage 
to winter wheat 1% heavy, 6% moderate, 44% light, 49% none. 
Seeding of oats 2%, 0% 1997, 3% avg., sugar beets 7%, 11% avg. 
Livestock good to excellent, minimal calving, lambing iosses. Feed 
supplies in good shape. Calving is 71% complete, lambing is 54% 
complete. Supplemental feeding continues with 93% of cattle, calves, 
88% of sheep, lambs receiving supplemental feeding. 





NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 2.5. Topsoil 1% very short, 
7% short, 53% adequate, 39% surplus. Subsoil 8% short, 74% 
adequate, 18% surplus. Fieldwork activities were once again limited 
due to rainfall, wet field. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 5% poor, 23% 
fair, 59% good, 12% excellent; army cutworms Panhandle, 
southwestern counties. Oats 20% seeded, 38% 1997, 36% avg. 
Pasture 3% poor, 25% fair, 64% good, 8% excellent. Calving 82% 
complete; health problems in young calves due to wet, cold. 





Activities: limited oats seeding, spring tillage, stalk shredding, spring 
equipment preparation, grain marketing, tax, ag census paperwork, 
livestock care. 





NEVADA: Cool, wet weather remained prevalent across most of 
Nevada throughout the week. Record snowpack in the Sierra 
continued to increase. Rains continued to hamper field activities, the 
cool temperatures slowed range, crop growth. Flood potential 
remains for small streams, low-lying areas along the eastern Sierra 
with the continued moisture. Spring grain planting was delayed due 
to rainfall, while winter wheat was ahead of schedule. Cooler weather 
slowed hay growth, while crop condition continued to rate good. 
Calving, lambing were underway, with some livestock being moved 
to spring pasture. Branding, shearing were also underway. Main 
farm, ranch activities: Ditch repair, cleanup, working livestock, grain, 
onion planting, field preparation. 





NEW ENGLAND: Dry week in northern part of State, more rain in 
southern part, with seasonable temperatures over the past week. 
New England's wet, muddy fields have begun to dry out with the 
arrival of warm weekend weather. Farmers in southern new England 
preparing drier ground for planting. Maple production winding down. 
Greenhouse workers preparing vegetable plants for transplant. 
Pastures greening up. Beef cows starting to calf. Major farm 
activities: Plowing, fertilizing fields; caring for livestock. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Farmers are active 
planting, plowing, discing, spreading fertilizer, implementing pest 
control measures, seeding, transplanting. Planting of cabbage, sweet 
corn, potatoes, peas, endive, escarole, lettuce. Harvesting of 
spinach, dandelion, cilantro, asparagus, kale, parsley, mint, leeks 
occurring. Peach trees are in full bloom in the central part of the 
State, entering the petal fall stage in the south. Some pruning of 
peach trees reported. Apples, blueberries are beginning to bloom, 
while strawberries are in bloom. Nursery workers continued to be 
very active digging, shipping plant material. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Precipitation was 
light and limited to northern part of State. Topsoil 2% very short 32% 
short 64% adequate, 2% surplus. Winter wheat 18% fair, 79% good, 
3% excellent;. Cotton planting started behind schedule, last week 6% 
was in the ground, 13% 1997, 11% avg.; 5% fair, 94% good, 1% 
excellent. With sorghum planting still a month away, many farmers 
were making last minute preparations to begin planting corn. Alfalfa 
2% poor, 39% fair, 49% good, 10 excellent. Chile 78% planted, 86% 
1997, 67% avg.; 15% fair, 84% good, 1% excellent. Lettuce 
improved to 18% fair, 45% good, 37% excellent. Onions 11% fair, 
59% good, 30% excellent. Cattle, sheep mostly fair to good. 
Pasture, range feed 10% poor, 34% fair, 55% good, 1% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Field activities were picking up this week due to mild 
temperatures. Primary tillage has begun on well-drained soils. Oat 
seedings, top dressing wheat were the important field crop activities. 
Hay is experiencing rapid growth due to warm weather. Farmers 
were busy spreading manure. Some early sweet corn is being 
planted under plastic. Onion planting in southern counties was more 
than half done due to warm, dry conditions. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. The above 
avg. rainfall during the week did not excessively hinder farmers. 
Farmers made good progress in planting corn, are finishing planting 
lrish potatoes. Soil moisture 2% short, 65% adequate, 33% surplus. 
Activities for the week included: Planting Irish potatoes, corn, cotton; 
transplanting cabbage; preparing, tending tobacco beds; tending 
livestock; repairing equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Fieldwork had begun in isolated areas 
throughout the State, as well as the seeding of spring wheat, barley, 
oats. No measurable percentage had been seeded yet. The 
statewide avg. starting date for fieldwork is expected to be April 18. 
This compares to last year's late start of May 3 and the 5-year (1993- 
1997) avg. of April 26th. Before the weekend's rain showers, some 
operators were applying anhydrous, spreading granular herbicides, 
performing tillage operations. No plantings were reported as of April 
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12th, same as last year, the 5-year avg. Most livestock good. The 
drying weather during the previous week aided conditions for newborn 
calves, but isolated scours remained a concern. Calving 68% 
complete; lambing 69% complete. Cattle 1% poor, 15% fair, 78% 
good, 6% excellent; calves: 1% poor, 18% fair, 75% good, 6% 
excellent. sheep: 1% poor, 11% fair, 82% good, 6% excellent; lamb: 
2% poor, 12% fair, 81% good, 5% excellent. Supplemental feeds 
were fed to 96% of the sheep, 95% of the cattle. Hay, roughage 
supplies 1% very short, 4% short, 91% adequate, 4% surplus. Grain, 
concentrates 2% short, 94% adequate, 4% surplus. Pastures were 
still 80% dormant but 83% were open for grazing. 





OHW: Days suitable for fieldwork was 3.6 days. Topsoil 3% short, 
52% adequate, 45% surplus. Corn planted ahead of last year, same 
as 5-year avg. Winter wheat 32% jointed, 8% 1997, 2% avg. Oats 
planted 5 points ahead of last year, 26 points above five-year avg.; 
9% emerged, 6% 1997, 3% avg. Potatoes 11% planted, 3% 1997, 
2% avg. Tobacco beds 77% seeded, 31% plants up. Apples 79% 
green tip; peaches 90% green tip, 70% full bloom. Winter wheat 2% 
poor, 13% fair, 53% good, 32% excellent. Hay 1% poor, 15% fair, 
63% good, 21% excellent. Pasture 2% poor, 16% fair, 60% good, 
22% excellent. Apples 1% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 16% excellent. 
Peaches 3% very poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 57% good, 18% excellent. 
Activities: Applying fertilizer, anhydrous ammonia; top dressing winter 
wheat; spreading lime; hauling manure; applying pre-emergence 
herbicides, spraying burn down applications, insecticides, fungicides; 
plowing, discing, chiseling; pruning fruit trees; seeding alfalfa and 
pastures; repairing, preparing machinery for planting; repairing, 
building new fences; fixing buildings; repairing tile; moving cattle; 
selling grain; burning brush; picking rocks. Northwestern district, 
growers planting sugarbeets, carrots, sweet corn. Southeastern 
district growers are wrapping up transplanting cabbage. 





OKLAHOMA: Warm, sunny weather encouraged wheat growth, 
row crop seedbed preparation. Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. 
Topsoil 6% short, 88% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 
95% adequate, 3% surplus. Wheat 83% jointing, 90% 1997, 74% 
avg.; oats 65% jointing, 59% 1997, 34% avg. Corn 81% seedbed 
prepared, 84% 1997, 83% avg.; 16% planted, 16% 1997, 19% avg; 
4% up-to-stand, 6% 1997, 6% avg. Sorghum 24% seedbed 
prepared, 20% 1997, 28% avg. Soybeans 44% seedbed prepared, 
39% 1997, 37% avg.; 2% planted, 4% 1997, 4% avg. Peanuts 36% 
seedbed prepared, 40% 1997, 45% avg. Cotton 71% seedbed 
prepared, 62% 1997, 56% avg. Alfalfa Hay 1% 1st cutting, 2% avg; 
other hay 2% avg. Livestock 3% poor, 19% fair, 75% good, 3% 
excellent. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 1% short, 78% 
adequate, 21% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 76% adequate, 23% 
surplus. Winter wheat 10% fair, 70% good, 20% excellent. Range, 
pasture 17% fair, 60% good, 23% excellent. Barley planted 72%, 
60% 1997, 45% avg. Activities: Western crops yellowing slightly 
from too much moisture, most grains good. Plant growth moderate 
due to cooler temperatures. Field activities slowed by rain. Eastern 
producers continued limited field preparation. Soils still too cool to 
promote growth. Fertilizer operations underway in northeast. 
Nurseries, greenhouses extremely busy planting, transplanting, 
potting, moving pots, digging, balling nursery stock. South coast 
Easter lily growers doing weed control, roguing fields to remove off- 
type plants. Easter lily fields bruised by a hail storm, but leaves not 
stripped off. Weather excellent for planting Christmas trees. 
Western vegetable growers still waiting for fields to dry out. North 
Willamette Valley reported green peas being planted for processors, 
fresh market growers continued to harvest rhubarb, overwintered root 
crops. Some planting of coo! weather vegetables. Onion fields being 
prepared. Malheur County onion planting continued, potato planting 
began. Willamette Valley strawberries beginning to blossom , 
raspberries breaking bud. Peaches nearing completion of bloom. 
Early apples, pears, cherries full bloom. Eastern filbert blight sprays 
being applied, hazelnuts dropped catkins, starting to leaf out. Rogue 
River Valley peaches, apricots, cherries finishing blossom. Pears, 
plums full bloom. South Coast blueberries full bloom. Hood River 
Valley early cherries blooming. Lower valley pears blooming, upper 
valley pears early pink. Apples tight cluster to pink. Statewide warm 





pollination weather still needed. Livestock reported good to excellent 
condition. All areas of State reported branding underway, with some 
early turnout onto lower level pastures. Western pastures rapidly 
growing but generally too wet to pasture. Eastern pastures growing 
but cold weather, cool nights still limiting growth to lower elevation 
pastures. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for field work 4.0. Soil moisture 
2% very short, 3% short, 80% adequate, 15% surplus. Plowing 36% 
complete, 36% 1997, 18% avg. Potatoes planted 2% complete, 4% 
1997, 3% avg. Tobacco beds planted 100% complete, 87% 1997, 
50% avg. Alfalfa, alfalfa mixtures stand 5% poor, 15% fair, 60% 
good, 20% excellent. Timothy clover stand 1% very poor, 7% poor, 
12% fair, 65% good, 15% excellent. Peaches 75% pink, 17% 1997, 
9% avg; 65% full bloom or past, 4% 1997, 1% avg. Cherries 75% 
pink, 16% 1997, 6% avg.; 65% full bloom or past, 1% 1997. Apples 
15% pink, 138% 1997, 4% avg. Activities: Planting small grains; 
spreading lime; plowing fields; machinery maintenance; hauling 
manure; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Soil moisture 73% adequate, 27% surplus. 
Apple 5% bloom, 2% 1997; 100% good. Barley 10% headed, 47% 
1997, 9% avg.; 36% fair, 64% good. Cantaloupe 51% planted, 71% 
1997, 51% avg.; 9% poor, 23% fair, 68% good. Corn 74% planted, 
90% 1997, 68% avg.; 52% emerged; 4% poor, 22% fair, 73% good, 
1% excellent. Cucumbers 55% planted, 79% 1997, 52% avg.; 100% 
fair. Hay 15% harvested, 26% 1997, 9% avg.; 2% poor, 42% fair, 
51% good, 5% excellent. Oats 12% headed, 71% 1997, 30% avg.; 
3% poor, 37% fair, 60% good. Peaches 1% very poor, 2% poor, 
32% fair, 65% good. Rye 30% headed, 66% 1997, 17% avg.; 5% 
poor, 31% fair, 57% good, 7% excellent. Snapbeans 50% planted, 
65% 1997, 46% avg.; 20% fair, 80% good. Sorghum 8% planted, 
9% 1997, 2% avg; 100% fair. Tobacco 19% transplanted, 49% 
1997, 26% avg.; 7% poor, 17% fair, 76% good. Watermelions 65% 
planted, 87% 1997, 60% avg.; 4% poor, 51% fair, 45% good. Winter 
wheat 17% headed, 67% 1997, 22% avg.; 1% very poor, 18% poor, 
44% fair, 33% good, 4% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Topsoil 1% 
short, 59% adequate, 40% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 64% 
adequate, 34% surplus. Barley planted 23%, 2% avg. Statewide 
fieldwork has or will begin April 15th. Major activities include calving, 
lambing, general maintenance. Winter wheat 3% poor, 10% fair, 
63% good, 24% excellent. Statewide 93% of the winter wheat 
acreage has broken dormancy, along with 79% of the winter rye 
acreage. Winter wheat freeze damage is 22% light, 3% moderate, 
while winter rye freeze damage is 6% light, 6% moderate. Livestock 
1% poor, 8% fair, 68% good, 23% excellent. Calving, lambing 
season are well under way, lambing 63% complete, calving 54% 
complete. Calf deaths 23% below normal, 75% normal, 2% above 
normal. Lamb deaths 24% below normal, 75% normal, 1% above 
normal. Producers have moved 20% of the cattle to pasture. Feed 
supplies 3% short, 84% adequate, 13% surplus. Stock water 
supplies 1% short, 81% adequate, 18% surplus. Range, pasture 
16% excellent, 62% good, 14% fair, 7% poor, 1% very poor. 


TENNESSEE: Throughout the State producers made good 
progress on various activities like planting corn, seeding tobacco 
beds, top dressing wheat with nitrogen, and making preparations for 
planting cotton, vegetables. Corn growers made excellent progress 
in the West. Tobacco producers are on schedule with seeding beds. 
Wheat growers have basically finished applying nitrogen, are applying 
insecticides where needed. Topsoil 66% adequate, 34% surplus. 
Subsoil 69% adequate, 31% surplus. 








TEXAS: Mild, windy conditions dominated weather most areas 
during week. Some areas received light rain midweek. The winds 
worked to further deplete topsoil moisture, making necessary to 
increase irrigation where available. Planted fields need rain to ensure 
continued good progress. Field activities moved ahead most areas 
without serious delays. However, extremely high winds some areas 
—— activities. Livestock conditions remained good across 
the State. 
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Crops: Corn: Planting activity increased High Plains. Midweek 
rains isolated areas kept some producers from beginning. Planting 
activity moved ahead north-central areas, with little delay. Planting 
activity winding down Blacklands, Central with good emergence, 
growth reported. Planting activity winding down along Upper Coast, 
in Coastal Bend. Irrigation activity increased these areas, south 
fields. Early growth good to this point, but rainfall will be needed soon 
for further progress, 35% emerged. Cotton: Pre-watering activity 
continued in plains as planting time neared. Most other land 
preparation been completed. Producers awaiting higher soil 
temperatures begin planting. Planting activity getting underway 
Central, Blacklands. Emergence slow due cool nights. Most planting 
completed Coastal Bend. Planting, irrigation activity increased along 
Upper Coast. Grain sorghum: Land preparation continued High 
Plains. Planting operations increased north-central, Blacklands. 
Early fields off good start. Good emergence also reported central. 
However, high winds drying soil moisture quickly. Most planting 
completed during week along Upper Coast. Rice: Planting activity 
along Upper Coast rapidly increased last week. Flushing some fields 
continued. However, high winds caused some problems; 26% 
emerged, 1% 1997, 13% avg. Soybeans: Land preparations winding 
down in High Plains by end. Planting activity increased in northern 
Blacklands. Planting continued along Upper Coast, with good 
emergence, stands reported; 23% planted, 7% 1997, 6% avg. Small 
Grains: Warm weather promoted growth all areas during week. Rain 
needed some dryland fields in High Plains. Fields continued head out 
Central, Blackland fields. Wheat began turn color south fields. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, onion harvest 
winding down many fields. Citrus harvest also coming to end most 
groves. San Antonio- Winter Garden, onion, carrot harvest winding 
down. East, planting activity increased during week. High Plains, 
early-planted onion, potato fields made good progress for week. 
Trans Pecos, cantaloup planting continued. Pecans: Trees central, 
southern areas continued leaf out, show good progress. Many 
producers preparing for zinc spraying. Peaches: The Hill Country 
crop continued make very good progress. East producers still hoping 
for partial crop. 

j : Ranges, pastures continued show good 
progress nearly all areas. Livestock good most areas. Flies, lice 
continued cause minor problems some herds. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. Topsoil 2% short, 64% 
adequate, 34% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 67% adequate, 27% 
surplus. Winter wheat 8% fair, 84% good, 8% excellent. Fall barley 
3% fair, 76% good, 21% excellent%. Pasture, range 2% very poor, 
6% poor, 23% fair, 50% good, 19% excellent. Spring wheat: planted 
85%, 55% 1997, 54% avg.; emerged 30%, 16% 1997, 23% avg. 
Barley: Planted 75%, 60% 1997, 54% avg.; emerged 22%, 23% 
1997, 23% avg. Oats: Planted 16%, 26% 1997, 25% avg.; emerged 
15%, 5% 1997, 12% avg. Apricots full bloom or past 100%. Cows 
calved 76%, 67% 1997, 71% avg. Ewes lambed: on farm 67%, 71% 
1997, 75% avg.; on range 38%, 31% 1997, 39% avg. Sheep 
sheared: on farm 59%, 61% 1997, 64% avg.; on range 43%, 35% 
1997, 43% avg. Major farm, ranch activities were: Spring planting, 
spring tillage, spraying fruit, shearing sheep, lambing, calving. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 73% adequate, 
27% surplus. Subsoil 77% adequate, 23% surplus. Corn 15% 
planted, 5% 1997, 5% avg. Tobacco greenhouses 99% seeded, 
100% 1997, 100% avg.; 6% fair, 55% good, 39% excellent. Tobacco 
plantbeds 99% seeded, 99% 1997, 98% avg.; 2% very poor, 4% 
poor, 19% fair, 55% good, 20% excellent. Winter Wheat 1% very 
poor, 8% poor, 27% fair, 49% good, 15% excellent. Barley 1% very 
poor, 5% poor, 22% fair, 58% good, 14% excellent. Summer 
potatoes 94% planted, 89% 1997, 78% avg. Apples 8% fair, 85% 
good, 7% excellent. Peaches 35% fair, 53% good, 12% excellent. 
Pasture 4% poor, 20% fair, 59% good, 17% excellent. Alfalfa 1% 
poor, 11% fair, 69% good, 19% excellent. Other hay 1% poor, 20% 
fair, 61% good, 18% excellent. Rainfall again hampered planting, 
other field activities last week. Temperatures were much cooler by 
the end of the week, with frost in some Piedmont, Western localities. 
These cooler temperatures caused potential damage to tobacco 
plantbeds. Some Virginia producers have made great progress in 





getting their corn planted early last week during the brief period of 
open weather. Small grains are beginning to grow rapidly. However, 
reduced yields for late-seeded wheat remain a concern for some 
producers as wheat stands are thin. Wheat producers continue to 
treat for cereal leaf beatles as well as powdery mildew. Most 
pastures good to excellent. Livestock being moved to graze. Some 
livestock are still being fed supplemental hay. Other farming activities 
included land preparation for vegetables, tobacco, bedding sweet 
potatoes, spraying for alfalfa weevils, tending to livestock. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 5% short; 
65% adequate, 30% surplus; subsoil 5% short, 80% adequate, 15% 
surplus. Winter wheat, dryland 9% fair, 71% good, 20% excellent; 
irrigated 30% good, 70% excellent. Some leaf diseases appeared, 
winter wheat look very good. Spring wheat 55% planted, 39% 1997, 
42% avg.; 30% emerged, 16% 1997, 18% avg. Spring wheat, 
dryland 10% fair, 90% good; irrigated 10% good, 90% excellent. 
Barley 45% planted, 21% 1997, 31% avg.; 11% emerged, 9% 1997, 
13% avg. Planting progressed well, but low soil temperatures slowed 
crop emergence, development for spring planted cereal grains. 
Potatoes 25% planted, 25% 1997, 27% avg.; 5% emerged, 3% 
1997, 4% avg. Hay, other roughage supplies, 2% short, 58% 
adequate, 40% surplus. Range, pasture, 9% fair, 80% good, 11% 
excellent. West of the Cascades, turfgrass growers continued 
mowing, fertilizing, Christmas tree growers were shearing Noble fir 
trees. East of the Cascades, apricots finished the bloom stage with 
below-avg. set in many orchards. Cherries approached full bloom. 
Early apple varieties were in bloom, with full apple blossom predicted 
to occur about a week ahead of normal. Frost protection was 
necessary in many orchards. Asparagus harvest was slowed by cool 
weather. Carrot, onion, sweet corn planting continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 84% 
adequate, 16% surplus. Wheat 5% fair, 95% good. Apple 76% fair, 
24% good. Peach 84% fair, 16% good. Hay 11% poor, 34% fair, 
53% good, 2% excellent. Intended acreage prepared for spring 
planting 43%, 50% 1997, 35% 5-year avg. Corn planted 1%, 2% 
1997, 5% 5-year avg. Oats planted 17%, 40% 1997, 22% 5-year 
avg.; oats emerged 2%, 12% 1997, 6% 5-year avg. Tobacco beds 
seeded 64%, 88% 1997, 76% 5-year avg. Tobacco beds emerged 
9%, 29% 1997, 30% 5-year avg. Cattle 1% poor, 16% fair, 75% 
good, 8% excellent; 77% calved. Sheep 9% fair, 87% good, 4% 
excellent; 77% lambed. Hay, roughage supplies 15% short, 80% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Feed grain supplies 7% short, 93% adequate. 
Activities: Field preparation, planting, calving, lambing, general 
maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.8. Soil moisture 62% 
adequate, 38% surplus. Spring tillage 5% complete, 3% 1997, 5% 
avg. Last week’s showers, the heavy rains received 2 weeks ago 
impacted fieldwork in many regions. Reporters continued to be 
optimistic about the condition of winter wheat and hay after the winter. 
Maple syrup production reports were mixed. Dunn and Pepin 
Counties observers reported average seasons, while Chippewa, 
Shawano Counties reporters noted the season was short with less 
production. Potato, vegetable plantings were underway in Portage, 
Waushara, Adams Counties. Fruit trees were budding in Walworth 
County. Farmers were spreading manure, where possible, soil 
sampling was conducted in some areas. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 9% short, 72% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Subsoil moisture 15% short, 78% adequate, 
7% surplus. Winter wheat 13% fair, 70% good, 17% excellent. 
Barley seeded 46%, 67% 1997, 52% avg. Oats seeded 11%, 11% 
1997, 15% avg. Spring wheat seeded 31%, 19% 1997, 17% avg. 
Calves born 74%, 76% 1997, 74% avg. Farm flock lambs born 84%, 
84% 1997, 82% avg. Farm flock sheep shorn 84%, 81% 1997, 81% 
avg. Range flock lambs born 15%, 12% 1997, 15% avg. Range 
flock sheep shorn 35%, 37% 1997, 41% avg. Calf losses 32% light, 
68% normal. Lamb losses 10% light, 90% normal. Range, pasture 
22% fair, 65% good, 13% excellent. Stock water 1% short, 93% 
adequate, 7% surplus. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Unseasonably mild weather accompanied several 
days of dryness in Ukraine and the North Caucasus region in Russia, 
prompting rapid greening in winter grains and favoring fieldwork. 


EUROPE: Widespread rain provided abundant moisture for crop 
development in England, France, and Germany and eased long-term 
dryness in Italy’s Po Valley, Hungary, and Slovakia. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Insufficient moisture in Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia worsened conditions for winter grain 


development. 


AUSTRALIA: Beneficial rain swept across the southern winter grain 


SOUTH AFRICA: Showery, cool weather caused minor disruptions 
in autumn fieldwork, including early corn harvesting. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drought continued to stress crops across the 
eastern Philippines and eastern Malaysia. In Java, showers continued 
to benefit main-season rice. 


EASTERN ASIA: Warmer weather and light rain favored winter 
wheat development across the North China Plain. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In southern Brazil and central Argentina, early- 
week showers slowed harvesting, but subsequent drier weather favored 
fieldwork. 





fo 


ie 
4a 


~ v 


ee 28 
Se s) 
—A 

U 


*) ’ 
<0 


40 “cur 
oes . —)F0ta Prec a Pecleianimm— 


NORTHWEST AFRICA Total Precipitation (mm) 
APR 6 - 11, 1998 











EUROPE 





Widespread showers frequently fell during the week, except in extreme 
southeastern Europe, where the weather was mostly dry. Precipitation 
amounts ranged from 10 mm to locally more than 50 mm in the United 
Kingdom, France, Spain, and Germany, providing abundant moisture 
reserves for winter grain development, but causing localized flooding 
and hampering spring grain and summer crop planting. Elsewhere, 
rain (10-45 mm) eased long-term dryness in Italy’s Po Valley, 
Hungary, Slovakia, and northern Yugoslavia, and maintained adequate 
moisture for early winter grain development in Poland and Romania. 
Warm, dry weather in Greece favored cotton planting, delayed by 
previous cold weather. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 4 degrees 
C below normal in the United Kingdom, France, and Spain, slowing 
crop development. On April 11, extreme minimum temperatures fell 
at or slightly below freezing at a few locations in northern Spain and 
southern France. Although temperatures in these areas did not fall low 
enough to threaten winter grains in the jointing stage, some damage to 
newly emerged summer crops was possible. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 3 to 10 degrees C above normal in eastern Europe, promoting 
winter grain development and warming topsoils for spring grain 
planting. 





NORTHWESTERN AFRICA | 





Winter grains continued to advance through the reproductive phase of 
development and were likely filling in southernmost areas. In 
Morocco, light rain (10-25 mm) stabilized conditions for winter grains 
in northern areas. However, insufficient moisture (less than 5 mm) fell 
in southern Morocco, where crop conditions continued to decline. In 
Algeria, drought continued to negatively affect winter grains. Light, 
scattered showers (3-10 mm) were confined to western areas. In 
Tunisia, dry weather returned to winter grain areas, causing crops to 
rely on limited moisture reserves to sustain normal development. 
Weekly temperatures averaged near normal in Morocco and 1 to 4 
degrees C above normal in Algeria and Tunisia. 
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Unseasonably warm weather continued over Ukraine and the North 
Caucasus region in Russia, prompting rapid greening in winter grains. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 4 to 9 degrees C above normal in these 
areas, with highest weekly temperatures ranging from the middle to 
upper 20's C. Winter grains in extreme southern Ukraine and southern 
North Caucasus likely advanced into the jointing stage of 
development. Furthermore, several days of dryness accompanied the 
mild weather, favoring spring grain planting. Farther north, wet 
weather (10 to more than 50 mm) spread eastward from Lithuania and 
Belarus into the extreme northern tip of Ukraine and central areas in 
Russia (southern portion of the Central Region, Central Black Soils 
Region, and the middle and upper Volga Valley). The precipitation 
in these areas maintained adequate to excessive topsoil moisture, 
hampering early fieldwork for spring grain planting. Near- to below- 
normal temperatures in these areas kept winter grains dormant. In 
cotton-growing areas of Central Asia, early cotton planting continued 
to progress. Seasonable temperatures and generally dry weather 
favored planting in most areas. The exception was in southern 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, where heavy rain (more than 50 mm) may 
have caused some localized washouts, necessitating replanting. 
Typically, most of the cotton crop is planted from mid-April through 
May. 
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Light to moderate showers (2-15 mm, reaching 25 mm at a few 
locations) caused some minor delays in autumn fieldwork from North 
West to coastal sugarcane areas of Kwazulu-Natal. Early corn and 
sugarcane harvesting and field preparations for wheat planting were 
underway. Temperatures averaged near to below normal in the 
traditionally cooler areas of Free State, with lows reaching 3 degrees 
C. Most late-planted corn requires a few more weeks without a killing 
freeze to safely reach maturity. In Western Cape, scattered light 
showers (5 mm or less) and below-normal temperatures kept topsoils 
moist in the main wheat areas. Planting should be in full swing in a 
few weeks. Elsewhere in southern Africa, warm, dry weather 
persisted over Zimbabwe and neighboring locations in Zambia and 
Mozambique. Moderate to heavy showers (10-25 mm or more, 
locally exceeding 50 mm), however, were concentrated over Malawi 
and adjacent sections of Zambia and Tanzania. 





AUSTRALIA 











Light to moderate rain (5-40 mm) covered winter grain areas of 
Western Australia, South Australia, and Victoria. The long-awaited 
moisture will help to condition soils in preparation for wheat and 
barley sowing, but was not heavy enough to increase long-term 
moisture reserves. Planting in the traditionally cooler locations of 
southern Australia can last into July, so most areas should have plenty 
of time to accumulate needed soil moisture. In the east, dry weather 
again dominated the primary crop regions of New South Wales and 
Queensland, although scattered showers (3-30 mm) fell over the 
sugarcane areas south of Brisbane. The continuing dry, warm 
conditions have favored sorghum and cotton harvesting, but topsoils 
have become unfavorably dry for winter grain germination. Wheat 
and barley planting in southeastern Queensland can begin in May if 
moisture reserves are adequate. In New Zealand, mostly dry weather 
continued in the main agricultural areas. 
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EASTERN ASIA 





Warmer weather and light rain (2-10 mm) 
favored winter wheat across Hebei and 
Shandong. Farther south, in Henan, Anhui, and 
Jiangsu, moderate rain (25-50 mm) aided 
vegetative winter wheat. Temperatures averaged 
2 to 4 degrees C above normal across the North 
China Plain. Warmer weather (temperatures 7-9 
degrees C above normal) favored spring wheat 
planting across Manchuria. Widespread rain 
(30-80 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 
100 mm) covered central and southern China, 
boosting moisture supplies for early double-crop 
rice. 





SOUTHEAST ASIA 





In Java and southern Sumatra, seasonal showers 
(20-60 mm) continued to benefit main-season 
rice and replenish long-term moisture supplies. 
Across Java, rainfall typically averages 45 mm 
per week during mid-April and decreases to 25 
mm per week by late May. Drought (isolated 
showers less than 20 mm) continued to stress 
crops across the eastern Philippines and eastern 
Malaysia (Sabah). Dry weather reduced 
moisture supplies for oil palm across eastern 
peninsular Malaysia, while moderate showers 
favored oil palm in the west. Scattered showers 
(5-30 mm) fell across northern Thailand, but 
warm, dry weather (temperatures 1-2 degrees C 
above normal) prevailed elsewhere in Thailand. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 





In southern Brazil, early-week showers (50-100 mm) slowed soybean 
and cotton harvesting across Rio Grande do Sul and Parana. However, 
the remainder of the week was dry, allowing some fieldwork. 
Elsewhere in southern Brazil, moderate showers (10-60 mm) allowed 
soybean harvesting to progress without significant delays. According 
to reports as of April 9, Brazilian soybeans were 57 percent harvested, 
compared with the 5-year average of 51 percent. In northern 
Argentina and southern Paraguay, early-week showers (25-75 mm, 
with isolated amounts greater than 100 mm) slowed cotton harvesting. 
However, subsequent dry weather favored cotton maturation and some 
harvesting. Drier weather is needed across the region to allow flooded 
areas to dry. In central Argentina, showers (25-40 mm) were confined 
to central and southern Buenos Aires, aiding second-crop soybeans, 
but slowing summer crop harvesting. Drier weather favored fieldwork 
in southern Cordoba and Santa Fe. According to reports as of April 
3, Argentine cotton, soybean, and corn crops were 6, 9, and 30 percent 
harvested, respectively. 


Latest El Nino Advisory 


The following is derived from the El Nifio/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Diagnostic Advisory 98/4 issued by the Climate 
Prediction Center/National Centers for Climate Prediction (NCEP) on April 10, 1998. 


Very strong warm (ENSO) episode conditions continued to 
dominate the tropical Pacific during March, as tropical 
Pacific sea surface temperatures (SST's) remained well 
above normal east of the date line. SST anomalies 
exceeded +2.0°C in the equatorial Pacific east of 140°W 
and +3°C from 120°W eastward, with actual SST’s near 
29°C observed across the entire equatorial Pacific. Note 
that although anomalies in the Nifio regions again 
decreased during the month, this does not indicate a 
weakening of warm episode conditions. Instead, it reflects 
the normal annual cycle in SST, which produces increases 
in the climatological mean temperatures across the eastern 
half of the equatorial Pacific at this time of the year. 


Tropical convection and precipitation during March were 
again greatly enhanced across the central and eastern 


equatorial Pacific, and suppressed over Indonesia and the 
western Pacific. This overall pattern has persisted since 
June 1997. 


The latest NCEP forecasts indicate a continuation of warm 
episode conditions through April-June 1998, followed by 


a return toward normal during July-September. The rate at 
which the warm episode decays will depend on a return to 
near-normal or stronger-than-normal low-level easterlies 
over the equatorial Pacific. Through March, the easterlies 
continued to be much weaker than normal across the east- 
central and eastern tropical Pacific. 


Based on current conditions in the tropical Pacific, the 
NCEP SST predictions, and results from historical studies 
on the effects of ENSO, we expect drier-than-normal 
conditions to continue over Indonesia and northern South 
America during the next couple of months. Wetter-than- 
normal conditions should continue over the central and 
eastern equatorial Pacific, along the coasts of Ecuador and 
northern Peru, and over southeastern South America. A 
return to wetter-than-normal conditions is also possible 
over central Chile as the jet stream over the eastern South 
Pacific continues to be stronger than normal. Also, 
recurrent periods of significant storm activity and 
precipitation across California and the southern tier of the 
United States are likely to continue through April. 
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Average Pan Evaporation (Inches/Day) 
April 5 - 11, 1998 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
April 12 - 18, 1998 


ind eavy rain struck parts of the Midwest and Southeast 
for the third consecutive week, maintaining soil 
saturation and pushing rivers into minor to moderate flooding. 
The Southeastern wetness was part of a long-term wet spell 
that dates back more than 6 months, to mid-October 1997. In 
contrast, short-term dryness stretched to 4 weeks across the 
southern Plains, immediate Gulf Coast, and most of 
Florida. On April 18, temperatures dipped slightly below 
freezing as far south as eastern New Mexico and northern 
Texas, where winter wheat was approaching or entering the 
heading stage. Meanwhile, California and the Southwest ex- 
perienced late-week improvement from 3 weeks of very cool, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
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damp weather. Weekly temperatures ranged 
from 6 to 10°F below normal in the Southwest 
to as much as 8°F above normal in the Great 
Lakes States and New England. 


Early in the week, warm, windy weather 
prevailed across the Nation's mid-section in 
advance of a series of low-pressure systems. 
On Sunday, southerly winds gusted to 54 mph 
in Manhattan, KS, 55 mph in Sioux Falls, 
SD, and 59 mph in Ottumwa, IA. In contrast, 
cool weather lingered in the East and continued 
across the West. Daily-record lows were 
established on Sunday in Tallahassee, FL 
(35°F) and San Luis Obispo, CA (34°F). 
Waves of cool air continued to overspread the 
West until the late-week period, resulting in 
more than a dozen daily records. In 
California's San Joaquin Valley, Bakersfield 
not only notched daily-record lows of 38°F on 
both April 14 and 16, but also posted a daily- 
record rainfall (0.12 inches) on April 15. 
Inland, daily-record lows included 13°F in Ely, 
NV (on Tuesday), 29°F in Albuquerque, NM 
(Thursday), and 18°F in Cedar City, UT 
(Friday). 


Heavy snow fell in parts of the West. In 
Wyoming's Big Horn Mountains, totals 
locally topped 3 feet on April 14-15. By week's 
end, April snowfall reached 16.3 inches in 
Flagstaff, AZ and 10.1 inches in Cheyenne, 
WY. The monthly total rose to 9.5 inches in 
Colorado Springs, CO, aided by a daily- 
record total (6.7 inches) on Wednesday. Late in 
the week, cold air spilled onto the central and 
southern Plains, producing a half-dozen daily- 
record lows. On Friday, lows fell to 18°F in 
both Tribune, KS and Yuma, CO. A day 
later, Midland, TX recorded 34°F, while 
readings dipped below freezing in locations 
such as Roswell, NM (29°F) and Lubbock, TX 
(31°F). On the Texas Coast, Corpus Christi's 
high on Saturday (64°F) was lower than their 
low temperature on Wednesday (74°F). 


Farther east, weekly rainfall topped 4 inches in 
and near the southern Appalachians. In 
Union County, TN, 10.77 inches fell at Big 
Ridge. Twenty-four hour totals on April 16-17 
reached 6.32 inches in Tazewell, TN. Also in 
Tennessee, Knoxville's monthly rainfall 
reached 9.70 inches through April 19, second 
on record in April to their 17.32-inch total in 
1874. A tornado outbreak on Thursday battered 
downtown Nashville, TN and left five people 
dead (three in Tenmessee and two in 
Arkansas), pushing the Nation's 1998 tornado 
death count to 103 (the highest since 1984). In 
South Carolina, Anderson received 4.60 
inches on Friday, breaking their calendar-day 
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record for April. Farther north, weekly rainfall totaled 2 to 5 inches in most of the 
Ohio River Valley and 1 to 3 inches from north-central Nebraska to Lake 
Michigan. 


By Monday, April 20, water levels on the lower Ohio River ranged from 1.7 feet 
above flood stage (afs) at Paducah, KY to 9.0 feet afs at Cairo, IL, and continued 
to rise. Back water from the Mississippi River caused the higher stage at Cairo. On 
the Mississippi River, a crest passed Moline, IL (2.34 feet afs) on April 12 and 
Keithsburg, IL (5.71 feet afs) on April 14. The crest reached Chester, IL, just 
north of the Ohio River confluence, on Saturday night, producing a stage 8.1 feet 
afs. (According to data released on April 20, the crest is expected to reach 
Caruthersville, MO (7.5 feet afs) on April 25, and Baton Rouge, LA (2.5 feet afs) 
on May 7. These forecasts are based on current conditions and may be affected by 
future rainfall in the basin.) 


Extremely mild spring weather continued in Alaska, where weekly temperatures 
ranged from 2 to 20°F above normal. McGrath posted daily-record highs on 
Thursday (55°F) and Saturday (61°F). On April 17, Nenana's high of 60°F was their 
earliest such occurrence. In Barrow, where temperatures averaged 15°F above 
normal during the 7 weeks ending April 18, temperatures were last below normal on 
March 5. Meanwhile in Hawaii, dryness stretched toward a sixth consecutive month. 
In Honolulu, rainfall totaled 0.19 inches during the week, but only 2.80 inches (18 
percent of normal) from November 1, 1997, to April 18, 1998. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 18, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 18, 1998 
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April 13 - 19, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Rain continued to delay spring field preparations, and 
muddy fields delayed the traditional beginning of the 
corn-planting season across most of the Corn Belt. 
Strong thunderstorms caused localized flooding and 
delayed fieldwork in parts of the Southeast. In the 
central and northern Plains, rainfall was considerably 
lighter, allowing farmers to make substantial progress 
in their fields while also benefiting the winter wheat 
crop and helping earlier planted crops to emerge. 
Planting and fieldwork also advanced in the De!ta 
States. The southern Plains remained dry, and 
rain was needed to help germinate recently planted 


crops. Most of Florida also remained in a dry pattern, 
but moisture reserves were adequate. Farmers in the 
Northeast enjoyed dry weather most of the week and 
made rapid progress preparing fields for planting. 
Weather conditions in California and the Southwest 
improved slightly, but wet soils and unseasonably 
low temperatures, especially at night, continued to 
cause delays in planting the cotton crop. Crop 
emergence and growth were slowed by cool weather 
and snow in the Rocky Mountain and Intermountain 
Plateau regions. 





Winter wheat: Winter wheat headed increased to 8 percent, 
slightly ahead of the 5-year average. The crop was most 
advanced in California, but development was more than 20 
percent behind normal. Development remained ahead of 
normal in Texas and Oklahoma, but not nearly as advanced as 
the wheat crop in Arkansas, where nearly half of the crop was 
heading, double the normal progress for this date. In Kansas, 
the crop was also developing ahead of normal despite a late- 
week freeze. Most of the Kansas crop was in the jointing stage, 
with none reported headed. In the northern Plains, nearly all 
of the crop had broken dormancy, but growth was slowed in the 
High Plains by cool weather. The soft red winter wheat crop 
continued to develop up to 2 weeks ahead of normal in parts of 
the eastern Corn Belt, where conditions were mostly good to 
excellent despite excessive moisture in some areas. Nationally, 
the crop condition was nearly unchanged from a week earlier, 
but windy, dry weather caused a modest decline in the Texas 
crop. 


Corn: Five percent of the intended corn crop has been planted, 
slightly behind this time last year and the 5-year average. 
Frequent rains have kept fields too wet to plant in the Corn 
Belt. Illinois and Nebraska farmers planted 1 percent of their 
intended acreage, but virtually no corn was planted elsewhere 
in the Corn Belt. Excluding the Southern States, normal 
progress ranged mostly from 2 to 5 percent. Planting progress 
jumped 10 percent in Kansas, slightly ahead of normal for this 
date. Planting was also ahead of the 5-year average in Texas, 
where planting continued in the High Plains. Recently planted 
fields were emerging with good stands, but rain was needed to 
assist growth of young seedlings. In Missouri, planting was 
behind normal due to wet conditions in the northern third of the 
State, but rapid progress in the Bootheel partially offset the 
delays. 


Cotton: Ten percent of the Nation’s cotton crop has been 
planted, 4 percent behind this time last year and the 5- 


year average. Progress continued slightly ahead of normal 
across most of the South despite heavy rains and flooding in the 
southern Appalachians and Tennessee Valley late in the week. 
Cotton planting in the Southwest fell further behind normal due 
to cool, wet soils. Delays were especially evident in California, 
where only lighter, well-drained fields were planted. In 
Arizona, growers made respectable planting progress, but were 
still considerably behind normal. Texas farmers were slightly 
ahead of the normal planting pace, but cool soils in some areas 
and dry soils in others prevented faster progress. Germination 
continued to be hampered by low nighttime temperatures. 


Rice: Rice farmers nearly doubled their planting to 41 percent 
of the intended acreage, 14 percent ahead of the 5-year average. 
Planting was substantially ahead of normal in Texas and 
Louisiana, but Mississippi growers were a few days behind 
normal for this date. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting advanced to 17 percent 
completed, equal to the 5-year average. Progress continued to 
be limited to Texas and the Mississippi Delta States. Spring 
wheat seeded advanced to 12 percent, twice the normal progress 
by this date. South Dakota farmers made excellent progress 
from the previous week, advancing to 38 percent seeded, well 
ahead of this time last year and the 5-year average. Oats seeded 
advanced to 20 percent of intended acres, 5 percent ahead of 
normal. Farmers in Iowa and Nebraska made some progress 
but continued to be limited by muddy fields. More than half of 
the intended seedings were complete in Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Barley planted was at 15 percent, slightly ahead of normal. 
Planting was most advanced in Washington, but South Dakota 
farmers were also substantially ahead of normal. Peanut 
planting was just getting started. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending April 19, 1998 


Winter Wheat Percent Headed Cotton Percent Planted 


Apr iS: Prev: Prev: -SYr Apr1S: Prev. Prev: SYr 
1996: Week = Year: = Avg 1996 Week Year Avg 


47 1 1 14 


1 1 11 


These 14 States produced 98% of 
last s cotton 


Sorghum Percent Planted 
These 19 States produced 91% of Apri@ Prev Prev = 5-Yr 
last winter wheat 4996: Week Year = Avg 
Corn Percent Planted 


ApriS: Prev: Prev 
1996 Week Year 


7 


These 12 States produced 99% of 
last s 


Oats Percent Planted 


Apr 1S: = Prev Prev &Yr 
1996: Week Year: Avg 


24 


1 


These 9 States produced 57% of 
last oat 





Rice Percent Planted 





Apri9 Prev = Prev 
1998 Week Year 





AR 37 17 





CA 1 





LA 





9 
i] 
60 60 
26 51 





™ 59 11 





0 
77 
[MS 35 
73 
at 


ALL 23 24 





These 5 States produced 96% of 








last year's rice acreage. 








Barley Percent Planted 





ri9 Prev Prev 5Y¥r 
996 Week Year Avg 


iD 30 NA 29 34 











Spring Wheat Percent Planted 





Apr 19: Prev Prev §-¥r 
1998 . Week Year. = Avg 





ID 41 30 49 49 





MN 3 0 





MT 16 5 





These 17 States produced 90% of ND 3 0 





last corn SD 38 16 





AALS 12 4 <a 





These 5 States produced 96% of 
last year's spring wheat acreage. 











MN 3 NA 0 2 
MT 13 NA 5 12 
ND 1 NA 0 1 
SD 26 NA 0 6 
WA 73 NA 32 44 
ALL 1§ NA 8 12 


These 6 States produced 83% of 
last year's barley acreage. 





























Peanuts Percent Planted 


Apri9g: Prev: Prev = &Yr 
1998 = Week Year 


Lin 8 States produced 99% of 
ast 
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These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil 9% short, 68% 
adequate, 23% surplus. Scattered showers slowed planting in some 
counties. Farmers increased momentum in land preparation for planting 
corn, cotton, soybeans, peanuts. Wheat heading continues to gain ground 
with warmer weather. Some producers started thinning peach groves in 
central areas. Acreage prepared 70%, 75% 1997, 69% avg. Corn planted 
71%, 78% 1997, 64% avg. Wheat headed 43%, 61% 1997, 42% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 2% poor, 32% fair, 46% good, 19% excellent. Livestock 2% poor, 
32% fair, 56% good, 10% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Lack of continuous warm weather has continued to delay cotton 
planting. Alfalfa harvest continued throughout the State last week. Harvest 
activity was reported as 28% not being harvested, 14% light, 46% moderate, 
12% active. Alfalfa condition was mixed, with some conditions improving, 
some declining. Condition was reported as 11% fair, 69% good, 20% 
excelent. Small grains continued to progress from emerged toward headed. 
As of April 19, 84% was reported as headed. This compares with 93% 1997, 
91% avg. Small grain 7% fair, 40% good, 53% excellent. Range, pasture 
feed 7% poor, 22% fair, 44% good, 27% excellent. Growers in central, 
western areas continued to ship a variety of vegetables last week. 
Vegetables shipped by central area growers included artichokes, broccoli, 
cabbage, carrots, cilantro, iceberg, leaf and romaine lettuce, kale, mixed 
greens, parsley, spinach, Swiss chard and turnips. Vegetables harvested in 
western areas included broccoli, cauliflower, celery, salad savoy, speciality 
leaf and spinach. Lettuce shipped from the western area included iceberg, 
leaf and romaine lettuce. Central and western citrus shipments showed 
considerable slowing last week. Central area groves shipped Valencias, 
grapefruit, while valencias, lemons were harvested in the west. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 18% short, 73% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Main farming activities: Planting was underway for 
corn, sorghum, rice. Cotton fields were being hipped in preparation for 
planting. Pastures were being fertilized, sprayed for weeds. Some counties 
reported fungicide applications to wheat fields, while many counties reported 
scouting wheat. Tomatoes were being staked in south-central areas, being 
planted in northern areas. Peaches, grapes, apples were being sprayed for 
disease and/or pests. Livestock were in good condition statewide. Poultry 
houses were being cleaned, herd health maintenance continued. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities gradually resumed as drier conditions, 
warmer weather prevailed in most areas. Previously flooded small grain 
fields began to show signs of recovery from water stress. Wheat head 
development gained momentum in most fields. Severe lodging from earlier 
storms in the southern San Joaquin Valley was expected to reduce grain 
yields. Full extent of the damage will not be known until harvest time. 
Seedbed preparations for planting corn, cotton and dry beans were slowly 
increasing as soils dried. Cotton planting resumed on lighter, sandier soils 
in the central, southern San Joaquin Valley. Most of the cotton ground in 
other areas was still too wet for seedbed preparation. Overflow from the Tule 
River has flooded approximately 13,000 acres of cropland in the southern 
San Joaquin Valley. This will significantly reduce cotton acreage in the area. 
Desert area cotton fields were squaring, beginning to set bolls. Rice fields 
in the Sacramento Valley remained too wet for tillage, planting. Sugar beets 
were thinned, hand weeded in the San Joaquin Valley. Harvest of sugar 
beets continued in the Imperial Valley. Cut flowers were harvested in Kern 
County. Alfalfa, oats were cut for hay or green chopped. Normal cultural 
activities continued in orchards, vineyards. Herbicides, fungicides were 
applied in deciduous orchards. Some growers were thinning early varieties 
of stone fruit. Pistachio, fig trees were leafing out. Scattered hail storms 
occurred in the San Joaquin Valley. It was too early to assess the damage 
tofruit. Apples were pushing bloom. Kiwifruit were beginning to show bud 
swell. Navel orange picking was winding down, while Valencia orange 
picking gathered momentum. Grapefruit, lemons, tangerines were also 
harvested. Vegetable fieldwork increased as fields dried. Broccoli, 





The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


cauliflower were harvested in coastal valieys and the San Joaquin Valley. 
Head, leaf lettuce harvest progressed in central counties. Late-spring lettuce 
was weeded, thinned, sprayed to control mildew, loopers, aphids. Asparagus 
harvest continued. Planting of tomatoes, beans was halted because of wet 
conditions in the Sacramento Valley. Tomato planting increased in the 
southern counties. Pepper planting in the Gilroy-Hollister area was behind 
schedule, may be too late for some farmers. Spring melon harvest 
progressed in the Imperial, Coachella Valleys. Sweet corn planting has been 
delayed. Cabbage was harvested in the Imperial, San Joaquin Valleys. 
Sweet potato seedbed preparation has halted in Merced County. Spinach 
was harvested in Stanislaus County. Other crops harvested included 
potatoes, cilantro, parsley, mushrooms, carrots, onions, radishes. Pasture, 
rangeland conditions were excellent over most of the State, with grasses, 
other forage vegetation growing well. Some early annual species were 
maturing, drying in the lower foothills after the warmer, drier weather. Range- 
fed cattle continued to make good weight gains on abundant, high-quality 
forage. Bees were still actively pollinating apple orchards; some hives were 
being moved into citrus groves. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 3% very short, 18% 
short, 68% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 15% short, 78% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Freeze damage to the commercial peach, apricot 
crops on the western slope minimal, full crops are still expected this year. 
Spring barley 50% seeded, 73% 1997, 46% avg.; 25% emerged, 30% 1997, 
15% avg. Oats 41% seeded, 56% 1997, 40% avg.; 25% emerged, 42% 
1997, 18% avg. Dry onions 76% planted, 90% 1997, 68% avg.; 2% fair, 
65% good, 33% excellent. Sugar beets 53% planted, 74% 1997, 67% avg. 
Summer potatoes 40% planted, 80% 1997, 46% avg. Spring wheat 37% 
planted, 65% 1997, 28% avg.; 20% emerged, 25% 1997, 10% avg. Cows 
82% calved, 83% 1997, 83% avg. Ewes 85% lambed, 80% 1997, 82% avg. 
Livestock in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Subsoil moisture 67% 
adequate, 33% surplus. Topsoil moisture 57% adequate, 43% surplus. 
Winter wheat 2% very poor, 4% poor, 19% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. 
Barley 2% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 60% good, 6% excellent; 50% 
headed, 6% 1997, 5% avg. Potatoes 85% planted, 62% 1997, 48% avg. 
Green peas 76% planted, 68% 1997, 49% avg. Sweet corn 9% planted, 8% 
1997, 7% avg. Cucumbers 11% planted, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Cantaloupes 
13% planted, 4% 1997, 1% avg. Watermelons 13% planted, 4% 1997, 1% 
avg. Apples 75% bloomed, 23% 1997, 9% avg. Strawberries 44% bloomed, 
31% 1997, 16% avg. Peaches 98% bloomed, 90% 1997, 54% avg. Hay 
supplies 50% short, 48% adequate, 2% surplus. Pasture feed 3% poor, 14% 
fair, 80% good, 3% excellent. Activities: Wet fields continued to be a 
problem, field preparation was still behind schedule, barley has headed way 
ahead of schedule. 





FLORIDA: Dry, warm weather continued. Virtually all major stations 
recorded no measurable rain. Temperatures within a degree of normal. 
Daytime highs mostly 80's. Nighttime lows mostly upper 50's and mid to 
upper 60's, with Daytona Beach, Jacksonville, Orlando, Valparaiso recording 
at least one low in 40's. Topsoil moisture Panhandle, northern Peninsula 
mostly short, to adequate. Central, southern Peninsula topsoil moisture 
mostly short to adequate, scattered areas very short. Sugarcane growth 
normal. Sugarcane mills closed for season. Corn planting virtually complete. 
Wheat looks good. Field preparation for spring planted crops active. 
Peanuts planted 1%. Dry conditions allowed vegetable work to progress 
normally. Major vegetables shipped: Snap beans, blueberries, cabbage, 
carrots, celery, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, endive, escarole, lettuce, 
okra, parsley, peppers, potatoes, radishes, squash, strawberries, tomatoes. 
Hot, dry all citrus areas, irrigation in use. Bloom complete, little new growth 
cept in well cared for groves. Valencia harvest very active for processing. 
Movement of all seedless grapefruit most active on the lower east coast. 
Temple, Honey tangerine harvests almost over. Caretakers cutting cover 
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crops, applying herbicides, spraying. Pasture feed very poor 5%, poor 15%, 
fair 45%, good 35%. Condition of cattle poor 15%, fair 30%, good 50%, 
excellent 5%. Pastures central, southern part of Peninsula could use some 
rain. Condition of pastures relatively unchanged. Water in flooded pastures 
receded, central area, grass still short. West-central: dry conditions aided 
brush fires. Pastures southeast on dry side. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 4% short, 51% 
adequate, 45% surplus. Corn 3% poor, 23% fair, 62% good, 12% excellent; 
58% emerged. Cotton 4% very poor, 8% poor, 55% fair, 31% good, 2% 
excellent. Hay 3% poor, 29% fair, 61% good, 7% excellent. Peanuts 1% 
poor, 65% fair, 32% good, 2% excellent. Sorghum 4% planted, 5% 1997, 
8% avg. Tobacco 3% poor, 26% fair, 60% good, 11% excellent; 58% 
transplanted, 96% 1997, 87% avg. Wheat 88% jointing, 99% 1997, 98% 
avg.; 73% boot, 95% 1997, 86% avg. Onions 14% poor, 29% fair, 48% 
good, 9% excellent; 5% harvested, 29% 1997, 8% avg. Waiermelons 5% 
poor, 31% fair, 52% good, 12% excellent; 68% planted, 90% 1997, 82% avg. 
Apples 1% very poor, 1% poor, 14% fair, 46% good, 38% excellent; 63% 
blooming, 95% 1997, 72% avg. Peaches 18% very poor, 16% poor, 26% 
fair, 24% good, 16% excellent. Pasture feed 4% poor, 25% fair, 62% good, 
9% excellent. Heavy rains, intense winds, tornado warnings near week's end 
limited fieldwork. Rainfall fluctuated throughout the State, with reports of as 
much as 7 in. in some areas. Cooler temperatures, wet conditions slowing 
some crop progress. Some damage due to erosion. Slight improvement in 
crop conditions. Tobacco transplanting advancing, still 2 weeks behind 
normal. Wheat development slowly improving, about a week behind normal. 
Cereal leaf beetle found in northern section of the State in wheat fields. 
Pastures greening up. Activities included: Planting cotton, corn, peanuts. 
Preparing land, spraying pecans, vegetables. Fertilizing pastures. 





HAWAII: Weather conditions improved. Gusty winds subsided by 
midweek. Frequency of rain also decreased. Farmers catching up on spray 
programs were hampered by previously strong winds, rain. Banana orchards 
in fair to good condition, depending on exposure to wind, rain. Harvesting 
continues in all areas. Papaya shows improved growth due to added rainfall. 
Plantings have stepped up. Harvesting activity is light. Fruit gap may mean 
lighter supplies this summer. Watermelon harvesting to increase. Moderate 
supplies are expected from fields on Oahu. Head cabbage in mostly good 
condition. Insect, disease incidences were generally light. Cucumber 
harvesting will increase from some areas. Tomato harvesting is heavy, with 
reportedly good quality. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Topsoil 39% surplus, 58% 
adequate, 3% short. Calving is 94% complete, lambing 93%. Throughout 
the State, unseasonably cool temperatures, rain, snow are slowing crop 
emergence. Hail in southwestern areas caused no major damage. Stone 
fruits are in bloom or post-bloom stages, while apples are yet to bloom. Hay, 
roughage supply 16% surplus, 71% adequate, 12% short, 1% very short. 
Irrigation supply 48% excellent, 52% good. Dry peas 20% planted, 13% 
1997, 12% avg.; 7% emerged, 4% 1997, 4% avg. Lentils 5% planted, 3% 
1997, 7% avg.; 0% emerged, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Oats 25% planted, 24% 
1997, 23% avg.; 8% emerged, 7% 1997, 7% avg. Onions 85% planted, 
100% 1997, 76% avg.; 23% emerged, 43% 1997, 29% avg. Potatoes 6% 
planted, 7% 1997, 9% avg. Barley 10% emerged, 9% 1997, 10% avg. 
Spring wheat 16% emerged, 15% 1997, 17% avg. Winter wheat 7% jointed. 
Sugar beets 62% planted, 83% 1997, 62% avg.; 12% emerged, 15% 1997, 
15% avg. Activities: Planting small grains, dry peas, lentils, onions, sugar 
beets, shipping seed potatoes, calving, lambing, feeding livestock, branding 
Calves, fencing, field preparation, fertilizing, weed control, irrigation, preparing 
machinery. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.1. Topsoil 38% adequate, 62% 
surplus. Rainy conditions, wet ground continued to delay most field activities. 
Wheat looks good considering the excess moisture, some standing water. 
Alfalfa hay and pastures appear favorable as well. Activities this past week 
included last-minute machinery preparation, fertilizer application, moving 
stored grain. Oats 46% planted, 76% 1997, 58% avg. Alfalfa hay 1% very 
poor, 1% poor, 7% fair, 68% good, 23% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very 
poor, 2% poor, 10% fair, 63% good, 24% excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3. Topsoil 32% adequate, 68% 
surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 50% adequate, 48% surplus. Corn planting 
began, however, less than 1% of the crop is in the ground. Farmers had to 
contend with heavy rains again, with some areas reporting as much as 7 





inches of rainfall. Winter wheat 70% jointed, 25% 1997, 19% avg. Wheat 
crop is still about 2 weeks ahead of normal maturity. Range, pasture feed 
2% poor, 18% fair, 57% good, 23% excellent. Activities: Spreading fertilizer, 
applying burn-down herbicide, field preparation, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3. Little fieldwork accomplished this 
week due to wet soil, frequent rain. Topsoil adequate 36%, surplus 64%. 
Subsoil short 2%, adequate 48%, surplus 50%. Saturated fields have led to 
soil erosion in south-central, southeastern areas. The 1998 row crops 
primary seedbed preparation has been completed (includes fall tillage) 65%, 
48% 1997, 52% avg.; fertilizer application completed (includes fall 
application) 59%, 55% 1997, 56% avg. Oats planted 22%, 51% 1997, 49% 
avg. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 7% poor, 36% fair, 46% good, 10% 
excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 10% poor, 29% fair, 48% good, 12% 
excellent. Muddy feediots continue to be stressful for cattle; above-normal 
calf losses; numerous reports of scours. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 1% short, 82% 
adequate, 17% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 80% adequate, 17% surplus. 
Wheat jointing 68%, 58% 1997, 50% avg. Wheat wind damage 1% 
moderate, 8% light, 91% none. Wheat freeze damage 5% moderate, 6% 
light, 89% none. Oats seeded 87%, 100% 1997, 91% avg. Temperatures 
dipped below thirty-two degrees Fahrenheit Friday night. The extent of the 
damage to wheat is unknown at this time. Insect, disease infestations were 
reported as minimal. Major field activities were seedbed preparation, 
Spraying fields, applying fertilizer, planting corn. Pasture feed 4% poor, 18% 
fair, 65% good and 13% excellent. Major livestock activities included: 
Calhing, lambing, moving cattle to summer pasture. The wind has helped to 
improve feediot conditions. Burning of pastures continues in the eastern half 
of the State. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.7. Topsoil 1% short, 42% 
adequate, 57% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 62% adequate, 36% surplus. 
Pasture feed 3% poor, 28% fair, 51% good, 18% excellent. Cooler 
temperatures returned, combined with above-average rainfall throughout the 
State. Tornadoes, hail caused some property damage, resulted in a few 
fatalities. About 95 % of tobacco beds sown 94% 1997, 90% avg. Corn 
planting slowed by the wet field conditions. Winter wheat 3% very poor, 16% 
poor, 33% fair, 41% good, 7% excellent. Average height for alfalfa was 8 
inches. Barley 21% poor, 54% fair, 25% good. Damage to peaches not as 
bad as originally thought. Cattle reported to be in good shape. Pasture feed 
3% poor, 28% fair, 51% good, 18% excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 5% very short, 
57% short, 38% adequate. Corn 4% poor, 31% fair, 65% good; 100% 
planted, 97% 1997, 93% avg.; 95% emerged, 90% 1997, 79% avg. Dry 
weather aided completion of planting. Cotton 0% emerged, 0% 1997, 1% 
avg. Hay 4% first cutting, 5% 1997, 3% avg. Rice 60% emerged, 40% 
1997, 38% avg. Planting made excellent progress. Sorghum 8% emerged, 
11% 1997, 7% avg. Spring plowing 88% plowing, 66% 1997, 73% avg. 
Sugarcane 4% poor, 16% fair, 62% good, 18% excellent. Fertilization active 
in most areas. Sweet potatoes 1% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Wheat 1% 
very poor, 7% poor, 36% fair, 53% good, 3% excellent,; 98% headed, 86% 
1997, 74% avg., 14% turning color, 5% 1997, 6% avg. Livestock 5% poor, 
34% fair, 55% good, 6% excellent. Vegetables 8% poor, 33% fair, 54% 
good, 5% excellent. Pasture feed 5% poor, 34% fair, 56% good, 5% 
excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Subsoil 77% adequate, 23% 
surplus. Topsoil 59% adequate, 41% surplus. Winter wheat 2% very poor, 
5% poor, 21% fair, 48% good, 24% excellent; 12% headed, 0% 1997, 0% 
avg. Barley 3% very poor, 5% poor, 15% fair, 56% good, 21% excellent; 43% 
headed, 4% 1997, 4% avg. Rye 2% poor, 14% fair, 59% good, 25% 
excellent; 33% headed, 9% 1997, 4% avg. Field corn 14% planted, 8% 
1997, 6% avg. Sweet corn 13% planted, 16% 1997, 11% avg. Potatoes 
100% planted, 94% 1997, 63% avg. Green peas 44% planted, 68% 1997, 
56% avg. Tomatoes 13% planted, 5% 1997, 4% avg. Cantaloupes 8% 
planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Watermelons 6% planted, 0% 1997, 1% avg. 
Snap beans 5% planted, 4% 1997, 3% avg. Peaches 92% bloomed, 82% 
1997, 36% avg. Apples 69% bloomed, 35% 1997, 12% avg. Strawberries 
35% bloomed, 33% 1997, 21% avg. Pasture feed 2% poor, 14% fair, 64% 
good, 20% excellent. Hay supplies 21% very short, 37% short, 42% 
adequate. Activities: Corn planting for some counties began last week, small 
grains were treated for aphids. 
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MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Continued wet soil and rain 
later in the week kept farmers out of the fields in many areas of the State. 
Precipitation was in the form of snow in the Upper Peninsula where it halted 
barley planting. In drier areas, sugar beets, oats were planted. Other 
actties included spreading fertilizer, chisel plowing, discing, spraying fruit 
trees. Sweet cherries just started to bloom in the southeast. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.7. Topsoil 1% very short, 3% 
short, 70% adequate, 26% surplus. Relatively warm, dry conditions aided 
access to fields. Pastures, hayfields greening up. Corn 10% ground 
prepared, 2% 1997, 4% avg. Soybeans 3% ground prepared, 1% 1997, 1% 
avg. Spring wheat 3% planted, 0% 1997, 3% avg. Oats 16% planted, 3% 
1997, 6% avg. Barley 3% planted, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Sugar beets 3% 
planted, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Green peas 10% planted, 2% 1997, 3% avg. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 1% very short, 
8% short, 65% adequate, 26% surplus. Corn 72% planted, 87% 1997, 71% 
avg.; 50% emerged, 58% 1997, 47% avg.; 2% poor, 23% fair, 59% good, 
16% excellent. Rice 35% planted, 51% 1997, 40% avg. Soybeans 11% 
planted, 14% 1997, 9% avg. Wheat 86% jointed, 100% 1997, 94% avq.; 
32% heading, 69% 1997, 43% avg.; 3% very poor, 7% poor, 39% fair, 48% 
good, 3% excellent. Watermelons 23% planted, 66% 1997, 49% avg.; 3% 
poor, 31% fair, 60% good, 6% excellent. Blueberries 4% very poor, 23% 
poor, 35% fair, 37% good, 1% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 6% poor, 24% 
fair, 56% good, 13% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 5% poor, 27% 
fair, 55% good, 11% excellent. Activities: Main farming activities for the week 
were planting corn, rice, soybeans. Farmers continued to prepare land, apply 
fertilizers as weather permitted. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. Topsoil 1% short, 46% 
adequate, 53% surplus. Saturated field conditions limited most northern area 
farmers from performing any significant field operations during the past 
week. Operators across the southern third of the State were able to make 
significant corn planting progress. Corn planting in the Bootheel is most 
advanced at 69%. Reporters in all districts except the southeast rated wheat 
predominately in good condition. Wheat in the Bootheel ranges mostly from 
poor to good condition. Oats sown 43%, 78% 1997, 70% avg. Ground tilled 
for spring crops 51%, 61% 1997, 62% avg. Precipitation for the past week 
averaged 1.29 in. State, ranging from 0.22 in. southwest district to 2.08 in. 
east-central district. Pasture feed 5% poor, 15% fair, 65% good, 15% 
excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil 4% very short, 17% 
short, 73% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 8% very short, 27% short, 62% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Fieldwork in progress was rated 30% none, 46% just 
started, 24% well underway. Winter wheat emergence 3% still dormant, 31% 
greening, 66% green and growing. Winter wheat wind damage 1% heavy, 
6% moderate, 50% light, 43% none. Freeze, drought damage to winter 
wheat 4% heavy, 5% moderate, 37% light, 54% none. Oats planted 8%, 2% 
1997, 7% avg. Sugar beets planted 31%, 5% 1997, 21% avg. Calving is 
84% complete, lambing is 70% complete. Supplemental feeding continues, 
with 92% of cattle and calves, 84% of sheep and lambs receiving 
supplemental feeding. 





NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 2.9. Topsoil 6% short, 72% 
adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 82% adequate, 12% surplus. 
Wet, cool weather conditions once again delayed spring fieldwork activities 
last week. Extended wet conditions delayed spring tillage activities 1 to 2 
weeks in parts of eastern Nebraska. Moisture supplies limited in 
southwestern counties, rain is needed to encourage plant growth. Winter 
wheat condition 1% very poor, 5% poor, 21% fair, 60% good, 13% excellent; 
4% jointed, 1% 1997, 4% avg.; army cutworms Panhandle, southwestern, 
central counties. Com 1%, 0% 1997, 25 avg. Oats 38% seeded, 52% 1997, 
50% avg. Alfalfa army cutworms in many portions of the State. Pasture feed 
3% poor, 23% fair, 65% good, 9% excellent. Calving 88% complete; calf 
losses mostly average; however, eastern counties indicated above-normal 
calf losses due to wet, cold conditions. Activities: Limited oats seeding, 
spring tillage, fertilizer application, equipment preparation, grain marketing, 
tax, AG census paperwork, livestock care. 





NEVADA: Wet weather gave way to the first signs of spring toward the 
weekend. Heavy snowpack in the Sierra remained. Rains through the early 
part of the week continued to hamper field activities. Wet weather 





encouraged excessive weed growth. Spring grain planting resumed at the 
end of week in central valleys, was beginning in the north. Pastures were 
being dragged, fertilizer applied. Calving, lambing were underway with some 
livestock being moved to spring pasture. Branding, shearing were also 
underway. Main farm, ranch activities: Field preparation, fertilizing, planting, 
working livestock, shearing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Most areas received approximately 1/2 inch of rain. 
Rhode Island received at least 1.5 inches. Above-average temperatures over 
the past week. Fields continue to dry out, with the arrival of warm 
temperatures. Farmers continue to prepare drier ground for planting. 
Greenhouse workers preparing vegetable plants for transplant. Pastures 
greening up. Major farm activities: Plowing, fertilizing fields; caring for 
livestock 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Farmers are active planting, 
plowing, discing, spreading fertilizer, implementing pest control measures, 
seeding and transplanting. Farmers are planting cabbage, snap beans, 
spinach, sweet corn, peas, endive, escarole, lettuce. Harvesting of 
asparagus, dandelion, kale, parsley, cilantro, spinach, mint, leeks occurring. 
Peaches are in the petal fall stage, with some entering the shuck split stage. 
Some pruning of apple, peach trees reported. Apples are entering the petal 
fall stage in the south. Blueberries, strawberries are in bloom. Pasture feeds 
good condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 3% very short 
27% short 69% adequate, 1% surplus. Unseasonably cool weather 
continued throughout State last week, with temperatures 8 degrees below 
normal statewide. Winter wheat 1% poor, 28 fair, 68% good, 3% excellent; 
0% headed. Cotton planting remained behind schedule, last week 10% was 
in the ground, 34% 1997, 24% avg.; 15% fair, 85% good. Farmers began to 
plant corn last week; 13% planted, 19% 1997; 32% fair, 68% good. Alfalfa 
suffered some minor frost damage last week; 4% poor, 25% fair, 58% good, 
13% excellent. Chile planting was almost completed; 94% planted, 92% 
1997; 3% fair, 25% fair, 72% good. Lettuce 10% fair, 60% good, 30% 
excellent. Onions 5% fair, 75% good, 20% excellent. Cattle, sheep were 
mostly in good condition. Pasture, range feed 1% very poor, 8% poor, 32% 
fair, 50% good, 9% excellent. 





NEWYORK: Mild weather permitted outside activities to rapidly progress 
until rain at week’s end halted work. Ideal spring conditions were conducive 
to early planting. Apple trees in southern areas bloomed. Spring pruning 
was still underway in orchards in northern regions. Grape vines were being 
tied in vineyards across the State. Oat seeding started. Pastures greened 
as warm weather and spring showers promoted growth. Spring plowing 
made good progress. Producers in the northeast were accessing ice 
damage to hay fields. Some fields may require replanting. Debris was still 
being removed from fields and fence repairs were underway. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Continued rainfall 
during the week slowed farmers, made some fields too wet to work. Soil 
moisture 1% short, 66% adequate, 33% surplus. Activities included: 
Planting corn, cotton, peanuts, soybeans; transplanting flue-cured tobacco, 
cabbage; preparing, tending tobacco beds; tending livestock; repairing 
equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA: _ Seasonable temperatures, dry conditions allowed 
producers to make excellent progress on small grain planting. Drier weather 
during the week aided conditions for newborn calves, isolated reports of 
scours still remained a concern. Starting date for fieldwork was April 18, 
compares with 1997 start of May 3, (1993-1997) average of April 26. 
Statewide, operators were busy applying anhydrous, spreading granular 
herbicides, performing tillage operations, picking rocks. Producers were also 
busy lining up spring supplies, cleaning grain, preparing equipment for this 
year’s planting season. Favorable weather conditions allowed producers to 
actively plant in most areas of the State. Sugar beets 3% planted, 2% 1997, 
3% avg. Most livestock were in good condition, with calving, lambing 
seasons near completion. Calving was 79% complete, while lambing 78% 
complete. Cattle condition: 15% fair, 77% good, 8% excellent; calves: 1% 
poor, 18% fair, 74% good, 7% excellent; sheep: 1% poor, 9% fair, 79% good, 
11% excellent; lambs: 2% poor, 11% fair, 78% good, 9% excellent. 
Supplemental feeds were fed to 93% of the sheep, cattle. Hay, roughage 
supplies were 1% very short, 5% short, 89% adequate, 5% surplus. Grain, 
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concentrates were 3% short, 94% adequate, 3% surplus. Pastures were still 
63% dormant, but 87% were open for grazing. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topscil 1% short, 30% adequate, 
69% surplus. Corn planted behind last year, 5-year avg. Soybeans planted 
ahead of 1997 and avg. Winter wheat 46% jointed, 12% 1997, 7% avg. 
Oats planted 3 points ahead of 1997, 32 points above avg.; 26% emerged, 


14% 1997, 8% avg. Potatoes 16% planted, 7% 1997, 5% avg. Tobacco ~ 


beds 89% seeded, 53% plants up. Apples 85% green tip; peaches 95% 
green tip, 80% full bloom. Winter wheat 2% poor, 13% fair, 51% good, 34% 
excellent. Hay 2% poor, 14% fair, 54% good, 30% excellent. Pasture feed 
2% poor, 15% fair, 51% good, 32% excellent. Apples 1% poor, 20% fair, 
60% good, 19% excellent. Peaches 3% poor, 19% fair, 63% good, 15% 
excellent. Activities: Applying fertilizer, annydrous ammonia, top dressing 
winter wheat, spreading lime, hauling manure; applying pre-emergence 
herbicides, burn down applications; pruning fruit trees; spraying fruit trees; 
plowing, discing, chiseling; plowing tobacco patches, seeding tobacco beds; 
seeding alfalfa, pastures; repairing, preparing machinery for planting; 
shearing sheep; repairing, building new fences; fixing buildings; repairing tile; 
moving cattle onto pastures; buying seed; selling last year’s grain. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 1% very short, 15% 
short, 82% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 93% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Warm, sunny weather encouraged wheat growth, row crop seedbed 
preparation. Wheat 90% jointing, 96% 1997, 84% avg. Oats 66% jointing, 
61% 1997, 42% avg.; 15% heading, 12% 1997, 5% avg. Corn 82% seedbed 
prepared, 96% 1997, 92% avg.; 17% planted, 19% 1997, 27% avg.; 5% up- 
to-stand, 8% 1997, 11% avg. Sorghum 26% seedbed prepared, 22% 1997, 
30% avg. Soybeans 46% seedbed prepared, 48% 1997, 44% avg.; 5% 
planted, 7% 1997, 10% avg. Peanuts 59% seedbed prepared, 44% 1997, 
52% avg. Cotton 74% seedbed prepared, 66% 1997, 64% avg. Alfalfa hay 
8% 1st cutting, 2% 1997, 5% avg. Other hay 1% ist cutting, 0% 1997, 5% 
avg. Livestock 2% poor, 15% fair, 79% good, 4% excellent. Feeder steer 
prices down 50 cents per cwt. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 2% short, 76% 
adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 82% adequate, 15% surplus. 
Winter wheat 9% fair, 59% good, 32% excellent. Range, pasture feed 11% 
fair, 74% good, 15% excellent. Barley planted 73%, 76% 1997, 57% avg. 
Spring wheat planted 72%. Activities: Western grain, grass seed, hay fields 
being fertilized, sprayed. Some spring crops seeded during sunny weather. 
Klamath Basin, Malheur Counties' growers planting sugar beets, seeding 
small grains. Cold weather ir: Mid-Columbia area slowed plant growth, may 
have damaged some plant leaf tissue. Ground preparation for field corn 
started Northeast, some early fields planted. Nurseries, greenhouses 
planting, rotating containers, performing other spring activities. Heavy 
shipments of large trees, shrubs, balled, burlapped, other container materials 
continued. South coast Easter lily growers completed long delayed fieldwork. 
Christmas tree planting continued. Western growers showed many cool 
weather vegetables planted. North Willamette Valley rhubarb harvest 
continued. Some beans, cucumbers planted under crop covers on sandy 
soils. Northwest asparagus harvest started. Potatoes, onions being planted 
in Malheur County, field preparation underway in Klamath Basin. Willamette 
Valley first blossom on strawberries, caneberries greening up, buds showing. 
Apples, sweet cherries, pears blooming. Grapes budding, nearing bloom 
stage. Warmer weather brought on pollination. Spraying continued on fruit, 
hazelnuts. Hazelnut growth underway. Rogue River Valley fruit trees were 
blooming, berries starting to green. Lower Hood River Valley Apples in pink 
stage, pears blooming. Upper Hood River Valley pears approaching pink 
stage. Apples in Milton-Freewater blossoming. Livestock condition fair to 
excellent. Feeding continued in Kiamath Basin, Rogue River Valley, other 
mountain areas. Most cattle on valley pastures southern Oregon, limited turn 
Out to irrigated pastures occurred in Klamath Basin. Cool, wet weather 
delayed cattle turn out to summer ranges in Malheur county, remainder of 
east. Spring calving, lambing ongoing in Rogue River Valley. Western 
valleys lighter animals grazing, generally pastures too wet. Grass growth 
about normal most areas waiting for warmer, sunnier conditions for faster 
growth. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Fair week for fieldwork. 
Soil moisture 2% very short, 4% short, 72% adequate, 22% surplus. Plowing 
50% complete, 50% 1997, 28% avg. Potatoes planted 4% complete, 8% 
1997, 6% avg. Oat 2% poor, 18% fair, 75% good, 5% excellent. Alfalfa and 
alfalfa mbdures stand 4% poor, 13% fair, 63% good, 20% excellent. Timothy 





clover stand 2% very poor, 6% poor, 14% fair, 65% good, 13% excellent. 
Peaches 82% pink, 46% 1997, 23% avg. 74% full bloom or past, 22% 1997, 
5% avg. Cherries 88% pink, 41% 1997, 19% avg. 75% full bloom or past, 
21% 1997, 6% avg. Apples 55% pink, 36% 1997, 13% avg. 27% full bloom 
or past, 9% 1997, 2% avg. Activities: Planting small grains; spreading lime; 
plowing fields; discing and chopping corn stalks; machinery maintenance; 
hauling manure; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Soil moisture 42% adequate, 58% surplus. Apple 
17% bloom, 33% 1997; 100% good. Barley 25% headed, 63% 1997, 13% 
avg.; 1% poor, 24% fair, 40% good, 35% excellent. Cantaloupe 69% planted, 
92% 1997, 68% avg.; 15% poor, 21% fair, 61% good, 3% excellent. Corn 
79% planted, 95% 1997, 84% avg.; 66% emerged; 2% very poor, 5% poor, 
17% fair, 71% good, 5% excellent. Cotton 4% planted, 6% 1997, 6% avg.; 
1% poor, 40% fair, 59% good. Cucumbers 60% planted, 91% 1997, 66% 
avg.; 100% fair. Hay 16% harvested, 35% 1997, 18% avg.; 25% fair, 75% 
good. Oats 31% headed, 83% 1997, 49% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 27% 
fair, 62% good, 8% excellent. Peaches 20% fair, 80% good. Rye 38% 
headed, 83% 1997, 25% avg.; 2% turned color, 12% 1997, 5% avg.; 1% very 
poor, 4% poor, 31% fair, 58% good, 6% excellent. Snapbeans 57% planted, 
74% 1997, 53% avg.; 20% fair, 80% good. Sorghum 12% planted, 14% 
1997, 5% avg.; 100% fair. Tobacco 39% transplanted, 75% 1997, 54% avg.; 
5% poor, 20% fair, 73% good, 2% excellent. Watermelons 77% planted, 
96% 1997, 75% avg.; 2% very poor, 1% poor, 47% fair, 43% good, 7% 
excellent. Winter wheat 37% headed, 78% 1997, 42% avg.; 1% very poor, 
11% poor, 37% fair, 47% good, 4% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitabie for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 7% short, 74% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 74% adequate, 23% surplus. 
Fieldwork started April 14, 1998. Major activities include: Seeding small 
grains, calving, lambing, general maintenance. Small grain seeding is well 
ahead of the five year average. However, 4 out of the last 5 years have been 
late. Winter wheat 1% poor, 9% fair, 58% good, 32% excellent. Statewide 
96% winter wheat acreage has broken dormancy, along with 98% winter rye. 
Winter wheat freeze damage 23% light, 4% moderate, winter rye freeze 
damage 34% light, 5% moderate to heavy. Livestock 7% fair, 67% good, 
26% excellent. Lambing 70% complete compared to 66% 1997, calving 66% 
complete compared to 60% 1997. Calf deaths 30% below normal, 68% 
normal, 2% above normal. Lamb deaths 33% below normal, 66% normal, 
1% above normal. Producers have moved 21% of the cattle to pasture. Feed 
supplies 1% very short, 3% short, 83% adequate, 13% surplus. Stock water 
supplies 1% short, 84% adequate, 15% surplus. Range, pasture feed 3% 
poor, 15% fair, 63% good, 19% excellent. 





TENNESSEE: By week's end, topsoil moisture levels 40% adequate, 60% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 59% adequate, 41% surplus. Rain, hazardous 
weather conditions struck the State during mid to late last week. Prior to 16th, 
producers pushed ahead continuing corn planting, fertilizer, pesticide 
applications on wheat, hay, pastures. Tobacco producers were able to stay 
on pace with seeding beds. Cotton planting started in a few areas, but less 
than 1% of 1998's intentions. Some counties experienced wind damage, 
missing livestock and flash flooding due to adverse weather conditions. 
Overall, producers were able to stay on pace and in some cases exceed the 
five-year average with their various field activities. 





TEXAS: Warm, windy conditions continued dry the state, but late week 
cool front brought cooler temperatures. Temperatures dropped into low 
thirties Plains with some snow reported, cooled considerably other areas. 
Rainfall limited, with greatest amounts reported East, Southeast areas over 
weekend. Land preparation, planting operations active for most week in 
Plains. Cultivation, chemical applications occurred most other areas. Windy 
conditions caused some problems. Livestock conditions remained good 
most areas. Ranges, pastures continued show good progress despite drying 
conditions. 

Crops: Corn planting activity active until late week Plains. Early planted 
fields Plains emerging to good stands. Fields most other areas continued 
show good progress, however good rain needed. Cutworms have caused 
problems some fields. Cultivation, chemicals applied during week some 
fields. Statewide corn condition rated 78% normal, 75% 1997; 46% 
emerged. Cotton land preparations mostly complete Plains. Soil 
temperatures remained too cool for planting, but should begin soon as 
warmer temperatures return. Producers North Central areas need planting 
moisture. Fields emerging slowly some fields Blacklands. Producers 
Cultivating fields in Coastal Bend, along Upper Coast. Grain Sorghum 
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planting continued North Central areas most week. Rain needed on these 
fields to insure good emergence. Most planting been completed Blacklands 
with fields emerging to good stands. Rain needed in this area also. 
Cultivating activity occurred Central, Coastal Bend, along Upper Coast. 
Aphids causing problems with some spraying underway. Statewide grain 
sorghum 77% normal, 74% 1997. Peanuts: Land preparations winding down 
most areas with planting expected begin soon. Rice good growth reported 
fields along Upper Coast. Planting, flushing activity continued. Rice 81% of 
normal; 42% emerged, 2% 1997, 22% avg. Soybeans additional rainfall 
needed along Upper Coast for planting to continue. Early planted fields 
showed good growth for week. Planting continued Blacklands with early 
fields emerging good stands. 40% planted, 15% 1997, 15% avg. Small 
grains irrigation activity continued Plains. Fields rapidly heading out North 
Central fields. Some fields cut for hay, silage. Fields need rain fill heads 
Central. Fields turning color South, Coastal Bend. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, irrigation activity remained 
steady due prolonged dry conditions. Harvest operations moved ahead 
without delay. San Antonio- Winter Garden, crops made good progress for 
week. East, planting activity continued during week without much delay. High 
Plains, onions, potatoes made good progress. Trans Pecos, cantaloups 
continued make good progress. High winds caused some problems. Pecan 
trees continued make good progress all areas. The first zinc sprays applied 
some areas during week. Nut set begun South Texas while trees Central, 
parts of Blacklands blooming. Peaches in Hill Country crop continued make 
good progress, some fruit thinning underway. Some foliar sprays completed 
during week. 

Range and Livestock: Ranges, pastures continued green up despite 
drying conditions many areas. Some producers begun cut hay. Livestock 
conditions remained good most areas. Producers able put out fertilizers 
some pastures. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 2. Topsoil 67% adequate, 33% surplus. 
Subsoil 1% short, 71% adequate, 28% surplus. Winter wheat 18% fair, 61% 
good, 21% excellent. Fall barley 34% fair, 57% good, 9% excellent. Pasture 
feed, range 9% poor, 19% fair, 64% good, 8% excellent. Spring wheat: 
planted 85%, 73% 1997, 70% avg.; emerged 38%, 37% 1997, 36% avg. 
Barley planted 75%, 78% 1997, 70% avg.; emerged 35%, 36% 1997, 36% 
avg. Oats planted 26%, 35% 1997, 36% avg.; emerged 15%, 10% 1997, 
17% avg. Apples full bloom or past 4%, 3% 1997. Peaches full bloom or 
past 50%, 51% 1997. Pears full bloom or past 18%, 15% 1997. Sweet 
cherries full bloom or past 30%, 20% 1997. Cows calved 80%, 79% 1997, 
81% avg. Ewes lambed on farm 79%, 80% 1997, 83% avg.; on range 49%, 
39% 1997, 52% avg. Sheep sheared on farm 79%, 75% 1997, 78% avg.; on 
range 60%, 56% 1997, 60% avg. Major farm, ranch activities were: Spring 
planting, shearing sheep, lambing, trying to stay dry. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0, limited due to wet conditions. 
Topsoil 50% adequate, 50% surplus. Subsoil 64% adequate, 36% surplus. 
Corn 20% planted, 18% 1997, 16% avg. Cotton 2% planted, 5% avg. 
Tobacco greenhouses 6% fair, 55% good, 39% excellent; plant beds 8% 
poor, 23% fair, 56% good, 13% excellent. Winter wheat 6% poor, 27% fair, 
53% good, 14% excellent. Barley 3% poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 16% 
excellent. Summer potatoes 98% planted, 98% 1997, 86% avg. Apples 6% 
fair, 70% good, 24% excellent. Peaches 25% fair, 73% good, 2% excellent. 
Pasture feed 2% poor, 13% fair, 68% good, 17% excellent. Alfalfa 1% poor, 
9% fair, 64% good, 26% excellent. Other hay 1% poor, 12% fair, 68% good, 
19% excellent. Rainfall again hampered planting, other field activities last 
week. Some producers continue to make great progress in getting their corn 
planted despite saturated field conditions for about half the State. Some 
producers were able to plant cotton in drier localities. Barley, rye silage 
harvest is in full swing. Producers are scouting, treating small grains for 
cereal leaf beatles as well as powdery mildew. Producers are expecting a 
good hay crop this year as the mild winter, sufficient rainfall has allowed rapid 
growth. Alfalfa is in mostly good to excellent condition, however, some 
producers are finding alfalfa weevils. Other producers are concerned with 
inadequate weed control due to impassible fields during application. 





Pastures were mostly in good to excellent condition as most livestock are on 
full grazing. Apples were iri heavy bloom, mostly good to excellent condition 
despite the mid-March frost. Other farming activities included land 
preparation for vegetables, tobacco, bedding sweet potatoes, planting 
tomatoes. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 8% short; 71% 
adequate, 21% surplus. Subsoil 15% short, 80% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Field activity increased as drier conditions prevailed across the State. Winter 
wheat dryland 10% fair, 75% good, 15% excellent; irrigated 15% good, 85% 
excellent. Spring wheat 75% planted, 55% 1997, 54% avg.; 45% emerged, 
25% 1997, 27% avg. Spring wheat dryland 20% fair, 80% good; irrigated 
10% good, 90% excellent. Barley 73% planted, 32% 1997, 43% avg.; 25% 
emerged, 17% 1997, 23% avg. Planting of spring cereal grains continued 
to progress about one week ahead of normal with emergence slowed by cool 
temperatures. Potatoes 36% planted, 45% 1997, 41% avg.; 13% emerged, 
7% 1997, 8% avg. Hay, other roughage supplies, 5% short, 75% adequate, 
20% surplus. Range, pasture feed 10% fair, 80% good, 10% excellent. 
Dairy farmers made the first cutting of green chop for the year. Stone fruits 
were in bloom with some early apples approaching the blossom stage. Cool 
temperatures caused frost, pollination problems in some fruit growing areas. 
Carrots, onions, sweet corn planting progressed, vegetable planting was 
delayed in some areas due to cool temperatures. Asparagus harvest 
continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 1% short, 70% 
adequate, 29% surplus. Spring field activities, crop planting were hindered 
by rainy weather conditions across the State. Wheat 4% fair, 56% good, 
40% excellent. Apples 90% fair, 5% good, 5% excellent. Peaches 100% 
fair. Hay 8% poor, 29% fair, 57% good, 6% excellent. Intended acreage 
prepared for spring planting 50%, 60% 1997, 45% avg. Corn planted 5%, 
5% 1997, 7% avg. Oats planted 23%, 52% 1997, 41% avg.; emerged 13%, 
16% 1997, 18% avg. Tobacco beds seeded 74%, 90% 1997, 83% avg.; 
emerged 32%, 47% 1997, 49% avg. Cattle 1% poor, 18% fair, 73% good, 
8% excellent; 86% calved. Sheep 31% fair, 65% good, 4% excellent; 86% 
lambed. Hay, roughage supplies 5% very short, 9% short, 83% adequate, 
3% surplus. Feed grain supplies 3% very short, 3% short, 94% adequate. 
Activities: Field preparation, planting corn; oats, seeding tobacco beds; 
calving, lambing, general maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Soil moisture 1% short, 61% 
adequate, 38% surplus. Spring tillage 12% complete, 9% 1997, 9% avg. Wet 
conditions continued to affect fieldwork throughout most of State last week, 
and reporters in the west central, central, east central districts were surprised 
by as much as 7 inches of wet snow. Observers continued to be optimistic 
about the condition of winter wheat, hay after the winter, although a reporter 
in Pepin County observed some severe winter wheat damage in his area. 
Winter wheat freeze damage 71% none, 24% light, 5% moderate. Wood 
County, cranberry vines were being cut for new plantings, more production 
is expected in 1998. Maple syrup production in Lincoln 50% of normal. 
Pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 17% fair, 58% good, 13% excellent 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.8. Topsoil 80% adequate, 20% 
surplus. Winter wheat 9% fair, 53% good, 38% excellent. Barley seeded 
59%, 72% 1997, 65% avg. Oats seeded 16%, 21% 1997, 26% avg. Spring 
wheat seeded 36%, 32% 1997, 27% avg. Sugar beets planted 13%, 43% 
1997, 42% avg. Range, pasture feed 1% poor, 25% fair, 60% good, 14% 
excellent. Livestock 10% fair, 74% good, 16% excellent. Spring calves born 
81%, 83% 1997, 87% avg. Farm flock ewes lambed 90%, 89% 1997, 88% 
avg. Farm flock sheep shorn 88%, 83% 1997, 87% avg. Range flock ewes 
lambed 28%, 18% 1997, 21% avg. Range flock sheep shorn 45%, 47% 
1997, 52% avg. Calf losses 28% light, 68% normal, 4% heavy. Lamb losses 
10% light, 87% normal, 3% heavy. Spring storms prevented farmers from 
getting much fieldwork done, caused some locally heavy calf, lamb losses for 
ranchers. Some early signs of grasshoppers, Mormon crickets have been 
reported. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





April 12 - 18, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Scattered showers in Ukraine and southern Russia 
caused only brief delays in spring grain planting, while wet, cold 
weather farther north in central Russia prevented fieldwork. 


EUROPE: Cold, wet weather in the western two-thirds of Europe 
slowed winter grain development and summer crop planting. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Insufficient moisture in winter grain 
areas of southern Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia caused further 


declines in crop conditions. 


AUSTRALIA: Beneficial rain covered primary winter grain areas. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Warmth and dryness favored maturing summer 
crops. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drought continued across the eastern 
Philippines, while showers replenished long-term moisture supplies in 
Java. 


EASTERN ASIA: Mostly dry weather favored planting in Manchuria 
and the North China Plain. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In northern Argentina and southern Paraguay, 
excessive showers caused flooding and some damage to mature cotton. 
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FSU-WESTERN 


Scattered showers (3-20 mm) fell in most of Ukraine and southern 
Russia (North Caucasus region and the lower Volga Valley) during the 
week, causing only brief delays in spring grain planting. 
Unseasonably warm weather favored winter grain development and 
crop emergence in these areas. Highest weekly temperatures ranged 
from 32 to 35 degrees C in North Caucasus and extreme eastern 
WESTERN FSU. Ukraine, promoting rapid development in winter grains and increasing 
Total Precipitation(mm) soil temperatures for upcoming summer crop planting. Elsewhere in 
Ukraine, maximum temperatures ranged from 15 to 20 degrees C. 
Farther north, cold, wet weather continued over central and northern 
Russia, keeping winter grains dormant and delaying spring grain 
planting, which typically begins in these areas in mid-April. 
Elsewhere, although near-normal temperatures favored further 
greening of winter grains in Belarus and the Baltics, light to moderate 
showers (10-30 mm) slowed early-season fieldwork. In March, 
unseasonably mild weather early in the month in Russia, Ukraine, the 
Baltics, and Belarus was followed by a pattern of unusually cold 
weather that began about March 10 and persisted until month’s end. 
The colder weather pattern was accompanied by snow, producing an unusually late snow cover as far south as the Black Sea Coast and keeping 
winter grains dormant in most areas. Above-normal precipitation occurred in most areas in March, with over twice the normal amount of moisture 
falling in the eastern half of Ukraine and a large portion of Russia. The cold, wet weather pattern halted early-spring grain planting in southern 
Ukraine and the North Caucasus region in Russia. In March 1997, a similar cold spell occurred in Ukraine and Russia, interrupting spring grain 
planting. 
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EUROPE 


Unseasonably cold, rainy weather prevailed in England, France, 
western Spain, northern Italy, and Germany, slowing crop 
development and disrupting fieldwork. Precipitation amounts ranged 
from 10 to 25 mm in England, western Spain, and Germany, with 20 
to more than 50 mm of rain falling in France and northern Italy. 
Extreme minimum temperatures at many locations in these areas fell 
at or slightly below freezing (0 to -3 degrees C), creating the potential 
for some damage of newly emerging summer crops and winter 
oilseeds. Elsewhere, widespread rain (10-30 mm) in Hungary, 
Slovakia, and parts of northern Yugoslavia continued to ease long- 
term dryness, improving moisture conditions for winter grain 
development and emergence prospects for spring-planted crops. In 
extreme southeastern Europe, unseasonably warm, dry weather 
favored cotton planting in Greece and early corn planting in Bulgaria. 
In March, unseasonably mild weather prevailed in western and 
northern Europe, promoting rapid development in winter grains. Crop 
progress for winter grains ranged from 1 to 3 weeks ahead of normal 
in these areas. Although below-normal precipitation favored spring 
grain and sugar beet planting in France and Spain, a lack of rain 
reduced topsoil moisture. Periodic showers produced near- to above- 
normal precipitation in England, the Netherlands, Belgium, and 

: la \ Germany, causing some interruptions in fieldwork but maintaining 
G o ‘ EUROPE - ww ¥ > hy, a favorable moisture conditions for winter grains. In eastern Europe, 
J “ MPR ID Ibe: -~' ny 3% below-normal precipitation in Hungary and Slovakia exacerbated 
long-term dryness in these areas. In Italy, below-normal precipitation 
in the Po Valley continued to limit moisture for winter grain 
development. Periodic freezes reportedly damaged Italy’s sugar beet 

crop, necessitating replanting in some areas. 
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my In Morocco, light rain (around 10 mm) in the north continued to 
er » stabilize conditions for winter grains in the filling stage. However, 
only light scattered precipitation fell in southern crop areas, where 
crop conditions continued to decline. In Algeria, drought conditions 
continued to worsen, reducing prospects for winter grains. In Tunisia, 
the third consecutive week of dryness prevailed over the region, 
causing further declines in crop conditions. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below normal over Morocco, Algeria, and 
Tunisia, lowering heat stress on crops. In March, winter grains in 
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia continued to receive below-normal 
precipitation, worsening conditions for winter grains that entered the 
reproductive phase of development. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Mostly dry weather (less than 10 mm) favored spring wheat planting 
in Manchuria and summer crop planting across the North China Plain. 
Drier weather alleviated wetness across the Yangtze Valley, aiding 
winter oilseeds and heading winter wheat. Widespread rain (25-75 
mm) boosted pre-planting rice moisture across the Korean Peninsula 
and Japan. In March, above-normal rainfall favored vegetative winter 
wheat across the North China Plain and Yangtze Valley. Freezing 
temperatures, however, during late March burned back winter wheat. 
Across southern China, above-normal monthly rainfall provided 
adequate to abundant moisture for early double-crop rice. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 


In Java and southern Sumatra, showers (10-60 mm, with isolated 
amounts greater 75 mm) continued to benefit main-season rice and 
replenish long-term moisture supplies. Little or no rain was reported 
across the Philippines, as drought continued to stress crops. Dry 
weather prevailed across eastern peninsular Malaysia, reducing 
moisture for oil palm. Moderate to heavy showers (20-75 mm, with 
isolated amounts greater than 100 mm) boosted moisture supplies 
across northern and eastern Thailand. During March, near to above- 
normal rainfall favored main-season rice across Java and southern 
Sumatra. Drought continued across the eastern Philippines and 
portions of eastern Malaysia. Below-normal March rainfall reduced 
moisture for oil palm across the Malay Peninsula. Above-normal 
March temperatures (1-3 degrees C above normal) increased rice 
irrigation demands in Thailand and southern Vietnam. 
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AUSTRALIA 


Moderate to heavy showers (10-50 mm or more) fell in the 
northeastern and southern winter grain areas, raising pre-planting 
moisture reserves. Rainfall was especially timely in Queensland, 
following months of dry, warm weather. Planting should begin soon 
in the more northerly crop areas. This week’s rainfall in Western 
Australia and Victoria, in conjunction with last week’s heavy rain in 
South Australia, has resulted in highly favorable moisture for the 
upcoming winter grain crop. Planting in the southern crop areas 
typically begins in June. Unseasonable warmth and dryness persisted 
over much of New South Wales, including the Darling Downs area. 
During March, warmer- and drier-than-normal weather dominated the 
eastern half of the nation, aiding sorghum and cotton drydown and 
harvesting. However, most sugarcane areas needed additional 
moisture for normal development. In addition, topsoils had become 
unfavorably dry for winter grain development, a situation that 
continues over much of New South Wales. Out west, mid-month 
storms brought locally heavy rain to Western Australia’s southern 
agricultural areas. 
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Dry, warm weather aided summer crop maturation across the corn belt 
while fostering favorable conditions for wheat planting. Locally 
heavy rain (25-50 mm, exceeding 100 mm at a few locations) 
hampered sugarcane harvesting in southern sections of Kwazulu- 
Natal. During March, rainfall was near to above normal in central and 
western sections of the corn belt, favoring late-planted corn and 
sunflowers. The trend of below-normal rainfall continued in eastern 
sections of the corn belt centered around Mpumalanga. March 
temperatures were near to below normal in the wetter areas of the corn 
belt, raising concern for those portions of the crop facing the threat of 
freeze damage. Elsewhere in southern Africa, dryness dominated this 
week’s weather. In March, rainfall was near to above normal over 
much of the region from Zambia southeastward to southern 
Mozambique. However, the current drying trend, which began in late 
March, has reduced moisture for late-planted summer crops in 
Zimbabwe. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


In northern Argentina and southern Paraguay, excessive showers (50- 
200 mm, with one isolated amount greater than 300 mm) caused 
flooding and some damage to mature cotton. Rainfall has been above 
normal since February across this region, exacerbating current 
flooding. Drier weather is needed to stabilize cotton quality and 
harvest losses. In central Argentina, moderate to heavy showers (20- 
90 mm) slowed summer crop harvesting. According to reports as of 
April 8, Argentine cotton, soybean, and corn crops were 10, 16, and 
38 percent harvested, respectively. Last year at this time, cotton, 
soybean, and corn crops were 21, 17, and 45 percent harvested, 
respectively. In southern Brazil, widespread moderate to heavy 
showers (25-100 mm) covered the major soybean-growing areas, 
slowing fieldwork. According to reports as of April 16, the Brazilian 
soybean crop was 67 percent harvested, compared with the 5-year 
SOUTH AMERICA average of 64 percent. During March, below-normal rainfall favored 


Total Precipitation(mm) com and sunflowerseed maturation and harvesting. In Rio Grande do 
APR 12 - 18, 1998 Sul, Brazil, excessive rainfall slowed soybean harvesting and reduced 


quan mencnovcommion | soybean quality. 
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SOUTH ASIA 


March rainfall was above normal over much of the region, excluding southern and western sections of India and most of Pakistan from Lahore 
southward, The rainfall in the north (25-50 mm or more) increased moisture available to immature winter grains and oilseeds and boosted 
irrigation reserves in the upper Indus and Ganges basins. In the east, heavier rainfall (50-100 mm or more) centered around Bangladesh, 
accompanied by local severe weather, likely resulted in some flooding and hampered seasonal rice fieldwork. 
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CROP MOISTURE: SLIGHTLY 

™ DRY 

DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) ABNORMALLY —\ 

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- DRY \ ; 

TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY =a - SLIGHTLY 

WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT He DRY 

THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON Q 
\ 


USERS...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM EXCESSIVELY |! 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM DRY \ 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS \ 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA- 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 


bhciaptiaw tiie scusaintek NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 
CROP MOISTURE INDEX 


(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
April 25, 1998 








(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 























SHADED AREAS 


UNSHADED AREAS 
INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


L124, INDEX DECREASED 
ABOVE 3 EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS FLOODED ABOVE 3 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
TOO WET; SOME STANDING WATER 2 TO 3 MORE ORY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED 
SOME FIELOS TOO WET; PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 1102 FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP NEEDS 0101 FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELOWORK 
PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 070 -1 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT; GERMINATION SLOW 
SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY DRY 1 TO -2 ABNORMALLY DRY; PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
ORYNESS EASED BUT FIELOS STILL EXCESSIVELY ORY 2 10 -3 EXCESSIVELY DRY; YIELO PROSPECTS REDUCED 
SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES; MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 310 -4 POTENTIAL YIELOS SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS 
NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY BELOW -4 EXTREMELY DRY; MOST CROPS RUINED . 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 
WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY: CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE, 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 




















USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DIS- 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG- 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS 


LIMITATIONS. ..iS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 


STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
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UPDATED BIWEEKLY 


| 16 Stola3| f “Tee J ‘ 
yes eer \8)8 ltr 4 ot ae 
~ 148 (at i At C8 ae ABET 
-}— 1-5 9 | 12, 5 oo, slat fi 8 \ o'2% 
7 | 379* stan, Tey Aelft) gq TSG 19 Say 
LS Sat ee ite Cyan |t 3 ; ) — fa 
AT isis) eM Bae 
117 546 [9 [311235484 bg.45)28 Pe Isa pe 
20 | 22: \ 45 ) 18 | 26 2818 “yy 45 95-s70l 16 lags 6.2 
1S} aw 28,18 54414245554 9i18) 16°2447~-5, 26, 
37 \ 28 \19(21 B (25/22 9327, (p| 2 14234p° 2 ra 


od ba 8 {Gn iay R25REY 


| _¢38| 23 


+ 31 ~eo* FOF IA -1 16/29/3925) S 


,—_l——; 4 } _ : 
M3 — 16a) 1§/-7°7 13 | 27 \ 
7 83t 20 518449 he 1 MAC ee eg $07 
bay | ache a ths6.54 
9 s14 age a4 BP 64 
01 7 BET hang 54\26) 41 BT 
MN Ty ce eae 
15 > Re aobo2d 37 alse\s3i 
Wigs 4 V7 £55 Bin = 28 7 92° \ 
RA Sade A ot 32 


s/e 


14712] 28 424838 


rT a 


FID ) 29 \ 

‘ < . {5 

. Lyx y 39 

-10 fy 
\ leg 
ri 
-0.4 NEAR NORMAL Ly\ 
-0.9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 0.5 to 0.9 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
-1.9 MILO DROUGHT 1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 
2.9 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 
0 


-4 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 














Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin April 28, 1998 








(LONG TERM, PALMER) 


ADDITIONAL PRECIPITATION NEEDED TO BRING INDEX NEAR ZERO | 
April 25, 1998 


(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 


UPDATED BIWEEKLY 
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Average Pan Evaporation (Inches/Day) 
< ae April 18 - 25, 1988 


Lo 
i 022, | AA 


* 
0.9 949 0.18 — 
O13 0.18 " i. 
j 0.170 1 0.310.14, 
Uke 021 on|\ @2! 
0:190:22./ 


= a 0.16 
0.18 
0.25 13.24 


0.22 0.25 


0.23 oft J 
0.27°0,20 ia 


o-15 _yoap 52% nf. 


0.160, a, ow 
aal® oh, By 0.06? ste 


L 03 Sb ree eters [" 
WO 


,) 
Os 0.19 - gt 
be Salas 0.33 


Souk EN 
084 at" 
o.3r_ \ 
0.28-“ 


ie 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
Based on preliminary data 
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(Continued from front cover) 

During the first half of the week, cool air lingered 
across the Plains and Midwest. On Sunday, lows 
dipped to the freezing mark (32°F) as far south as 
Lubbock, TX. Two days later, San Angelo, TX 
(38°F) posted a daily-record low. From April 22- 
25, more than a dozen daily-record lows were set 
across the Gulf Coast region, including 42°F in 
College Station, TX on Wednesday, and 45°F in 
Baton Rouge, LA on Friday. 





Warmth arrived along the West Coast on 
Tuesday, where Oakland, CA notched a daily- 
record high of 82°F. Two days later, daily records 
were established in Blanding, UT (80°F) and 
Glasgow, MT (82°F). Farther south, highs on 
Wednesday soared to 100°F in Thermal, CA and 
101°F in Yuma, AZ. At week's end, highs rose to 
87°F in Topeka, KS and 93°F in Lubbock. 





Weekly rainfall ranged from 1 to 3 inches along 
the Appalachian Cordillera, continuing a wet 
spell that pushed monthly rainfall (through April 
26) to 10.46 inches in Knoxville, TN and 9.59 
inches in Athens, GA. Late in the week, wet 
weather returned to parts of the West and 
Midwest. During a 24-hour period on April 25- 
26, 4 inches of new snow fell on Arizona's Mt. 
Lemmon. In Iowa, 2.40 inches of rain drenched 
Sioux City during the same period. In contrast, 
monthly rainfall through the 26th was as low as 
0.02 inches in Daytona Beach, FL, 0.05 inches 
in San Antonio, TX, and 0.07 inches in New 
Orleans, LA. San Antonio's driest April on Location 


A compact storm system centered over lowa slows fieldwork and 


planting in parts of the Corn Belt. Meanwhile, rain showers help to 
reduce short-term moisture deficits on the southern Plains. 





Rainfall (Inches), April 1-26, 1998 
A Wet and Dry April 
Total Percent of Normal 





record (0.11 inches) occurred in 1984. 


The Mississippi River crest passed 
Caruthersville, MO on Saturday, about 6.1 feet 
above flood stage (afs). Two days later, on April 
27, the river was cresting in Memphis, TN, 
approximately 0.7 feet below flood stage. The 
lower Ohio River remained in flood at week's 
end, with the crest approaching Shawneetown, IL 
(8.7 feet afs on April 26). 


Alaska remained in a very mild pattern, as weekly 

ranged from 2 to 13°F above normal. 
On April 24-25, Cold Bay logged consecutive 
daily-record highs (48 and 49°F). Anchorage 
also tallied a record (58°F) on Saturday. 
Meanwhile, Hawaii's 6-month drought continued. 
With 0.03 inches during the week, Honolulu's 
year-to-date rainfall reached 1.55 inches (17 
percent of normal). 
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Cincinnati, OH 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
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Average Soil Temperature (°F 4-Inch Bare) 
April 19 - 25, 1998 
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OAA/JUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
Based on preliminary data 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
APR 19 - 25, 1998 
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CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 
Based on prefiminary data 








CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 25, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 25, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 25, 1998 
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National Agricultural Summary 





April 20 - 26, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Temperatures averaged above normal across most 
of the northern half of the Nation, allowing fieldwork 
and planting to accelerate. The warm weather also 
promoted crop emergence and growth. Planting and 
fieldwork also increased in California and the South- 


west, where much warmer temperatures replaced 
the cooler weather that had prevailed for 3 weeks. 
Below-normal temperatures hampered crop 
development, and rain delayed fieldwork across 
much of the Southeast. 





Winter wheat: Winter wheat headed increased to 14 percent, 
slightly ahead of the 5-year average. Warm weather continued to 
promote rapid development in Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. 
Development was especially advanced in Arkansas, with almost 
three quarters of the crop headed. In Kansas, most of the crop was 
in the jointing stage, but none had reached the heading stage. 
Warm weather also provided excellent growing conditions in the 
northern Plains. The soft red winter wheat crop in the eastern 
Corn Belt continued to develop ahead of normal as well, with a 
small percentage of the crop headed. Fields in southern Texas 
were rapidly maturing. Nationally, conditions remained nearly 
unchanged, but in northern Texas, rain was needed to prevent 
further crop deterioration. 


Com: Fifteen percent of the intended corn crop has been planted, 
2 percentage points behind this time last year, but equal to the 5- 
year average. Excellent planting weather in States along the 
fringes of the Corn Belt offset slow progress elsewhere. Above- 
normal temperatures and dry conditions allowed farmers in 
Minnesota and Kansas to plant at a near record pace. Good 
weather also permitted excellent progress in South Dakota, 
Nebraska, and Missouri. Planting got underway near midweek 
across the heart of the Corn Belt, but progress was slow and 
remained behind normal due to rainy weather and continued 
muddy field conditions. Planting remained ahead of the 5-year 
average in Texas, where planting continued in the High Plains. 
Recently planted fields were emerging, with good stands, and 
remained in good condition despite continued windy, dry weather. 


Cotton: Planting progress increased to 15 percent, 5 percentage 
points behind this time last year and 7 percentage points behind 


the 5-year average. Progress was slowed by below-normal 
temperatures and rain across parts of the Southeast. In the 


southern Plains, warm soil temperatures provided ideal conditions 
for planting. Early-planted fields were emerging, with good stands 
despite dry soils. Cotton planting in the Southwest remained well 
behind normal despite much warmer temperatures that allowed 
farmers to substantially accelerate planting. Cotton fields in the 
desert areas were squaring and setting bolls. 


Rice: Rice farmers advanced their planting to 54 percent of the 
intended acreage, 13 percentage points ahead of the 5-year 
average. Mississippi growers made excellent progress, nearly 
doubling planted acres in spite of rain that delayed fieldwork in 
some areas. California growers had not started planting. 


Smail grains: Aided by excellent weather, farmers made rapid 
progress planting small grains. Spring wheat seeded advanced to 
36 percent, more than double the normal rate of 15 percent. 
Barley planted substantially increased to 33 percent, also well 
ahead of the normal pace. Oats seeded advanced to 48 percent of 
intended acres, compared with 27 percent normally planted by this 
date. Planting progress advanced most in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, but other States made good progress as well. Warm 
weather promoted rapid germination of many previously planted 
small grains. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting advanced slightly to 18 percent, 
2 percentage points behind the 5-year average. Progress was 
limited to the southern Plains and the Mississippi Delta States. 
Peanut planting was slowed by rain and advanced only 2 percent 
from the previous week. Rain delayed progress most in Georgia 
and South Carolina, where one-fifth of the crop would normally be 
planted by this date. Sugar beet planting was ahead of normal 
across most of the northern Plains and Rocky Mountain States, and 
many early-planted fields were emerging. 








April 28, 1998 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








Crop Progress and Condition 





Winter Wheat Percent Headed 
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These 19 States produced 91% of 
last winter wheat 


Corn Percent Planted 
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These 17 States produced 90% of 
last corn 


Week Ending April 26, 1998 





Cotton Percent Planted 


Oats Percent Planted 
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These 9 States produced 57% of 
last year's oat acreage. 
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These 14 States produced 98% of | 
last year's cotton acreage. 


Rice Percent Planted 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda. gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil 4% short, 60% 
adequate, 36% surplus. Low temperatures along with scattered showers 
continued to hamper planting conditions for farmers in some areas. Land 
preparation for planting corn, cotton, soybeans, peanuts neared 
completion. Some peach growers started hand thinning fruit, breaking 
clusters. Acreage prepared 75%, 81% 1997, 77% avg. Corn planted 
79%, 86% 1997, 77% avg. Wheat headed 65%, 81% 1997, 57% avg.; 
1% very poor, 2% poor, 29% fair, 52% good, 16% excellent. Livestock 
2% poor, 29% fair, 60% good, 9% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Catton condition was reported as 11% poor, 35% fair, 51% 
good, 3% excellent. Lack of continuous warm weather has delayed 
planting. Alfalfa harvest increased last week. Harvest activity was 
reported as 18% not being harvested, 13% light, 17% moderate, 52% 
active. Alfalfa condition was mixed with some areas improving, some 
declining. Condition was reported as 3% poor, 15% fair, 54% good, 28% 
excellent. Small grains continued to progress from emerged toward 
headed. As of April 26, 99% was reported as headed. This compares 
with 98% 1997, 97% avg. Small grains 4% poor, 12% fair, 40% good, 
44% excellent. Range, pasture feed 8% poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 14% 
excellent. Vegetable shipments out of central, western areas slowed last 
as the season nears it conclusion. Major vegetables shipped last week 
by central area growers included artichokes, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, 
cilantro, iceberg, romaine lettuce, mixed greens, parsley, spinach, 
turnips. Main vegetables harvested in western areas included broccoli, 
cabbage, cauliflower, celery, dry onions, salad savoy, speciality leaf, 
spinach. Lettuce shipments included iceberg, leaf, romaine lettuce. 
Central, western citrus shipments continued to decrease last week. 
Central area groves shipped valencias, grapefruit, while valencias, 
lemons were harvested in the west. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 28% short, 
65% adequate, 7% surplus. Mostly sunny skies, cool weather through 
the week. Temperatures and precipitation were below normal. Main 
farming activities: Corn, sorghum, rice plantings were in full swing. Rice 
fields were being flushed to obtain stands. Herbicides were applied to 
rice, corn fields in some counties. Fertilizer was applied to corn fields 
in several counties. Cotton, soybean planting preparation continued. 
Wheat fields were scouted, treated with fungicides in several counties. 
Pastures in several counties were sprayed, fertilized. Some counties 
reported that tomatoes were being staked, tied, pruned. Peaches were 
being sprayed for disease and/or pest. Livestock were in good condition 
Statewide. Poultry houses were being cleaned, herd health maintenance 
continued. 





CALIFORNIA Field activities gained momentum in most areas under 
drier conditions, continued warmer weather. Light rains caused some 
minor delays in northern counties toward week’s end. Wheat heads 
were rapidly developing in most fields, although progress remained three 
to four weeks behind normal. Severe lodging in some wheat, barley 
fields will cause reduced yields. Seedbed preparations for planting corn, 
cotton, safflower were in full swing. Corn, safflower were being planted 
in central, southern counties. Cotton planting activity increased as soils 
dried in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Some cotton fields were 
replanted due to the poor germination caused by low soil temperatures, 
excessive moisture. Desert area cotton fields were squaring, setting 
bolls. Rice fields were being prepared for planting in the Sacramento 
Valley. Rice planting was expected to begin within the next 2 weeks. 
Sugar beets were thinned, hand weeded in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Early-seeded sugar beets, corn were growing well. Harvest of Imperial 
Valley sugar beets continued. Seed alfalfa was mowed to promote 





better seed production. Alfalfa, small grains, Sudan grass, winter 
forages were cut for hay or green chopped. Fruit, nut crops were 
maturing with the warming weather. Growers were thinning stone fruit. 
Some Tulare County stone fruit growers reported heavy losses due to 
recent hail storms. Grape growers were applying sulfur for mildew 
control. Other vineyard activities were irrigating, thinning of shoots. 
Walnuts were in the tassel stage of flowering. Strawberry harvest was 
active. Valencia orange harvest was speeding up, as the navel orange 
harvest was winding down. Picking was also active in lemons, 
grapefruit, tangerines. Vegetable fieldwork increased as fields dried. 
Broccoli, cauliflower were harvested in the coastal valley, San Joaquin 
Valleys. Head, leaf lettuce harvest was in full swing in central counties. 
Late-spring lettuce was weeded, thinned, sprayed to control mildew, 
loopers, aphids. Asparagus harvesting continued. Tomatoes were 
growing nicely in the southern counties were transplanted in the 
Sacramento Valley. Garlic, onions were irrigated, fertilized in Fresno 
County. Spring melon harvest progressed in the Imperial, Coachella 
Valleys. Sweet corn was harvested in the desert areas. Sweet corn 
was planted in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Previously 
planted fields were cultivated to control weeds, irrigated. Ground 
preparation was underway for Siskiyou County potatoes. Onions were 
planted in the Tulelake-Butte Valley area, harvested in the Imperial- 
Coachella Valley. Spinach was harvested in Stanislaus County. Other 
crops harvested included potatoes, cilantro, parsley, mushrooms, 
carrots, radishes. Pastures, rangeland were in excellent condition. 
Warm, sunny weather improved grass growth, encouraged maturing of 
early annual forage species. Southern part of the State, at lower 
elevations, some grasses were starting to dry despite above-normal soil 
moisture. Range animals continued to make good weight gains on 
abundant high-quality forage. Beekeepers were moving hives into citrus 
groves. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 4% very short, 
21% short, 71% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 6% very short, 16% 
short, 77% adequate, 1% surplus. Generally good weather prevailed 
last week. Scattered showers continued to have their slowing effects on 
fieldwork. Higher temperatures helped dry out fields to enable farmers 
to get back into the fields. Spring barley 70% seeded, 82% 1997, 58% 
avg.; 30% emerged, 46% 1997, 26% avg. Oats 50% seeded, 69% 
1997, 50% avg.; 28% emerged, 46% 1997, 26% avg. Dry onions 90% 
planted, 97% 1997, 76% avg.; 1% poor, 9% fair, 72% good, 18% 
excellent. Sugar beets 75% planted, 83% 1997, 81% avg. Summer 
potatoes 65% planted, 84% 1997, 61% avg. Spring wheat 42% planted, 
69% 1997, 36% avg.; 25% emerged, 28% 1997, 14% avg. Cows 86% 
Calved, 89% 1997, 87% avg. Ewes 88% lambed, 87% 1997, 86% avg. 
Livestock in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Subsoil 80% adequate, 
20% surplus. Topsoil 61% adequate, 39% surplus. Winter wheat 1% 
very poor, 1% poor, 16% fair, 71% good, 11% excellent; 15% headed, 
4% 1997, 1% avg. Barley 1% very poor, 2% poor, 22% fair, 64% good, 
11% excellent; 75% headed, 40% 1997, 33% avg. Potatoes 86% 
planted, 74% 1997, 66% avg. Green peas 80% planted, 84% 1997, 
70% avg. Sweet corn 17% planted, 14% 1997, 17% avg. Cucumbers 
12% planted, 3% 1997, 1% avg. Cantaloupes 19% planted, 9% 1997, 
2% avg. Snap beans 13% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Tomatoes 10% 
planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Watermelons 18% planted, 8% 1997, 2% 
avg. Apples 90% bloomed, 70% 1997, 34% avg. Strawberries 65% 
bloomed, 39% 1997, 32% avg. Hay supplies 38% short, 60% adequate, 
2% surplus. Pasture feed 6% fair, 83% good, 11% excellent. Activities: 
Lots of field preparation work, corn planting continued, cool weather has 
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slowed growth of recent plantings. Small grain maturity continues well 
ahead of 5-year average. 





FLORIDA: Mostly dry conditions prevailed. Daytona Beach, Miami 
reported no measurable rain. Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa, Valparaiso 
recorded about 0.10 in. or less. West Palm Beach reported 0.35 in., 
with unofficial reports of about 1.00 to 2.00 in. midweek, east coast. 
Cold front passing over Peninsula midweek dropped temperatures below 
normal levels, with major stations averaging mostly 1 to 3 degrees below 
normal. Daytime high temperatures averaged 70's, 80's. Nighttime 
lows averaged 50's northern areas; 50's, 60's central localities, 60's 
most southern areas. Topsoil moisture in Panhandle adequate. 
Peninsula topsoil moisture mostly short to adequate, with scattered 
areas very short moisture. Sugarcane growth normal. Corn planting 
virtually complete. Starting to plant cotton. Wheat looks good. Field 
preparation for spring planted crops active. Peanuts planted 9 percent. 
Palmetto-Ruskin growers started picking squash, cherry tomatoes, plum 
tomatoes. Watermelon harvesting underway around Immokalee. Dade 
County tomato picking nearing end. Major crops shipped during week 
include snap beans, blueberries, cabbage, carrots, celery, sweet corn, 
cucumbers, eggplant, endive, escarole, lettuce, okra, parsley, peppers, 
potatoes, radishes, squash, strawberries, tomatoes. Warm, wet 
beginning of week, then cool, dry, windy weather citrus areas. Some 
irrigating end of week. Abundant new growth, some post bloom fruit 
drop on Navels, Valencias, a few others. Valencia harvest active for 
processing, a little fresh use also. Grapefruit still active for both fresh, 
processing. Temple harvest over. Honey tangerine movement slowing. 
Caretakers cutting cover crops, spraying, fertilizing. Pasture feed very 
poor 5%, poor 10%, fair 35%, good 50%. Cattle very poor 5%, poor 
5%, fair 40%, good 50%. Pasture condition poor to good, most 
pastures needed rain. Ranchers in west-central area cutting pastures, 
fertilizing, planting seed. Grass growth, central Peninsula, slowed due 
to cool, dry weather. Pastures southwest greening up. Cattle mostly 
fair to good condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 3% short, 
54% adequate, 43% surplus. Corn 4% poor, 26% fair, 60% good, 10% 
excellent; 70% emerged. Cotton 1% very poor, 7% poor, 56% fair, 34% 
good, 2% excellent. Hay 2% poor, 29% fair, 62% good, 7% excellent. 
Peanuts 1% very poor, 5% poor, 52% fair, 39% good, 3% excellent. 
Sorghum 5% planted, 8% 1997, 16% avg. Soybeans 0% planted, 0% 
1997, 1% avg. Tobacco 3% poor, 34% fair, 53% good, 10% excellent; 
72% transplanted, 98% 1997, 96% avg. Wheat 88% jointing, 100% 
1997, 99% avg.; 82% boot, 98% 1997, 95% avg. Onions 1% poor, 28% 
fair, 70% good, 1% excellent; 10% harvested, 49% 1997, 16% avg. 
Watermelons 1% very poor, 6% poor, 36% fair, 46% good, 11% 
excellent; 84% planted, 92% 1997, 91% avg. Apples 23% fair, 33% 
good, 44% excellent; 63% blooming, 99% 1997, 94% avg. Peaches 
20% very poor, 17% poor, 20% fair, 23% good, 20% excellent; 0% 
harvested, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Pasture feed 3% poor, 22% fair, 62% 
good, 13% excellent. Several days of rain in northern two-thirds of State 
limited fieldwork. Very little rain extreme south. Some damaging hail in 
east-central counties. Wet soils hindered land preparation and corn 
planting north. Statewide progress more than week behind normal. Cool 
soil temperatures delaying cotton, peanut planting. Both several days 
slower than normal. Weekend dry, warmer, fieldwork more active. 
Tobacco transplanting good progress, still lags nearly two weeks behind 
normal. Wheat development about week behind normal. Condition 
improved slightly, aphids detected some fields. Onion harvest nearly 
week behind normal, 2 weeks behind last year. Activities: Planting 
corn, cotton, peanuts, sorghum. Irrigating vegetables, tobacco. 
Preparing land, applying fertilizer, herbicides. Cultivating, nitrogen 
applications to tobacco, corn. 





HAWAII: Weather conditions variable, beneficial for agriculture. Mix of 
showers, sunny skies most areas. Bush, vine crops recovering from 
previous wind damage. Most crops made fair to good progress. Banana 
harvesting active, increasing some areas. Papaya trees in improved 
condition. Watermelon harvesting increasing. Head cabbage in good to 





fair condition. Steady harvesting. Sweet corn harvest to increase. 
Cucumber, tomato harvesting steady. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 20% surplus, 79% 
adequate, 1% short. Calving is 96% complete, lambing 97%. 
Temperatures above normal, speeding planting, emergence. Hay, 
roughage supply 15% surplus, 70% adequate, 14% short, 1% very 
short. Irrigation supply 56% excellent, 44% good. Dry peas planted 
40%, 1997 22%, 22 avg.; emerged 15%, 1997 10%, 9% avg. Lentils 
planted 21%, 1997 11%, 14% avg. Oats planted 40%, 1997 40%, 35% 
avg.; emerged 19%, 1997 14%, 12% avg. Onions planted 96%, 1997 
100%, 83% avg.; emerged 39%, 1997 54%, 44% avg. Potatoes planted 
17%, 1997 17%, 18% avg. Barley emerged 19%, 1997 21%, 21% avg.; 
jointed 1%. Spring wheat emerged 30%, 1997 33%, 31% avg.; jointed 
2%. Winter wheat jointed 32%; booted 2%. Sugar beets planted 81%, 
1997 93%, 82% avg.; emerged 21%, 1997 25%, 24% avg. Activities: 
Planting potatoes, small grains, dry peas, lentils, onions, sugar beets, 
cutting and shipping seed potatoes, branding calves, fencing, field 
preparation, fertilizing, weed control, irrigation, preparing machinery. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.2. Topsoil 1% short, 53% 
adequate, 46% surplus. Corn planting was accomplished in some areas 
of the central, west southwest districts late last week as soils dried 
enough to allow farmers into their fields. Only very spotty planting in the 
driest fields occurred elsewhere in the State due to the intermittent rain 
on already soggy soils. Airplanes, ATV’s were being used last week to 
apply nitrogen to the wheat crop, where excessive soil moisture 
prevented any other type of application. Wheat growth is reportedly 1 
to 2 weeks ahead of normal. Activities last week included planting of 
corn, oats with a field or two of soybeans being planted, applying 
fertilizer, chemicals, just waiting for the fields to dry. Oats 69% planted, 
93% 1997, 70% avg. Alfalfa hay 1% very poor, 1% poor, 10% fair, 68% 
good, 20% excellent. Pasture feed 1% poor, 14% fair, 66% good, 19% 
excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8. Topsoil 1% short, 52% 
adequate, 47% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 58% adequate, 41% surplus. 
Farmers took advantage of dry weather late in the week before showers 
on 25th delayed activities once again. Farmers were able to return to 
the field on 26th in many areas as rainfall amounts were light. Winter 
wheat 86% jointed, 48% 1997, 39% avg. Range, pasture feed 2% poor, 
18% fair, 54% good, 26% excellent. Activities: Planting corn, soybeans, 
spreading fertilizer, applying burn-down herbicide, field preparation, 
caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.6. Wet conditions continued to 
hold up fieldwork in many sections of the State. Producers would like to 
see 5 to 7 days of dry weather so planting can begin in earnest. Topsoil 
moisture adequate 51%, surplus 49%. Subsoil moisture short 1%, 
adequate 53%, surplus 46%. 1998 row crops primary seedbed 
preparation completed (includes fall tillage) 69%, 62% 1997, 60% avg; 
fertilizer application completed (includes fall application) 63%, 69% 
1997, 64% avg. Corn planted 3%, 3% 1996, 11% avg. Oats planted 
48%, 77% 1997, 65% avg.; emerged 6%, 14% 1996, 23% avg. Winter 
wheat 2% poor, 33% fair, 54% good, 11% excellent. Pasture feed 5% 
poor, 25% fair, 56% good, 14% excellent. Except for the west-central, 
southwestern sections of the State, damp, humid conditions still causing 
problems for livestock. Some calves dying from scours. 





KANSAS: Days Suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 12% short, 85% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 92% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Wheat jointing 88%, 71% 1997, 68% avg. Wheat wind damage 1% 
moderate, 8% light, 91% none. Wheat freeze damage 2% moderate, 
10% light, 88% none. Oats seeded 99%, 100% 1997, 93% avg. 
Damage from last week's below-freezing temperatures was limited. 
Warm, dry conditions allowed corn planting to make good progress. 
Insect, disease infestations were reported as minimal. Major field 
activities were seedbed preparation, applying fertilizer, planting corn. 
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Pasture feed 3% poor, 16% fair, 66% good, 15% excellent. Major 
livestock activities included: Calving, lambing, moving cattle to summer 
pasture. Burning of pastures continue. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Topsoil 42% adequate, 
58% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 55% adequate, 44% surplus. Cooler 
temperatures dominated the first half of the week with a slight warm up 
for the weekend. Above-average rainfall from the previous week along 
with average rainfall this week resulted in few days suitable for fieldwork 
across the State. Corn acres planted this spring have emerged 18%. 
Tobacco plant size in beds was 71% less than 2 inches, 22% 2 to 4in., 
7% larger than 4 in. About 69% of the tobacco plants will come from 
floatbeds, greenhouses, while 31% will come from conventional beds. 
Winter wheat 3% very poor, 9% poor, 41% fair, 41% good, 6% 
excellent. About 30% of the wheat crop has headed or is heading. 
Pasture feed 3% poor, 22% fair, 53% good, 10% excellent. Alfalfa 
harvest is expected to start about May 12. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 26% short, 71% adequate, 2% surplus. Corn 2% poor, 21% fair, 
72% good, 5% excellent; 99% emerged, 98% 1997, 89% avg. Cotton 
1% emerged, 1% 1997, 7% avg. Cotton planting gained momentum. 
Hay 11% 1st cutting, 9% 1997, 7% avg. Rice 1% poor, 44% fair, 50% 
good, 5% excellent; 67% emerged, 53% 1997, 49% avg. Rice 
producers continued planting, herbicide, applications, fertilization. 
Sorghum 15% emerged, 37% 1997, 19% avg. Grain sorghum planting 
continued. Soybeans 10% planted, 8% 1997, 4% avg.; 3% emerged, 
0% 1997, 0% avg. Spring plowing 95% plowing, 74% 1997, 81% avg. 
Sugarcane 2% poor, 15% fair, 60% good, 23% excellent. Sweet 
potatoes 2% planted, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Wheat 4% very poor, 6% 
poor, 42% fair, 45% good, 3% excellent; 99% headed, 96% 1997, 87% 
avg.; 37% turning color, 15% 1997, 12% avg. Livestock 5% poor, 29% 
fair, 58% good, 8% excellent. Vegetables 4% poor, 28% fair, 60% good, 
8% excellent. Pasture feed 4% poor, 32% fair, 58% good, 6% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Subsoil 1% short, 85% 
adequate, 14% surplus. Topsoil 83% adequate, 17% surplus. Winter 
wheat 2% very poor, 6% poor, 23% fair, 41% good, 28% excellent; 16% 
headed, 5% 1997, 2% avg. Barley 2% very poor, 5% poor, 17% fair, 
47% good, 29% excellent; 80% headed, 26% 1997, 24% avg. Rye 1% 
poor, 10% fair, 70% good, 19% excellent; 48% headed, 32% 1997, 18% 
avg. Field corn 21% planted, 13% 1997, 14% avg. Sweet corn 25% 
planted, 25% 1997, 21% avg. Green peas 83% planted, 78% 1997, 
67% avg. Tomatoes 40% planted, 19% 1997, 23% avg. Cantaloupes 
9% planted, 8% 1997, 14% avg. Watermelons 8% planted, 4% 1997, 
7% avg. Snap beans 6% planted, 7% 1997, 12% avg. Apples 80% 
bloomed, 61% 1997, 32% avg. Strawberries 58% bloomed, 40% 1997, 
36% avg. Pasture feed 3% poor, 12% fair, 62% good, 23% excellent. 
Hay supplies 18% very short, 41% short, 41% adequate. Activities: 
Lots of field preparation work, corn planting continued, cool weather has 
slowed growth of recent plantings. Small grain maturity continues well 
ahead of 5-year average. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Warm, dry weather 
allowed fieldwork across most the State. Topsoil 1% very short, 12% 
short, 77% adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 10% short, 
74% adequate, 15% surplus. Planting of oats, barley, sugar beets were 
well underway during the relatively dry week. Barley planted 68%, 34% 
1997, 14% avg. Sugar beets 65% planted. Early-planted sugar beets 
were starting to emerge. Corn, soybean planting started in southern 
areas, with some concem for moisture needed for germination. Hay was 
also coming out of the winter in good condition, with only a minimal 
freeze damage. Asparagus harvest in the southwest began last week. 
Carrot planting was underway in central areas. Sweet corn planting in 
the Southwest began last weekend. Cucumber planting in the 
southwest started late last week, while pea planting in central areas 
continued. Fruit development was 10 to 14 days ahead of normal. 
Growers were busy planting trees. Apples were in the pink stage in the 
Grand Rapids area’ Concord grapes were at bud burst in the 





southwest. Sweet cherries began blooming, while tart cherries were 
mostly in open cluster. Sweets, tarts suffered considerable frost 
damage in early March in the southwest. Blueberries were in late pink 
bud. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 1% very short, 
6% short, 83% adequate, 10% surplus. Sunny weather helped dry, 
warm soils. Most rapid progress of fieldwork in April since 1994. Corn 
51% ground prepared, 20% 1997, 16% avg.; 26% planted, 8% 1997, 
7% avg. Soybeans 11% ground prepared, 3% 1997, 2% avg. Spring 
wheat 33% planted, 1% 1997, 12% avg.:0% emerged, 0% 1997, 1% 
avg. Oats 56% planted, 22% 1997, 21% avg.; 5% emerged, 0% 1997, 
3% avg. Barley 30% planted, 2% 1997, 9% avg.; 0% emerged, 
0%1997, 0% avg. Sugar beets 56% planted, 5% 1997, 9% avg. Green 
peas 32% planted, 12% 1997, 11% avg. Potatoes 23% planted, 9% 
1997, 6% avg. Sweet corn 3% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Winter 
wheat 2% poor, 36% fair, 31% good, 31% excellent. Alfalfa 2% very 
poor, 9% poor, 30% fair, 50% good, 9% excellent. Alfalfa damage from 
winterkill is now thought to be minor. Rye 1% poor, 48% fair, 44% good, 
7% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 11% poor, 30% fair, 49% 
good, 8% excellent. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 6% short, 
69% adequate, 25% surplus; corn 82% planted, 95% 1997, 82% avg.; 
69% emerged, 75% 1997, 60% avg.; 4% poor, 24% fair, 60% good, 
12% excellent. Rice 64% planted, 75% 1997, 57% avg.; 20% emerged, 
10% 1997, 27% avg.; 36% fair, 60% good, 4% excellent. Soybeans 
22% planted, 21% 1997, 16% avg. Peanuts 2% planted, 5% 1997, 20% 
avg. Wheat 91% jointed, 100% 1997, 97% avg.; 63% heading, 88% 
1997, 62% avg.; 2% very poor, 5% poor, 37% fair, 53% good, 3% 
excellent. Watermelons 30% planted, 79% 1997, 65% avg.; 3% poor, 
8% fair, 52% good, 37% excellent. Blueberries 4% very poor, 15% poor, 
34% fair, 36% good, 11 excellent. Cattle 3% poor, 26% fair, 57% good, 
14% excellent. Pasture feed 5% poor, 24% fair, 58% good, 13% 
excellent. Activities: Planting corn, rice, sorghum, soybeans. Rain 
delayed fieldwork in some areas of the State, cool temperatures during 
last week hampered crop growth. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 1% short, 46% 
adequate, 53% surplus. A few days of warm, sunny weather enabled 
farmers in many areas to move ahead with fieldwork. Corn planting 
most advanced in southeastern district at 81%, while the north-central 
at 9% and northeast at 2% are least advanced. Wheat heading is most 
advanced in the southeast district at 27%, other areas just beginning. 
About one-third of wheat in southeast rated in poor condition, other 
areas mostly fair to good. Oats sown 69%, 85% 1997, 78% avg. 
Ground tilled for spring crops 60%, 67% 1997, 67% avg. Precipitation 
for the past week averaged 0.36 in. for the State, ranging from 1.23 in. 
in the southwest district to 0.50 in. or less in all other districts. Pasture 
feed 3% poor, 23% fair, 63% good, 11% excellent 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 2% very short, 
24% short, 69% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 8% very short, 32% 
short, 56% adequate, 4% surplus. Fieldwork in progress 11% none, 
18% just started, 71% well underway. Winter wheat wind damage 1% 
heavy, 13% moderate, 52% light, 34% none. Freeze, drought damage 
to winter wheat 6% heavy, 10% moderate, 50% light, 34% none. Oats 
planted 22% ,4% 1997, 14% avg Corn planted 10%, 2% 1997, 10% 
avg. Corn emerged 2%, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Sugar beets planted 81%, 
22% 1997, 36% avg. Sugar beets emerged 24%, 0% 1997, 4% avg. 
Potatoes planted 8%, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Calving is 89% complete and 
lambing is 76% complete. Cattle moved to summer ranges 16%, sheep 
moved 12%. 





NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 1% very short, 
11% short, 82% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 8% 
short, 85% adequate, 6% surplus. Fieldwork activities were in full swing 
last week, with corn producers making excellent planting progress. 
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Maissture supplies in southwestern counties were beginning to become 
a concern with wheat fields, pastures needing rain to promote growth. 
Winter wheat 1% very poor, 6% poor, 22% fair, 59% good, 12% 
excellent; 14% jointed, 5% 1997, 14% avg.; army cutworms Panhandle, 
southwestern counties. Corn 12% planted, 5% 1997, 10% avg. Oats 
79% seeded, 70% 1997, 67% avg. Alfalfa 2% poor, 22% fair, 63% 
good, 13% excellent; army cutworms in many portions of the State. 
Pasture feed 5% poor, 24% fair, 65% good, 6% excellent. Calving 92% 
complete; calf losses mostly average. However, eastern counties 
indicated above-normal calf losses due to wet, cold conditions. 
Activities: Oats seeding, spring tillage, fertilizer application, equipment 
preparation, grain marketing, livestock care. 





NEVADA _ Fieldwork increased as spring weather became more 
prevalent. Soil moisture and irrigation water supplies excellent most 
areas. Snowpack remains much above normal most areas. Irrigation 
underway western Nevada. Spring grain planting continued. Pastures 
were being dragged and fertilizer applied. Calving and lambing well 
along. Branding and shearing underway. Main farm, ranch activities: 
Field preparation, fertilizing, planting, working livestock, shearing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Most areas in State received 1 to 1.5 in. of rain. 
Average temperatures prevailed over the past week. Greenhouse 
workers preparing vegetable plants for transplant. Pastures greening 
up. Apples, peaches, pears, strawberries, cranberries, blueberries vary 
in development from dormant to bud stage. Major farm activities: 
Plowing, fertilizing fields, also liming well drained soils; caring for 
livestock. Application of dormant oils, pre-emergence herbicides to fruit 
crops. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Farmers are busy 
tilling, spreading fertilizer, implementing pest control measures, planting, 
harvesting. Farmers are planting snap beans, sweet corn, endive, 
escarole, tomatoes. Harvesting of asparagus, arugula, radishes, kale, 
parsley, cilantro, spinach, leeks occurring. Light, limited harvest of 
Boston lettuce reported in southern areas. Peaches are in the shuck 
split stage. Some pruning of apple and peach trees reported. Apples 
are in the petal fall stage. Blueberries, strawberries are blooming. 
Wheat heading up. Farmers are finishing up their planting of potatoes, 
starting to plant field corn. Pastures are in good condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 11% very 
short 27% short 61% adequate, 1% surplus. Most of week was dry, 
warm. Northern, central areas was hit with intense late-winter storm at 
end of week that brought some heavy precipitation, much colder 
weather. Winter wheat condition remained stable at 8% poor, 34% fair, 
55% good, 3% excellent; 9% headed, 4% 1997, 10% avg. Cotton 
planting continued to lag behind normal, with 25% planted, 57% 1997, 
43% avg.; 45% fair, 55% good. Corn 12% fair, 83% good, 5% excellent; 
35% planted, 33% 1997, 24% avg. First cutting of alfalfa has started in 
extreme south, with condition 2% poor, 36% fair, 41% good, 21% 
excellent. Chile planting was 95% completed; condition 2% fair, 18% 
fair, 63% good, 17% excellent. Lettuce, onion conditions were good to 
excellent. Cattle, sheep were mostly in fair to good condition. Pasture, 
range feed 1% very poor, 11% poor, 36% fair, 48% good, 4% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 4% short, 
65% adequate, 31% surplus. Pasture feed 2% poor, 26% fair, 41% 
good, 31% excellent. Oats 39% seeded, 13% 1997, 18% avg. Wheat 
13% fair, 74% good, 13% excellent. Corn planting to begin week of 
26th. Fruit growers busy with pre-bloom activities. Apple development 
10-14 days ahead of normal, no apparent winter damage. Peaches, 
sweet cherries in full bloom. Long Island grapes development will ahead 
of usual. Winter damage in Finger Lakes vineyards minimal. Onion 
planting well along. Favorable weather permitted an early start. 
Strawberries in good condition, mulch being removed. Land being 
prepared for planting. Pastures greening. Short feed supplies causing 
cattle to be put on pasture earlier than usual. Fences damaged by 





northern ice storm still under repair. This is causing delay in putting 
cattle out to pasture. 





NORTH CAROLINA Days suitable for fieldwork 4. More rainfall 
continued to slow farmer's planting and land preparation activities. Soil 
moisture 48% adequate, 52% surplus. Activities included: Planting 
corn, cotton, peanuts, sorghum, soybeans; transplanting flue-cured 
tobacco; preparing and tending tobacco beds; tending livestock; 
repairing equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA. Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Seedings of small 
grains, sugar beets accelerated through the maiority of the week as a 
result of warm, sunny weather. Canola, dry edible pea seedings 
continued for the week. Corn planting had begun in the southeast 
district. Statewide, operators were busy applying anhydrous, spreading 
granular herbicides, performing tillage operations, picking rocks. 
Producers were also busy lining up spring supplies, cleaning grain, 
preparing equipment for this year’s planting season. Favorable weather 
conditions allowed producers to actively plant in most areas of the State. 
Durum wheat 3% planted, 1% 1997, 2% avg. Sugar beets 48% planted, 
3% 1997, 12% avg. Most livestock were in good condition as calving, 
lambing seasons wound down. Calving was 86% complete, while 
lambing was 84% complete. Cattle 15% fair, 77% good, 8% excellent. 
Calves 1% poor, 16% fair, 74% good, 9% excellent. Sheep 2% poor, 
12% fair, 76% good, 10% excellent. Lambs 2% poor, 10% fair, 78% 
good, 10% excellent. Supplemental feeds were fed to 74% of the cattle, 
79% of the sheep. Hay, roughage supplies were 1% very short, 5% 
short, 89% adequate, 5% surplus. Grain concentrates were 3% short, 
92% adequate, 5% surplus. Pastures were still 38% dormant but 92% 
were open for grazing. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Topsoil 45% adequate, 55% 
surplus. Corn planted behind 1997 and average. Soybeans planted 
behind 1997 and average. Winter wheat 65% jointed, 20% 1997, 17% 
avg. Oats planted 6 percentage points behind 1997, 23 percentage 
points above average; 39% emerged, 35% 1997, 20% avg. Potatoes 
23% planted, 25% 1997, 14% avg. Tobacco beds 94% seeded, 68% 
plants up. Apples 96% green tip, 66% full bloom; peaches 88% full 
bloom. Winter wheat 1% poor, 12% fair, 53% good, 34% excellent. 
Hay 1% poor, 13% fair, 54% good, 32% excellent. Pasture feed 2% 
poor, 14% fair, 53% good, 31% excellent. Apples 1% poor, 17% fair, 
59% good, 23% excellent. Peaches 3% poor, 19% fair, 59% good, 19% 
excellent. Activities: applying fertilizer, anhydrous ammonia, top 
dressing winter wheat, spreading lime, hauling manure; applying pre- 
emergence herbicides; pruning fruit trees; spraying fruit trees; plowing, 
discing, chiseling; plowing tobacco patches, seeding tobacco beds; 
seeding alfalfa, pastures; repairing, preparing machinery for planting; 
repairing, building new fences; fixing buildings; repairing tile; moving 
cattle onto pastures; buying seed; selling last year’s grain; cutting hay; 
side dressing cabbage, planting sweet corn, setting tomatoes. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 1% very short, 
26% short, 58% adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 8% short, 84% 
adequate, 8% surplus. Weekend rainfall promoted wheat growth, 
development. Wheat 100% jointing, 100% 1997, 93% avg. Oats 75% 
jointing, 68% 1997, 56% avg.; 40% heading, 23% 1997, 13% avg. Corn 
99% seedbed prepared, 99% 1997, 96% avg.; 60% planted, 20% 1997, 
45% avg.; 18% up-to-stand, 14% 1997, 20% avg. Sorghum 27% 
seedbed prepared, 33% 1997, 38% avg. Soybeans 58% seedbed 
prepared, 66% 1997, 54% avg.; 15% planted, 14% 1997, 14% avg.; 5% 
up-to-stand, 5% 1997, 4% avg. Peanuts 65% seedbed prepared, 49% 
1997, 61% avg.. Cotton 75% seedbed prepared, 67% 1997, 67% avg. 
Alfalfa hay 24% 1st cutting, 4% 1997, 9% avg. Other hay 5% 1st 
cutting, 0% 1997, 10% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 18% fair, 77% good, 
4% excellent. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 1% short, 84% 
adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 84% adequate, 15% surplus. 
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Winter wheat 9% fair, 69% good, 22% excellent. Range, pasture feed 
9% fair, 80% good, 11% excellent. Barley planted 75%, 77% 1997, 
63% avg. Spring wheat planted 89%. Activities: Eastern field crop 
fertilizing, grain planting continued. Spring wheat, barley planting 
continued. Freezing temperatures caused damage on early-seeded, 
emerged spring barley. Willamette Valley spring wheat, barley planting 
continued, alfalfa seeding underway. Mint being flamed in mid-valley 
areas. Grass seed beginning to head, crimson clover started to bloom. 
Nurseries, greenhouses very busy with spring activities, over the peak 
period. Christmas tree spraying about finished with buds ready to burst 
open. Nurseries reported shortage of trucks for shipping because of 
early season. Potato, onion planting in full swing in most eastern areas. 
Malheur County sweet corn planting started, asparagus harvest 
underway in northeast. Early rhubarb harvest continued in North 
Willamette Valley. Broccoli, early beans, other truck crops planting 
underway. Cannery crops, onion field preparations continued. 
Willamette Valley apples, cherries, early blueberries, strawberries, 
caneberries blooming. Warmer weather brought more pollination. 
Hazelnut trees leafing out. Rogue River Valley pear, peach, cherry 
bloom continued. Berries leafing out. Hood River Valley pear bloom 
near completion in lower valley, beginning in upper valley. Apple bloom 
beginning in lower valley. Wasco County cherry bloom completed, 
apples in full bloom in Milton-Freewater. Livestock condition fair to 
excellent. Supplemental feeding continued. Cattle movement to spring 
pastures, ranges underway, but generally pastures too wet. Cooler- 
than-normal weather means grass growth behind normal in Malheur, 
surrounding counties. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Soil moisture 1% 
very short, 2% short, 79% adequate, 18% surplus. Fair week for 
fieldwork. Spring plowing 64% complete, 61% 1997, 39% avg. Corn 
planted 7% complete, 7% 1997, 4% avg. Soybeans planted 0% 
complete, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Oats planted 63% complete, 58% 1997, 
43% avg. Potatoes planted 18% complete, 11% 1997, 12% avg. Barley 
58% heading or headed, 4% 1997, 3% avg. Oats 2% poor, 10% fair, 
78% good, 10% excellent. Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures stand 2% poor, 
10% fair, 65% good, 23% excellent. Timothy clover stand 1% very poor, 
4% poor, 14% fair, 67% good, 14% excellent. Peaches 95% pink, 63% 
1997, 42% avg.; 88% full bloom or past, 38% 1997, 19% avg. Cherries 
100% pink, 58% 1997, 38% avg.; 100% full bloom or past, 33% 1997, 
20% avg. Apples 80% pink, 53% 1997, 24% avg.; 60% full bloom or 
past, 19% 1997, 7% avg. Activities: Planting small grains; spreading 
lime; plowing fields; discing, chopping corn stalks; machinery 
maintenance; hauling manure; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Soil moisture 
5% short, 59% adequate, 36% surplus. Apples 94% blooming, 74% 
1997; 100% good. Barley 39% headed, 77% 1997, 24% avg.; 1% poor, 
24% fair, 39% good, 36% excellent. Cantaloupes 85% planted, 94% 
1997, 81% avg.; 15% poor, 19% fair, 61% good, 5% excellent. Corn 
90% planted, 96% 1997, 93% avg.; 70% emerged; 2% very poor, 3% 
poor, 20% fair, 71% good, 4% excellent. Cucumbers 64% planted, 95% 
1997, 76% avg.; 8% poor, 65% fair, 27% good. Hay 21% harvested, 
37% 1997, 28% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 20% fair, 67% good, 10% 
excellent. Oats 68% headed, 93% 1997, 70% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 25% fair, 60% good, 11% excellent. Peaches 3% very poor, 7% 
poor, 15% fair, 51% good, 24% excellent. Rye 80% headed, 87% 1997, 
30% avg.; 5% turned color, 20% 1997, 13% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% 
poor, 33% fair, 54% good, 7% excellent. Snapbeans 61% planted, 77% 
1997, 61% avg.; 2% poor, 38% fair, 58% good, 2% excellent. Sorghum 
13% planted, 26% 1997, 11% avg.; 10% poor, 45% fair, 45% good. 
Tobacco 84% transplanted, 84% 1997, 75% avg.; 5% poor, 25% fair, 
65% good, 5% excellent. Tomatoes 75% planted, 85% 1997, 90% avg.; 
11% good, 89% excellent. Watermelons 89% planted, 98%1997, 85% 
avg.; 3% very poor, 4% poor, 34% fair, 51% good, 8% excellent. Winter 
wheat 66% headed, 88% 1997, 65% avg.; 2% very poor, 11% poor, 
38% fair, 39% good, 10% excellent. 








SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 2% very 
short, 11% short, 75% adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 76% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Major activities: Seeding small grains, tillage 
for row crop planting, calving, lambing, general maintenance. Small 
grain seeding is well ahead of the 5-year average. However, seeding in 
4 out of the last 5 years has been late. Winter wheat 1% poor, 8% fair, 
62% good, 29% excellent. Spring wheat 2% poor, 19% fair, 65% good, 
14% excellent. Alfalfa 2% poor, 16% fair, 65% good, 17% excellent. 
Livestock 1% poor, 6% fair, 68% good, 25% excellent. Lambing 83% 
complete, 74% 1997; calving 77% complete 72% 1997. Producers 
have moved 29% of the cattle to pasture. Feed supplies 1% very short, 
4% short, 81% adequate, 14% surplus. Stock water supplies 1% short, 
82% adequate, 17% surplus. Range, pasture feed 2% poor, 21% fair, 
60% good, 17% excellent. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 45 % 
adequate, 55 % surplus. Subsoil 54% adequate, 46% surplus. Corn 
59% planted, 62% 1997, 54% avg.; 29% emerged. Tobacco 92% 
plants up, 94% 1997, 87% avg. Wheat 2% very poor, 8% poor, 34% 
fair, 47% good, 9% excellent; 45% headed, 37% 1997, 29% avg. Alfalfa 
5% poor, 24% fair, 55% good, 16% excellent. Pastures 1% very poor, 
4% poor, 20% fair, 55% good, 20% excellent. Crop progress, planting 
was slowed to a near-normal pace as showers, cloudy conditions, cool 
temperatures continued last week. Past 2 weeks have provided crops 
with good moisture in most areas, yet the conditions have also pushed 
farmers out of the fields. Overall, farming activities remain at a pace 
slightly ahead of normal. Activities: Planting corn, cotton, applying 
fertilizers, pesticides to wheat, hay, pastures. 





TEXAS: Warm, windy, mostly dry conditions prevailed across State 
for week. Scattered showers provided minimal benefit few areas very 
early week. Warm daytime temperatures provided good conditions for 
soil temperatures to rise. Windy conditions further depleted soil 
moisture many areas. The open conditions allowed fieldwork to 
progress all week without much delay. Livestock conditions remained 
good; however, fly, lice continued to cause problems some herds. 


Crops: Corn planting activity rapidly moved ahead High Plains under 
open conditions. Fields emerging to good stands during week. Irrigation 
activity remained steady as windy conditions dried soils. Fields in most 
other areas continued to make good growth, look good despite drying 
conditions in some areas. Cultivation, pesticide applications occurred 
as winds died down late week Coastal Bend. 56% emerged. Corn 83% 
normal, compared with 73% 1997. Cotton: Pre watering activity 
continued in Plains as planting time neared. Soil temperatures nearing 
optimum levels for planting to begin as daytime temperatures climbed. 
Planting increased Blacklands, with some early fields emerging good 
stands. Fields made good progress along Upper Coast, Coastal Bend. 
Grain Sorghum: Land preparation winding down Plains as planting time 
neared. Planting continued north-central areas; however, emergence 
has been slowed by drying conditions. Growth good Blacklands, Central 
despite drying winds. Producers completed some cultivation, chemical 
applications in Coastal Bend. Grain sorghum 77% normal, 78% 1997. 
Peanut land preparations continued in many areas without delay during 
week. Planting should begin soon central, southern areas. Rice 
planting winding down along Upper Coast. Emerged fields flooded 
during week., with 56% emerged, 5% 1997, 32% avg. Rice 82% 
normal, 79% 1997. Soybean land preparation continued in the Plains, 
while planting activity increased Blacklands. Planting continued along 
Upper Coast, with early fields emerging to good stands, with 50% 
planted, 28% 1997, 25% avg. Small grains: Producers continued to 
irrigate fields in the High Plains as soils further dried out by windy 
conditions. Dryland fields need a good rain. Fields beginning to head. 
Many fields baled, grazed out north-central areas because declining 
conditions, low prices. Fields in Blacklands, central need a good rain to 
fill out heads. Fields in the south rapidly turning color as harvest time 
neared. Wheat 39% headed, 41% 1997, 35% avg. Other crops: 
Sunflowers 5% planted, 6% 1997, 4% avg. 

j Rio Grande Valley, harvest activity 
continued without delay during week. Quality of onion crop remained 
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good. San Antonio- Winter Garden, drying conditions increased need 
for irrigation. Harvest activity continued during week. East, sweet 
potato planting continued. Most vegetables made good progress despite 
drying conditions. High Plains, potatoes, onions made good progress 
during week. Trans Pecos, cantaloups, chili peppers continued to show 
good emergence. Pecans: Producers increased zinc applications during 
week under open conditions. Winds early week hampered activity. 
Trees in most areas showed good progress, with many now blooming. 
Rain needed most areas. Peaches: The Hill Country crop continued to 
show good progress, with only light disease, insect problems reported. 
Producers continued to thin crop in many orchards. East producers 
reported good progress of fruit that survived late freeze. 

Range and Livestock: Rainfall needed most areas for improvement of 
warm-season grasses continue. Haying activity increased, fertilizing 
activity continued in some pastures. Lice, flies continued to cause 
problems to cattle. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil 3% short, 85% 
adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 64% adequate, 34% surplus. 
Pasture feed, range 4% poor, 28% fair, 59% good, 9% excellent. Cattle, 
calves 1% poor, 21% fair, 71% good, 7% excellent. Sheep 1% poor, 
21% fair, 65% good, 13% excellent. Spring wheat 90% planted, 82% 
1997, 81% avg.; emerged 48%, 49% 1997, 50% avg. Barley 80% 
planted, 83% 1997, 79% avg.; emerged 43%, 51% 1997, 50% avg. 
Oats 39% planted, 45% 1997, 47% avg.; emerged 16%, 18% 1997, 
24% avg. Corn 1% planted, 12% 1997, 18% avg. Potatoes planted 
3%, 14% 1997. Alfalfa height 5 inches, 5 inches 1997. Apples full 
bloom or past 5%, 5% 1997, 9% avg. Peaches full bloom or past 95%, 
92% 1997. Pears full bloom or past 19%, 29% 1997. Sweet cherries 
full bloom or past 88%, 46% 1997. Tart cherries full bloom or past 11%, 
9% 1997. Cows caived 90%, 85% 1997, 87% avg. Ewes lambed on 
farm 93%, 86% 1997, 89% avg.; on range 70%, 49% 1997, 64% avg. 
Sheep sheared on farm 88%, 87% 1997, 87% avg; on range 73%, 72% 
1997, 72% avg. Major farm, ranch activities were: Ground preparation, 
planting small grains, branding or marking livestock. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 74% adequate, 
26% surplus. Subsoil 72% adequate, 28% surplus. Corn 30% planted, 
24% 1997, 28% avg.; 9% emerged. Cotton 4% planted, 6% 1997, 18% 
avg. Peanuts 4% planted, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Tobacco greenhouses 
7% fair, 46% good, 47% excellent. Tobacco plantbeds 5% poor, 11% 
fair, 56% good, 28% excellent. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 6% poor, 
21% fair, 53% good, 19% excellent. Barley 1% very poor, 4% poor, 
20% fair, 56% good, 19% excellent. Summer potatoes 99% planted, 
100% 1997, 96% avg. Apples 7% fair, 65% good, 28% excellent. 
Peaches 25% fair, 72% good, 3% excellent. Pasture feed 1% poor, 
12% fair, 65% good, 22% excellent. Alfalfa 1% poor, 8% fair, 67% 
good, 24% excellent. Other hay 1% poor, 15% fair, 66% good, 18% 
excellent. Cool soil temperatures, wet conditions continue to delay 
cotton, peanut planting, while other producers were able to make good 
planting progress during the brief period of open weather. Barley, rye 
silage harvest is in full swing. Small grains that will be harvested for 
grain are nearly 2 weeks ahead of schedule in some localities. 
Producers continue to scout, treat small grains for cereal leaf beatles as 
well as powdery mildew. Producers are optimistic of a good hay crop 
this year based on initial cuttings. Alfalfa remains in mostly good to 
excellent condition despite some alfalfa weevil, weed control problems. 
Pastures, livestock were mostly in good to excellent condition as 
livestock are on full grazing. Apples were in mostly good to excellent 
condition, with good fruit set. Some localities are now reporting possible 
peach damage from the mid-March frost. Other farming activities 
included vegetable planting in drier localities, land preparation for 
tobacco, bedding sweet potatoes, fruit thinning. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 5% short; 
75% adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 90% adequate, 5% 
surplus. Field activity continued statewide. Winter wheat, dryland 10% 
fair, 70% good, 20% excellent; irrigated 20% good, 80% excellent. 
Spring wheat 85% planted, 64% 1997, 63% avg.; 57% emerged, 41% 





1997, 42% avg. Spring wheat, dryland 30% fair, 70% good; irrigated 
15% good, 85% excellent. Barley 77% planted, 43% 1997, 53% avg.; 
39% emerged, 25% 1997, 32% avg. Planting of spring cereal grains 
were projected to be complete 1 to 2 weeks ahead of normal. 
Emergence was helped along by warmer, drier weather. Potatoes 55% 
planted, 74% 1997, 61% avg.; 26% emerged, 26% 1997, 18% avg. 
Hay, other roughage supplies, 5% short, 75% adequate, 25% surplus. 
Range, pasture feed 5% fair, 70% good, 25% excellent. Dairy farmers 
continued green chop operations. Pastures excellent condition. Hay 
supplies were in surplus. Apple trees bloomed. Orchardists thinned 
heavy bloom loads. Proposed apple maggot quarantines were 
announced in one western county. Frost control was discontinued for 
the most part. Vegetable planting continued. Asparagus harvest picked 
up with warmer weather. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 1% short, 
85% adequate, 14% surplus. Open weather conditions allowed farmers 
to make good progress planting and preparing fields for planting. Wheat 
4% fair, 67% good, 29% excellent; Wheat headed 4%, 0% 1997. Apple 
74% fair, 26% good. Peach 82% fair, 18% good. Hay 8% poor, 30% 
fair, 54% good, 8% excellent. Intended acreage prepared for spring 
planting 59%, 64% 1997, 56% avg. Corn planted 10%, 8% 1997, 16% 
avg. Oats planted 29%, 64% 1997, 63% avg.; emerged 15%, 20% 
1997, 29% avg. Tobacco beds seeded 81%, 98% 1997, 91% avg. 
Tobacco beds emerged 48%, 70% 1997, 64% avg. Cattle 1% poor, 
18% fair, 73% good, 8% excellent; 89% calved. Sheep 16% fair, 79% 
good, 5% excellent; 90% lambed. Hay, roughage supplies 2% very 
short, 7% short, 88% adequate, 3% surplus. Feed grain supplies 1% 
very short, 2% short, 97% adequate. Activities: Field preparation, 
planting corn, oats, seeding tobacco beds; calving, lambing, grass 
seeding of pastures, meadows, general maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Soil moisture 4% short, 
73% adequate, 23% surplus. Spring tillage 30% complete, 29% 1997, 
10% avg. Damage to alfalfa appears minimal this year. Alfalfa freeze 
damage 70% none, 26% light, 3% moderate, 1% severe. Pasture feed 
4% poor, 24% fair, 52% good, 20% excellent. Marathon County, 
ginseng growers were busy in their gardens. Potato, pea plantings were 
underway in the west-central, central districts. Most areas of the State, 
tart cherry, apple trees will be in bloom at least 14 days ahead of normal. 
Growers hope there is no early-May frost. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 15% short, 81% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 18% short, 75% adequate, 7% 
short. Winter wheat 9% fair, 54% good, 37% excellent. Barley seeded 
69%, 76% 1997, 73% avg. Oats seeded 30%, 33% 1997, 39% avg. 
Spring wheat seeded 54%, 37% 1997, 36% avg. Sugar beets planted 
63%, 77% 1997, 68% avg. Corn planted 1%, 9% 1997, 9% avg. 
Irrigation water supplies 3% short, 95% adequate, 2% surplus. Range, 
pasture feed 1% poor, 25% fair, 61% good, 13% excellent. Spring 
calves born 87%, 88% 1997, 88% avg. Farm flock ewes lambed 95%, 
93% 1997, 93% avg. Farm flock sheep shorn 90%, 87% 1997, 91% 
avg. Range flock ewes lambed 31%, 29% 1997, 26% avg. Range flock 
sheep shorn 56%, 57% 1997, 62% avg. Calf losses 33% light, 66% 
normal, 1% heavy. Lamb losses 15% light, 81% normal, 4% heavy. 
Warm, dry week good for fieldwork. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Scattered showers in Ukraine caused only brief 
delays in spring grain planting, while warmer, drier weather helped to 
condition topsoils for fieldwork in central Russia. 


EUROPE: Showers accompanied a warming trend in western and 
northern Europe, favoring winter grain development and spring crop 
emergence. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Wet weather stabilized conditions for 
winter grains in Algeria and Tunisia, while dry weather in Morocco 
limited moisture for filling crops. 


AUSTRALIA: Soaking rain throughout the east greatly increased pre- 
planting moisture for winter wheat and barley. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Conditions favored late corn development. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drought continued across the eastern 
Philippines, while showers continued to replenish long-term moisture 
supplies in Java. 


EASTERN ASIA: In the North China Plain, rain benefited heading 
rainfed winter wheat and increased soil moisture for summer crop 


planting. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In northern Argentina, heavy showers 
exacerbated flooding and damage to mature cotton. 


MEXICO: Seasonably dry weather prevailed across most of Mexico. 














EUROPE 





Light showers accompanied a warming trend in England, France, 
Spain, the Benelux countries, and Germany, favoring winter grain 
development and spring crop emergence. The moisture caused only 
temporary delays in spring grain and summer crop planting. Rainfall 
ranged from 10 to 25 mm in England and the Benelux countries and 4 
to 12 mm in France, Spain, and Germany. Elsewhere, dry weather 
accompanied seasonable temperatures in Italy, favoring rapid corn and 
sunflower plantings. In eastern Europe, moderate to heavy rain (25 to 
more than 50 mm) spread from southern Poland through Hungary and 
Romania, disrupting fieldwork. However, the rain that fell in Hungary 
and Slovakia was highly beneficial, increasing soil moisture reserves 
depleted by prolonged dryness since last fall. Light showers (5-10 mm, 
with local amounts in excess of 10 mm) in southern Romania, 
Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria moistened topsoils for emerging summer 
crops and caused only brief interruptions in summer crop planting. 
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Light showers (3-20 mm, with scattered amounts in excess of 25 mm) 
fell in Ukraine, maintaining favorable moisture conditions for winter 
grains and causing only brief delays in spring grain and early sugar 
beet planting. Crop progress for winter grains in Ukraine ranged from 
jointing in western and southern areas to tiliering in the extreme north. 
Weekly temperatures averaged near normal in Ukraine. In Russia, 
drier weather prevailed over central crop areas (Central Black Soils 
Region and the middle Volga Valley), helping to firm topsoils for 
spring grain planting. Farther south, dry weather favored spring grain 
planting in the northern tip of the North Caucasus and the lower Volga 
Valley. However, wet weather (25-50 mm) interrupted spring grain 
and summer crop planting in important growing areas of the Kuban 
region in the North Caucasus. Winter grains in northern Russia 
remained dormant, while crops farther south in the North Caucasus 
region entered the jointing stage. Elsewhere, unseasonably warm and 
generally dry weather in Belarus and the Baltics promoted rapid 
winter grain development and helped spring grain planting. Weekly 
temperatures in these areas ranged from 3 to 6 degrees C above 
normal. 
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Widespread rain fell in Algeria and Tunisia, bringing relief to winter 
grains stressed by previous dryness. Precipitation amounts ranged 
from 25 to more than 50 mm in central and eastern Algeria, and 10 to 
25 mm in western Algeria and Tunisia. The rain in these areas helped 
to stabilize conditions for winter grains in the filling stage. Additional 
moisture would still benefit crops in these areas. In Morocco, 
following 2 consecutive weeks of beneficial rains, dry weather 
returned to winter grain areas in northern Morocco. Unseasonably 
warm, dry weather continued in southern Morocco, hastening maturity 
in winter grains. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C 
above normal in Morocco and near normal in Algeria and Tunisia. 





SOUTH AFRICA 








Dry, mild weather continued to promote late summer crop 
development. Temperatures across the corn belt averaged near to 
above normal, with lows approaching the frost level (1-2 degrees C) 
at just a few isolated locations. The lack of a significant freeze has 
given late-planted corn, sunflower, and other summer crops an 
opportunity to advance closer to maturity. The first autumn freeze 
typically occurs about now in the traditionally cooler locations of Free 
State and Northwest, which have an especially high percentage of late 
plantings this season. Farther west, light to moderate showers (10-25 
mm or more) covered agricultural areas of Western and Eastern Cape, 
including primary winter wheat land. Planting is likely underway 
where moisture permits. Elsewhere in southern Africa, dry weather 
favored summer grain drydown but reduced moisture for immature 
crops. 
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Widespread, soaking rain (25-50 mm, locally 
exceeding 100 mm) bolstered planting prospects 
in eastern Australia’s primary winter grain areas. 
Some of the heaviest rainfall occurred in New 
South Wales, which missed previous rains and 
desperately needed this moisture for 
commencement of fieldwork. Field preparations 
are usually underway in the more northerly areas 
(Queensland and northern New South Wales) by 
May, making the events of the past few weeks 
especially timely. The rain was also highly 
beneficial for the grazing areas from Queensland 
to eastern South Australia. A small percentage 
of Queensland’s cotton was reportedly unpicked, 
and some damage or downgrading was possible. 
Mostly dry, seasonably mild weather returned to 
Western Australia. In New Zealand, rainfall 
continued to be scattered and light (10 mm or 
less) over the main agricultural areas. 
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In northern Argentina and extreme southern 
Paraguay, showers (40-80 mm, with isolated 
amounts greater than 125 mm) exacerbated 
flooding and damage to mature cotton. The 
excessive moisture also delayed harvesting. The 
rest of southern Paraguay received less than 30 
mm. In central Argentina, scattered showers 
(10-36 mm) slowed summer crop harvesting. In 
southern Brazil, moderate showers (40-90 mm) 
in southwestern Parana and northwestern Rio 
Grande do Sul slowed soybean and cotton 
harvesting and reduced quality. Elsewhere, in 
southern Brazil, mostly dry weather (amount less 
than 20 mm) favored soybean harvesting. 
According to reports as of April 23, Brazilian 
soybean crops were 79 percent harvested, 
compared with the 5-year average of 76 percent 
and last year’s 90 percent. 
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Widespread rain (10-25 mm) covered the 
North China Plain, aiding rainfed heading 
winter wheat and providing beneficial moisture 
for summer crop planting. Light rain (2-14 
mm) moistened topsoils across Manchuria for 
spring wheat planting. Across the Yangtze 
Valley and southern China, showers (10-75 
mm, with isolated amounts greater than 100 
mm) maintained adequate moisture supplies 
for rice development. Rain (10-50 mm) also 
favored rice transplanting across South Korea 
and most of Japan. Temperatures averaged 3 
to 5 degrees above normal across China. 
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In Java and southern Sumatra, showers (25-80 
mm, with isolated amounts greater than 100 
mm) helped to replenish long-term moisture 
supplies. The near- to above-normal rainfall 
since February has stabilized long-term 
moisture reserves across Java. Drought 
continued across the Philippines. Dryness 
stressed oil palm across eastern peninsular 
Malaysia, while scattered moderate showers 
(10-60 mm) prevailed in the west. Light to 
moderate showers (10-80 mm) occurred across 
central and eastern Thailand, increasing 
irrigation supplies. 
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Winter Wheat Crop Condition 
by Percent 





Change at JAWF 





After 10 years at the Joint Agricultural Weather 
Facility (JAWF) as managing editor of the Weekly 
Weather and Crop Bulletin and chief of the 
Agricultural Weather Section, Douglas Le Comte is 
moving on to other duties. He is taking a new 


position at the Climate Prediction Center (CPC), 
Camp Springs, Maryland, that gives him an active 
role in CPC's African Desk, drought early-warning 


programs, and global threats assessment. In the 
meantime, David Miskus, supervisory meteorologist 
at the CPC's Climate Operations Branch, will move 
to JAWF to perform many of Doug's former duties. 
Doug, who can be reached via e-mail at 
douglas.lecomte@noaa.gov or via phone at (301) 
763-8000, extension 7511, will continue to support 
JAWF, filling in for personnel as needed. 
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VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 

F - Fair 

G - Good 
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